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Summary of FY09 Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP) 

   Expand the program purpose to protecting agricultural lands by limiting nonagricultural uses.  

 Shift the program focus from purchasing conservation easements to facilitating the purchase of 

conservation easements by eligible entities.  

 Changes are made to remove the requirement that the United States is named as a grantee on the 

deed and instead require that the United States’ right of enforcement. The purpose for requiring 

this acknowledgement is to put the public on notice of the Federal right and to guard against 

condemnation of FRPP funded deeds. 

 Require that the Secretary hold a right of enforcement in FRPP funded conservation easements.  

 Require the Secretary to enter into agreements with eligible entities to stipulate the terms and 

conditions under which the entity is authorized to use FRPP funds to acquire easements.  

 Authorize an eligible entity to use its own conservation easement deed terms and conditions, as 

approved by the Secretary, so long as such terms and conditions are consistent with the purposes 

of the program, permit effective enforcement of the conservation easement deed or other 

interest and include, among other terms, a limit on the impervious surfaces to be allowed that is 

consistent with the agricultural activities to be conducted.  

 Require the establishment of a certification process by which the Secretary will directly qualify 

certain eligible entities as certified entities.  

 Require that to be certified, an eligible entity must have a plan for administering easements 

consistent with FRPP purposes, the capacity and resources to monitor and enforce conservation 

easements, policies and procedures to ensure long-term integrity of conservation easements, 

timely completion of acquisitions, and timely reporting of use of funds.  

 Require that the fair market value of the conservation easement or other interest in eligible land 

is determined on the basis of an appraisal using an industry-approved method, selected by the 

eligible entity and approved by the Secretary.  

 Require that entities provide a share of the cost of purchasing a conservation easement or other 

interest in eligible land in an amount that is not less than 25 percent of the acquisition purchase 

price.  

 Amend the definition of eligible land to allow for the inclusion of forest land as an eligible land 

use.  

 Allow for the inclusion of forest land that contributes to the economic viability of an agricultural 

operation or serves as a buffer to protect an agricultural operation.  



Information Required to Support Ranking Enter data or attachment. Use NA if information is 
not applicable

County 
Landowner names as shown on current deed. 
Address of the landowner
Address of the parcel (if different from the landowner address).
Legal Description of the parcel Attachment
Pending offer for the parcel (This needs to be a written offer to purchase or a summary appraisal report.) Attachment

Historical or archaeological resources proposed to be protected, a brief description of the sites' significance and 
documentation of the site’s listing on the Federal, Tribal, or State register.  The listing document that describes 
the significance of the site must be included in the application to compare with the cooperating entity’s ability to 
manage and enforce the easement for historic preservation of the site (Listing Document attached).

Manner that each parcel supports a State or local farm or ranch land protection program, if applicable. Evidence 
of how the  parcel supports the policy such as location within a focus area or statement from the unit of 
government indicating that the parcel supports the unit of government’s policy, map or statement 
attached.

Attachment

Size of the parcel, in acres.
Total Acres of the prime, unique, or Statewide and locally important soil in the parcel.
Acres of Cropland
Acres of Pastureland
Acres  of Hayland
Acres of Rangeland
Acres of Forest (Sum of Wetland and Non-Wetland Forest)
Acres of Incidental Land (including farmstead and non-forested wetland)
Acres of Forested Wetlands (forest with hydric soil)
Acres of Non-wetland Forest (forest without hydric soil)
Acres of Non-Forested Wetland (hydric soil without forest cover)(part if incidental land)
Location map of the parcel. Attachment
Map of the parcel showing the proposed easement area. Attachment
Map and table of the prime, unique, or Statewide or locally important soils for the parcel. Attachment
Map showing the location of other protected parcels in relation to the land parcels proposed to be protected. Attachment

Estimated value of the easement of the parcel (should equal the sum of the estimated cooperating entity 
contribution, landowner donation, and Federal contribution).
Estimated contribution by the cooperating entity (dollars).
Estimated landowner donation (the appraised fair market value minus the amount that the landowner will accept 
for the easement) (not a cash donation) (dollars).
Expected Federal contribution. (cannot be more than 50% of the appraised fair market value of the land) 
(dollars).
Estimated cooperating entity’s recommended stewardship fee to be paid by the landowner (dollars – if 
applicable)
Indication of the accessibility to markets for the parcel (miles to grain elevators, livestock markets, milk 
processors, cotton gins, etc).
Indication of an existing agricultural infrastructure, on- and off-farm, and other support system(s) (miles to 
tractor dealers, agricultural chemical, feed and fertilizer dealers).
Statement regarding the level of threat from urban development for the parcel. Attachment
Percent impervious surface requested if above 2%. Attached the Impervious Surface Waiver Request.

Maryland USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service
Application for Consideration of Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program Funding

Parcel Information – submit one per parcel
Parcel Information

Information Required NRCS State To Determine Landowner Eligibility
Landowner MUST pass Adjusted Gross Income (AGI), Highly erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) as part of parcel application process or 
the parcel is NOT ELIGIBLE for consideration for FRPP.

Adjusted Gross Income: Parcels are generally not eligible for FRPP if the landowner's average adjusted gross income exceeds $1 million per year for the last 3 tax years. 
An exemption is provided in cases where 66.66 percent or more of the AGI is derived from most farming, ranching, or forestry operations. There may be other exceptions 
and rules. 

All Landowners must complete and sign form CCC-926 (Average Adjusted Gross Income Certification) and return this form to the FSA office in the local USDA 
Service Center so they can make a determination. Please notify all landowners of proposed parcels that the USDA will require AGI documentation from them prior to 
releasing FRPP funds. For FRPP AGI will be determined in the year the BEFORE THE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT IS SIGNED.

Landowner must complete an NRCS-CPA-1200 (for FRPP)
Provide a statement from the Soil Conservation District that a current conservation plan ison file for this parcel. A plan is considered current for FRPP if it has 
been developed or updated within the last 6 years. 

AD-1026 form(s) for all land owned or managed by the landowner. Farms in Maryland receiving government payments will have a completed AD-1026 form on file at 



Ownership of subsurface mineral rights for each parcel.  Mining is prohibited on FRPP easements.  Subsurface 
mineral rights owned by third parties must be subordinated or a mineral remoteness test conducted to assess the 
chance of the minerals being extracted by the third party.  Parcels that have a high potential of being mined will 
not be accepted into FRPP.  Exploration and extraction of oil and gas is negotiable and deeds must be written to 
minimize the disturbance caused by the exploration and extraction.

Does the landowner plan to subdivide the parcel?  Subdivision in FRPP is generally prohibited.  Parcels for 
which landowners know the exact locations and dimensions of the subdivided parcels should submit the parcels 
as separate parcels to be ranked at their subdivided size.  If a landowner wants the option to subdivide at a date 
after the application is submitted, permission must be written into the conservation easement deed.  The size of 
the subdivided parcels must be an economically viable size for a farm or ranch in the county in which the parcel 
is located.  Lot sizes less than the size of the average farm in the county at the time of deed approval will not be 
permitted.
Does the landowner plan to construct additional residences on the easement parcel? Construction of new 
residences is generally prohibited on FRPP easements.  If a landowner wants the option to construct additional 
residences for children returning to the farm or ranch or full time farm or ranch employees after the application is 
submitted, permission must be written into the conservation easement deed.  The size and location of the 
residences must also be specified in the conservation easement deed.  The deed must state that occupant of each 
residence must be a full time farm or ranch employee.



Applicant Name Acres Date

Map Parcel

National State Total

0 0 0

National Criteria Points
Parcel 
Score

>65% 25
50-64% 15
<50% 5

<50% 25
50-64% 15
>65% 5

>1.5:1 25
1:1 to 1.4:1 20

0.5:1 tp 0.9:1 15
<0.5:1 10

>10% 25
5 - 9.9% 20
0 - 4.9% 15
Increase 5

>10% 25
5 - 10% 15

(Refer to Table 1 Percent Population Change) < 5% 5

>750 15
250 - 749 10

(Refer to Table 1 Population Density) <249 5

<= 1.5 mile 10
>1.5 mile 5

Adjoining 10
Not adjoining 5

Points
Parcel 
Score

Yes 5
No 0

>50% 10
25 - 50% 5

<25% 0

Yes -25
No 5

Yes 10
No 5

Yes -75
No 5

Yes 15
No 0

To add additional copies of the ranking form to this workbook, place the cursor on the "MD FRPP Ranking" tab on the 
lower left of the page. Right click on the tab. Select "Move or Copy". 

Check "Create Copy" box. Select "Ok" and a copy of the ranking sheet will be created. You may rename your 
spreadsheet as needed.  

County

Farmstead eligible for State of National Historic Designation

State Ranking Criteris
LESA Score

Percent of Prime, Unique and Important Farmland in the parcel.

Percent of Forestland in the parcel.

Ratio of total acres in parcel to the county average farm size.

Percent of parcel located or adjoinging the Bay critical area.

Entity has outstanding parcels older than 18 months not acquired. 

(Refer to Table 2 Column E) Parcel acres/county average

Decrease of crop land in the county between 2002 and 2007 
(Refer to Table 2 Column J)

Percent population growth as per US Census data. 

Parcel has new or updated conservation plan within the last five years. 

Entity Name

Population density per sq. mile as per US Census data.

Proximity of parcel to all other protected lands. 

Entity has never participated in FRPP

Entity has had an agreement terminated or cancelled in last 3 years.

Maryland Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP) 2009 Ranking Form

Proximity of parcel to other agricultural lands



FY09 FRPP Census Data Table 1

County
 2000 Census 
Population 

 2007 
Population 
Estimate 

Percent 
Population 
Change

Population 
Density (per sq 
mi land)

Maryland 5,296,486       5,618,344         6.1% 541.9
Allegany County 74,930            72,594              -3.1% 176.1
Anne Arundel County 489,656          512,154            4.6% 1,177.20
Baltimore County 754,292          788,994            4.6% 1,260.10
Calvert County 74,563            88,223              18.3% 346.5
Caroline County 29,772            32,910              10.5% 93
Carroll County 150,897          169,220            12.1% 336
Cecil County 85,951            99,695              16.0% 246.9
Charles County 120,546          140,444            16.5% 261.5
Dorchester County 30,674            31,846              3.8% 55
Frederick County 195,277          224,705            15.1% 294.6
Garrett County 29,846            29,627              -0.7% 46.1
Harford County 218,590          239,993            9.8% 496.4
Howard County 247,842          273,669            10.4% 983.3
Kent County 19,197            19,987              4.1% 68.7
Montgomery County 873,341          930,813            6.6% 1,762.50
Prince George's County 801,515          828,770            3.4% 1,651.10
Queen Anne's County 40,563            46,571              14.8% 109
St. Mary's County 86,211            100,378            16.4% 238.6
Somerset County 24,747            26,016              5.1% 75.6
Talbot County 33,812            36,193              7.0% 125.6
Washington County 131,923          145,113            10.0% 288
Wicomico County 84,644            93,600              10.6% 224.4
Worcester County 46,543            49,374              6.1% 98.4

Percent Population Change 2000-2007



FY09 FRPP Ag Census Data Table 2    

2007 Census of Agriculture
Table 2 Farms and Land in Farms

Land in Farms Land in Farms According to Use, Cropland
Acres Average Size Farms Acres

               2,002                2,007 % Change 2002 2007          2,002          2,007                2,002                2,007 % Change
Averge 

Size
A B C D E F G H I J K

Maryland 2,077,630       2,051,756       -1.2% 170 160 10,188       10,235       1,487,218       1,405,442       -5.5% 137.3
Allegany 39,379            36,643            -6.9% 142 121 244            253            18,703            12,479            -33.3% 49.3
Anne Arundel 35,218            29,244            -17.0% 82 78 352            311            23,864            16,340            -31.5% 52.5
Baltimore 71,227            78,282            9.9% 91 104 619            539            48,525            50,941            5.0% 94.5
Calvert 30,032            26,443            -12.0% 94 97 276            226            17,225            14,384            -16.5% 63.6
Caroline 114,843          131,277          14.3% 227 229 456            498            93,791            107,137          14.2% 215.1
Carroll 147,252          141,934          -3.6% 139 124 872            897            114,555          103,180          -9.9% 115.0
Cecil 77,089            85,026            10.3% 165 146 393            460            56,603            60,147            6.3% 130.8
Charles 52,056            52,147            0.2% 125 125 351            345            30,421            29,627            -2.6% 85.9
Dorchester 125,385          133,188          6.2% 357 314 303            351            90,515            94,901            4.8% 270.4
Frederick 195,827          202,087          3.2% 154 140 1,111         1,197         147,911          143,661          -2.9% 120.0
Garrett 101,444          95,514            -5.8% 160 141 580            586            50,876            46,019            -9.5% 78.5
Harford 81,409            75,166            -7.7% 119 107 537            537            54,985            49,203            -10.5% 91.6
Howard 37,582            29,371            -21.8% 109 88 266            228            25,632            18,685            -27.1% 82.0
Kent 117,372          128,220          9.2% 369 340 297            334            95,051            101,394          6.7% 303.6
Montgomery 75,077            67,613            -9.9% 130 121 442            387            53,209            48,563            -8.7% 125.5
Prince George's 45,462            37,005            -18.6% 101 99 388            312            23,805            17,376            -27.0% 55.7
Queen Anne's 155,566          146,927          -5.6% 351 282 390            438            131,953          120,336          -8.8% 274.7
St. Mary's 68,153            68,648            0.7% 118 111 531            536            41,709            39,794            -4.6% 74.2
Somerset 56,650            60,255            6.4% 188 183 210            212            38,720            35,392            -8.6% 166.9
Talbot 105,729          109,002          3.1% 367 357 249            253            86,193            87,107            1.1% 344.3
Washington 125,159          114,065          -8.9% 161 135 689            731            88,566            81,623            -7.8% 111.7
Wicomico 88,470            92,852            5.0% 173 183 356            351            63,209            51,748            -18.1% 147.4
Worcester 131,249          110,847          -15.5% 326 289 276            253            91,197            75,405            -17.3% 298.0



June 2009 

Use of the Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) System for Potential Farmland Protection 
Program Easement Lands  

 
This procedure is a modified LESA evaluation system for farms that are being considered for the 
Farmland and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP) funding.  The system is different from what’s used 
when completing the Farmland Conversion Impact Rating form (AD1006).   
 
The Land Evaluation (LE) portion of the calculation will take soil productivity, capability class, and 
(forest tree) site index into account.  The highest potential score for the LE portion of LESA is 80 points.    
 
In doing the LE portion of the LESA calculation, you’ll need to reference Land Capability Classes, Yield 
(corn) per Acre information, and the Forest Productivity/Site Index information for your county.  The 
references are available on-line.   
 
Before you begin your LESA calculations, inventory all the soil-mapping units on the parcel and note the 
acres in each unit.  The LE portion of the evaluation system will require two tabulations.   
 
For the capability class portion; class 1 (I) soils will earn 40 points, class 2 (II) soils will earn 30 points, 
class 3 (III) soils will earn 20 points, and class 4 (IV) soils will earn 10 points1.  Class 5, 6, and 7 soils 
won’t earn any points. 
 
Soil productivity for all the soil mapping units will be based on either corn yield (bushels per acre) or the 
highest site index for the soil mapping unit.  Each mapping unit that has a corn yield will be compared 
with the highest yielding mapping unit in the county.  Soil mapping units that lack a corn yield will be 
evaluated on a (forest productivity) site index basis.  The highest listed site index for the soil mapping 
unit will be compared with the highest listed site index for the county.  For both corn yield and site index, 
the highest yielding soil mapping unit in the county will be valued at 40.   

 
 

                                                 
1  In some of the older soil surveys, some “C” slopes, in a severely eroded state, are classified as Class 4 soils.  
Consult with your resource soil scientist if a review of the soils finds this situation on the parcel you evaluate. 
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June 2009 

 
EXAMPLES 

 
Example # 1 of how to calculate a Land Evaluation (LE) score - The example farm will be a 200-acre 
farm in Kent County, Maryland.  The maximum corn yield in Kent County is 140 bushels per acre.  The 
maximum site index is 105. 

 
An inventory of the soil-mapping units finds the following units along with the acres of each. 

 
Map Symbol Name of Soil Acres  Yield (non-irrigated corn) Capability Unit 
      Or SI    
MnA  Matapeake 20  140 (Y)   1 (I) 
MnB  Matapeake 53  140 (Y)   2E (IIe) 
MnC3  Matapeake 7  110 (Y)   3E (IIIe) 
MtA  Mattapex 34  135 (Y)   2W (IIw) 
MtC2  Mattapex 12  130 (Y)   3E (IIIe) 
Bs  Bibb  32  100 (SI)  5W (Vw) 
Fh  Fallsington 42  70 (Y)   4W (IVw) 
Total    200 

 
To calculate the soil productivity of the individual mapping units: 
 Put the soil’s yield or highest SI as the numerator and the highest yield or SI for the county as the 

denominator 
 Multiply that value by 40 and by the # of acres of that mapping unit 
 Do it for each of the mapping units, add all points for each of the mapping units 
 Divide the total by the total number of acres in the parcel 
[Yield/Maximum County Yield or Unit’s Highest SI/Highest SI for County] x [40(Total Points)] x 
(Acre(s)) = Pts. per map unit 
 
Mna 140/140 x 40 x 20 =  800 
MnB 140/140 x 40 x 53 =  2,120 
MnC3 110/140 x 40 x 7 =  220 
MtA 135/140 x 40 x 34 =  1,311 
MtC2 130/140 x 40 x 12 =  446 
Bs 100/105 x 40 x 32 =  1,219 
Fh 70/140 x 40 x 42 =  840   
Total    6,956 / 200 = 34.8 
 
To calculate the capability class score - Attribute 40 points to class 1, 30 points to class 2, 20 points to 
class 3, and 10 points for class 4.  If a soil mapping unit has a land capability class of 5, 6, 7, or 8 it won’t 
earn any points in the following table. 

 
Mapping Unit Capability Class Acres  Calculation  
Mna   1  20  40 x 20 =  800 
MnB   2  53  30 x 53 =  1,590  
MnC3   3  7  20 x 7 =  140 
MtA   2  34  30 x 34 =  1,020 
MtC2   3  12  20 x 12 =  240 
Bs   5  32  0 x 32 =  0 
Fh   4  42  10 x 42 =  420 
Total     200    4,210 / 200 = 21.1 

  
The total LE score for this parcel is 34.8 + 21.1 = 55.9 (of a possible 80) 
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Example # 2 of how to calculate a Land Evaluation (LE) score on a 200-acre farm in Washington County, 
Maryland 
 
Map Unit Inventory: 
 
Mapping Unit  Soil Series  Acres Yield (Y) Site Index (SI) Capability Unit 
BaD   Bagtown STX  20   85  7s 
DeC   DeKalb-RO  20   50  6s 
HaA   Hagerstown  35 135  95  1 
HaB   Hagerstown  35 35  95  2e 
HaD   Hagerstown  20 125  95  4e 
HcB   Hagerstown-RO 30   95  6s 
MsB   Murrill   40 120  95  2e 
        
Total      200 
 
Map Unit Capability Class Acres  Calculation 
BaD   7s  20  0 x 20 = 0 
DeC   6s  20  0 x 20 = 0 
HaA   1  35  40 x 35 = 1,400 
HaB   2e  35  30 x 35 = 1,050 
HaD   4e  20  10 x 20 = 200 
HcB   6s  30  0 x 30 = 0 
MsB   2e  40  30 x 40 = 1,200 
Totals     200  3,850/200 = 19.2 
 
Soil Productivity based on corn yield for Capability Classes I-IV and Site Index for Capability Classes V, 
VI, and VII 
 
Map Unit  Prod. Index    Acres   Pts. 
 
    BaD  85/105 (SI) x 40 x 20 =  648 
 
    DeC  50/105 (SI) x 40 x 20 =  381 
 
    HaA  135/140 (Y) x 40 x 35 =  1,350 
 
    HaB  135/140 (Y) x 40 x 35 =  1,350 
 
    HaD  125/140 (Y) x 40 x 20 =  714 
 
    HcB    95/105 (SI) x 40 x 30 =  1,086 
 
    MsB  120/140 (Y) x 40 x 40 =  1,371 
          _____ 
 
         6,900/200 = 34.5 
 
Soil Productivity part of LE = 34.5  LE for parcel = 34.5 + 19.2 = 53.7 
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The Site Assessment portion is a modified version of the one used on the AD 1006.  In doing the Site 
Assessment (SA) portion of LESA, a modified version of the questions asked on the AD 1006 will be 
used.  The highest potential score is 110 points.  There are eight questions (although you are to respond to 
either #4 or #5, not both).  They are as follows: 

 
1) How much land is in non-urban use2 within a radius of 1.0 mile from where the easement acquisition is 
intended? 
 More than 90 percent – 15 Points 
 90 to 20 percent – 14 to 1 point(s) 
 Less than 20 percent – 0 points  

 
2) How much of the site is being farmed (managed for a scheduled harvest) or managed as woodland with 
a forest management plan that emphasizes wood product production? 
 More than 90 percent – 20 points 
 90 to 20 percent – 19 to 1 point(s) 
 Less than 20 percent – 0 points 

 
3) State and county policies have always emphasized the need to preserve large blocks of farmland for the 
continuance of agricultural operations.  The points credited for proximity to permanent easements will 
carry three times the weight of points credited for Districts.  The size of the applicant farm is given credit 
by including it in the easement acreage.  Total points earned cannot exceed twenty-five (25). 

 
 Easements - The combined total acreage of the applicant property and all properties subject to an 

easement to the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation, the Maryland Environmental 
Trust, or other easement(s) with similar restrictions, which are located within one-half (1/2) of one 
mile of any boundary of applicant's property will be calculated.  The applicant will receive one (1) 
point for each fifty acres, or portion of 50 acres of the total acres calculated in this subsection.  Take 
credit for the total acreage of the easements within the ½ mile zone, even if a portion of the easement 
falls outside the ½ mile zone.  

 
 Districts - The total acreage of all non-easement properties subject to a district Agreement with the 

MALPF which are located within one-half (1/2) of one mile of any boundary of the applicant's 
property will be calculated.  The applicant will receive one (1) point for each 150 acres, or portion of 
the total acres calculated in this subsection. Take credit for the total acreage of the districts within the 
½ mile zone, even if a portion of the district falls outside the ½ mile zone.  

  
4) If your score for # 3 exceeded 20 points and the "edge" of the urban-built-up area represents a 
boundary between an urban built-up area and a large extent of permanently protected agricultural land, 
take the following points, as appropriate: 
 The site is adjacent to an urban built-up area – 15 points 
 The site is less than 1 mile from, but is not adjacent to an urban built-up area – 10 points 
 The site is more than 1 mile from an urban built-up area – 5 points 

                                                 
2  Non-urban use are those areas lacking the following characteristics: 

 Having a density of more than 30 structures per 40 acres 
 Lands identified as urbanized area"(UA) on the Census Bureau map 
 Areas mapped with a "tint overprint" on the USGS topographical map 
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June 2009 

 
5) If you didn't qualify to answer # 4 - How close is the proposed easement site (site) to an urban built-up 
area? 
 The site is 2 miles or more from an urban built-up area – 15 points 
 The site is more than 1 mile but less than 2 miles from an urban built-up area – 10 points 
 The site is less than 1 mile from, but is not adjacent to an urban built-up area – 5 points 
 The site is adjacent to an urban built-up area – 0 points 

 
6) Is the proposed easement site as large as the average sized farming unit within the county? (Data are 
from the latest available Census of Agriculture, acreage of farm units in operation with $1,000 or more in 
sales). 
 As large or larger – 10 points 
 Below average – deduct one point for each 5% below the average, down to 0 points if 50 percent or 

more below average – 9 to 0 points 
 

7) Does the proposed easement site (site) have available an adequate supply of farm support services and 
markets (i.e. farm suppliers, equipment dealers, processing and storage facilities and farmer’s markets)? 
 All required services are available – 5 points 
 Some required services are available – 4 to 1 point(s) 
 No required services are available – 0 points 

 
8) What is the relationship between the easement grantor, the farmland, and the extent of conservation 
planning and conservation practice installation?   
 The grantor farms the easement area.  The conservation plan is current and all required practices are 

installed and maintained. – 20 points 
 The grantor farms the easement area.  The conservation plan is current but not all required practices 

are installed.  Practices are scheduled to be completed within five years. – 15 points 
 The grantor does not farm the easement area but others, either on a lease, annual rent, or share basis 

are doing active farming. The conservation plan is current and all required practices are installed and 
maintained. – 15 points 

 The grantor does not farm the easement area but active farming is being done by others, either on a 
lease, annual rent, or share basis. The conservation plan is current but not all required practices are 
installed.  Practices are scheduled to be completed within five years. – 10 points 

 No active farming (i.e. no active cropland, hayland, or pastureland) is occurring on the parcel.  The 
woodland, if any, is not being managed for forest product production. – 5 points 

 
      

An example of the SA portion of LESA follows.  Only the 200-acre site in Kent County will be used. 
  

1) How much land is in non-urban use within a radius of 1.0 mile from where the easement acquisition is 
intended? 
 More than 90 percent – 15 Points 
 90 to 20 percent – 14 to 1 point(s) 
  Less than 20 percent – 0 points  
The farm lies about 4 miles northeast of Chestertown.  The area is rural.  More than 90% of the land 
within 1 mile of the parcel is undeveloped.  15 Points  
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2) How much of the site is being farmed (managed for a scheduled harvest) or managed as woodland with 
a forest management plan that emphasizes wood product production? 
 More than 90 percent – 20 points 
 90 to 20 percent – 19 to 1 point(s) 
 Less than 20 percent – 0 points 
About 25% of the land is not tilled and is wooded.  The woodland area was harvested 12 years ago and 
the forest area is not currently under a forest management plan and it is not being managed for timber. – 
15 Points 

 
Percent Farmed or Managed Point Allocation 
 

89.5%+ 
20 points 

71.5%-75.0% 
15 points 

53.5%-57.0% 
10 points 

35.5%-39.0% 
5 points 

85.9%-89.4% 
19 points 

67.9%-71.4% 
14 points 

49.9%-53.4% 
9 points 

31.9%-35.4% 
4 points 

82.3%-85.8% 
18 points 

64.3%-67.8% 
13 points 

46.3%-49.8% 
8 points 

28.3%-31.8% 
3 points 

78.7%-82.2% 
17 points 

60.7%-64.2% 
12 points 

42.7%-46.2% 
7 points 

24.7%-28.2%  
2 points 

75.1%-78.6%  
16 points 

57.1%-60.6%  
11 points 

39.1%-42.6%  
6 points 

19.6%-24.6% 
1 point 

 
3) State and county policies have always emphasized the need to preserve large blocks of farmland for the 
continuance of agricultural operations.  The points credited for proximity to permanent easements will 
carry three times the weight of points credited for Districts.  The size of the applicant farm is given credit 
by including it in the easement acreage.  Total points earned cannot exceed twenty-five (25). 

 
 Easements - The combined total acreage of the applicant property and all properties subject to an 

easement to the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation, the Maryland Environmental 
Trust, or other easement(s) with similar restrictions, which are located within one-half (1/2) of one 
mile of any boundary of applicant's property will be calculated.  The applicant will receive one (1) 
point for each fifty acres, or portion of 50 acres of the total acres calculated in this subsection.  Take 
credit for the total acreage of the easements within the ½ mile zone, even if a portion of the easement 
falls outside the ½ mile zone.  

 
 Districts - The total acreage of all non-easement properties subject to a district Agreement with the 

MALPF which are located within one-half (1/2) of one mile of any boundary of the applicant's 
property will be calculated.  The applicant will receive one (1) point for each 150 acres, or portion of 
the total acres calculated in this subsection. Take credit for the total acreage of the districts within the 
½ mile zone, even if a portion of the district falls outside the ½ mile zone.  

The proposed 200-acre easement earns 4 points.  Within 1/2 mile of the proposed easement edge, there 
are 2 MALPF easements of 176 and 220 acres.  An additional 4 points and 5 points are earned.  One 
property of 420 acres has an agricultural district designation and it earns 3 points.  The total points 
earned equal 16. 
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4) If your score for # 3 exceeded 20 points and the "edge" of the urban-built-up area represents a 
boundary between an urban built-up area and a large extent of permanently protected agricultural land, 
take the following points as appropriate: 
 The site is adjacent to an urban built-up area – 15 points 
 The site is less than 1 mile from, but is not adjacent to an urban built-up area – 10 points 
 The site is more than 1 mile from an urban built-up area – 5 points 
With 16 points, this calculation is not used. 

  
5) If you didn't qualify to answer # 4 - How close is the proposed easement site (site) to an urban built-up 
area? 
 The site is 2 miles or more from an urban built-up area – 15 points 
 The site is more than 1 mile but less than 2 miles from an urban built-up area – 10 points 
 The site is less than 1 mile from, but is not adjacent to an urban built-up area – 5 points 
 The site is adjacent to an urban built-up area – 0 points 
The site is more than 2 miles from the urban built-up area. – 15 Points  
 
6) Is the proposed easement site (site) as large as the average the average sized farming unit within the 
county? (Data are from the latest available Census of Agriculture, acreage of farm units in operation with 
$1,000 or more in sales). 
 As large or larger – 10 points 
 Below average – deduct one point for each 5% below the average, down to 0 points if 50 percent or 

more below average – 9 to 0 points 
The average farm size in Kent County is 374 acres (1997 Census of Agriculture).  This farm’s size is 200 
acres. – [200 / 374 = 0.53 (53%)] – 1 Point 
  
Percent Range and Point Reduction Table 

 
96-
100+% 

91-
95% 

86-
90% 

81-
85% 

76-
80% 

71-
75% 

66-
70% 

61-
65% 

56-
60% 

51-
55% 

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 
 

7) Does the proposed easement site (site) have available an adequate supply of farm support services and 
markets (i.e. farm suppliers, equipment dealers, processing and storage facilities and farmer’s markets)? 
 All required services are available – 5 points 
 Some required services are available – 4 to 1 point(s) 
 No required services are available – 0 points 
The farm operator has all the farm support services and markets within the county. – 5 Points 
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8) What is the relationship between the easement grantor, the farmland, and the extent of conservation 
planning and conservation practice installation?   
 The grantor farms the easement area.  The conservation plan is current and all required practices are 

installed and maintained. – 20 points 
 The grantor farms the easement area.  The conservation plan is current but not all required practices 

are installed.  Practices are scheduled to be completed within five years. – 15 points 
 The grantor does not farm the easement area but others, either on a lease, annual rent, or share basis 

are doing active farming. The conservation plan is current and all required practices are installed and 
maintained. – 15 points 

 The grantor does not farm the easement area but others, either on a lease, annual rent, or share basis 
are doing active farming. The conservation plan is current but not all required practices are installed.  
Practices are scheduled to be completed within five years. – 10 points 

 No active farming (i.e. no active cropland, hayland, or pastureland nor woodland under management 
for forest product production) is occurring on the parcel. – 5 points 

 The farming is done by an operator who isn't the grantor.   The farm has an up-to-date conservation plan 
and all required practices and systems are installed and maintained. – 15 Points 

 
SA Score – 15 + 15 + 16 + 0 + 15 + 1 + 5 + 15 = 82 (of a possible 110 points) 

 
LESA Ranking of the Site – 55.9 + 82 = 137.9 (of a possible 190 points) Enter this total into the ranking 
spreadsheet. 
 
Questions/Comments - Contact: 
Mark Rose, Assistant State Conservationist 
339 Busch's Frontage Road  
Annapolis, MD 21401-5534 
Phone: (443) 482-2910; Fax: (410) 757-0687; 
Email – mark.rose@md.usda.gov  
 

mailto:mark.rose@md.usda.gov
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Attach supporting documents as specified in agency instructions.
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* e. Other
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* g. TOTAL

* 19. Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Process?

a. This application was made available to the State under the Executive Order 12372 Process for review on .

b. Program is subject to E.O. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review.

c. Program is not covered by E.O. 12372.

* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt? (If "Yes", provide explanation.)

Yes No

Prefix: * First Name:

Middle Name:

* Last Name:

Suffix:

* Title:

* Telephone Number:

* Email:

Fax Number:

Completed by Grants.gov upon submission.* Signature of Authorized Representative: Completed by Grants.gov upon submission.* Date Signed:

18. Estimated Funding ($):

21. *By signing this application, I certify (1) to the statements contained in the list of certifications** and (2) that the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I also provide the required assurances** and agree to
comply with any resulting terms if I accept an award. I am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims 
may subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 218, Section 1001)

** The list of certifications and assurances, or an internet site where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcement or agency
specific instructions.

Authorized Representative:

Authorized for Local Reproduction Standard Form 424 (Revised 10/2005)

Prescribed by OMB Circular A-102
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Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

Explanation

** I AGREE

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* a. Applicant

Attach an additional list of Program/Project Congressional Districts if needed.

* b. Program/Project

Add Attachment Delete Attachment View Attachment

* a. Start Date: * b. End Date:

16. Congressional Districts Of:

17. Proposed Project:
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The following field should contain an explanation if the Applicant organization is delinquent on any Federal Debt. Maximum number of
characters that can be entered is 4,000.  Try and avoid extra spaces and carriage returns to maximize the availability of space.

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* Applicant Federal Debt Delinquency Explanation



INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SF-424 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 60 minutes per response, including time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send 
comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the 
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0043), Washington, DC 20503.   

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS 
PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.  

This is a standard form (including the continuation sheet) required for use as a cover sheet for submission of preapplications and applications and 

related information under discretionary programs.  Some of the items are required and some are optional at the discretion of the applicant or the 

Federal agency (agency). Required items are identified with an asterisk on the form and are specified in the instructions below. In addition to the 

instructions provided below, applicants must consult agency instructions to determine specific requirements.  

Item  Entry:  Item  Entry:  

10.  Name Of Federal Agency: (Required) Enter the name of 
the Federal agency from which assistance is being 
requested with this application. 

1.  Type of Submission: (Required): Select one type of submission in 
accordance with agency instructions.  
• Preapplication  
• Application  
• Changed/Corrected Application – If requested by the agency, check if this 
submission is to change or correct a previously submitted application. Unless 
requested by the agency, applicants may not use this to submit changes after 
the closing date.  

11.  Catalog Of Federal Domestic Assistance Number/Title: 
Enter the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance number 
and title of the program under which assistance is 
requested, as found in the program announcement, if 
applicable.   

12.  Funding Opportunity Number/Title: (Required) Enter the 
Funding Opportunity Number and title of the opportunity 
under which assistance is requested, as found in the 
program announcement.  

13.  Competition Identification Number/Title: Enter the 
Competition Identification Number and title of the 
competition under which assistance is requested, if 
applicable.  

2.  Type of Application: (Required) Select one type of application in accordance 
with agency instructions. 
 
• New – An application that is being submitted to an agency for the first time.  
• Continuation - An extension for an additional funding/budget period for a 
project with a projected completion date. This can include renewals.  
• Revision - Any change in the Federal Government’s financial obligation or 
contingent liability from an existing obligation. If a  
revision, enter the appropriate letter(s).  More than one may be  
selected. If "Other" is selected, please specify in text box provided. 
A. Increase Award                    B. Decrease Award 
C. Increase Duration                D. Decrease Duration 
E. Other (specify) 

14.  Areas Affected By Project:  List the areas or entities using 
the categories (e.g., cities, counties, states, etc.) specified in 
agency instructions. Use the continuation sheet to enter 
additional areas, if needed.  

3.  Date Received: Leave this field blank. This date will be assigned by the 
Federal agency. 

4. Applicant Identifier: Enter the entity identifier assigned buy the Federal 
agency, if any, or the applicant’s control number if applicable. 

15.  Descriptive Title of Applicant’s Project: (Required) Enter 
a brief descriptive title of the project. If appropriate, attach a 
map showing project location (e.g., construction or real 
property projects). For preapplications, attach a summary 
description of the project. 

5a. Federal Entity Identifier: Enter the number assigned to your  
organization by the Federal Agency, if any. 

5b. Federal Award Identifier: For new applications leave blank. For a 
continuation or revision to an existing award, enter the previously assigned 
Federal award identifier number. If a changed/corrected application, enter the 
Federal Identifier in accordance with agency instructions. 

6. Date Received by State: Leave this field blank. This date will be assigned by 
the State, if applicable. 

7. State Application Identifier:  Leave this field blank. This identifier will be 
assigned by the State, if applicable. 

8. Applicant Information: Enter the following in accordance with agency 
instructions: 

16.  Congressional Districts Of: (Required) 16a. Enter the 
applicant’s Congressional District, and 16b. Enter all 
District(s) affected by the program or project. Enter in the 
format: 2 characters State Abbreviation – 3 characters 
District Number, e.g., CA-005 for California 5th district, CA-
012 for California 12th district, NC-103 for North Carolina’s 
103rd district. • If all congressional districts in a state are 
affected, enter “all” for the district number, e.g., MD-all for all 
congressional districts in Maryland. • If nationwide, i.e. all 
districts within all states are affected, enter US-all.  • If the 
program/project is outside the US, enter 00-000. 

a. Legal Name: (Required): Enter the legal name of applicant that will 
undertake the assistance activity. This is ththat the organization has 
registered with the Central Contractor Registry. Information on registering with 
CCR may be obtained by visiting the Grants.gov website. 

17. Proposed Project Start and End Dates: (Required) Enter 
the proposed start date and end date of the project. 

 

b. Employer/Taxpayer Number (EIN/TIN): (Required): Enter the Employer 
or Taxpayer Identification Number (EIN or TIN) as assigned by the Internal 
Revenue Service.  If your organization is not in the US, enter 44-4444444. 

18. Estimated Funding: (Required) Enter the amount 
requested or to be contributed during the first funding/budget 
period by each contributor. Value of in-kind contributions 
should be included on appropriate lines, as applicable. If the 
action will result in a dollar change to an existing award, 
indicate only the amount of the change. For decreases, 
enclose the amounts in parentheses. 



 
c. Organizational DUNS: (Required) Enter the organization’s DUNS or 
DUNS+4 number received from Dun and Bradstreet.  Information on obtaining 
a DUNS number may be obtained by visiting the Grants.gov website. 

19. Is Application Subject to Review by State Under 
Executive Order 12372 Process? Applicants should 
contact the State Single Point of Contact (SPOC) for Federal 
Executive Order 12372 to determine whether the application 
is subject to the State intergovernmental review process. 
Select the appropriate box.  If “a.” is selected, enter the date 
the application was submitted to the State. 

 

d. Address: Enter the complete address as follows: Street address (Line 1 
required), City (Required), County, State (Required, if country is US), 
Province, Country (Required), Zip/Postal Code (Required, if country is US). 

20. Is the Applicant Delinquent on any Federal Debt? 
(Required) Select the appropriate box. This question applies 
to the applicant organization, not the person who signs as 
the authorized representative. Categories of debt include 
delinquent audit disallowances, loans and taxes. If yes, 
include an explanation on the continuation sheet. 

e. Organizational Unit:  Enter the name of the primary organizational unit 
(and department or division, (if applicable) that will undertake the assistance 
activity, if applicable. 

 

f. Name and contact information of person to be contacted on matters 
involving this applicat required), organizational affiliation (if affiliated with an 
organization other on: Enter the name (First and last name than the applicant 
organization), telephone number (Required), fax number, and email address 
(Required) of the person to contact on matters related to this application. 
 

21. Authorized Representative: (Required) To be signed and 
dated by the authorized representative of the applicant 
organization. Enter the name (First and last name required) 
title (Required), telephone number (Required), fax number, 
and email address (Required) of the person authorized to 
sign for the applicant. A copy of the governing body’s 
authorization for you to sign this application as the official 
representative must be on file in the applicant’s office. 
(Certain Federal agencies may require that this 
authorization be submitted as part of the application.) 

Type of Applicant: (Required) Select up to three applicant type(s) in 
accordance with agency instructions. 

9. 

A. State Government 
B. County Government 
C. City or Township 

Government 
D. Special District Government 
E. Regional Organization 
F. U.S. Territory or Possession 
G. Independent School District 
H. Public/State Controlled 

Institution of Higher 
Education 

I. Indian/Native American 
Tribal Government 
(Federally Recognized) 

J. Indian/Native American 
Tribal Government (Other 
than Federally Recognized) 

K. Indian/Native American 
Tribally Designated 
Organization 

L. Public/Indian Housing 
Authority 

M. Nonprofit 
N. Nonprofit 
O. Private Institution of 

Higher Education 
P. Individual 
Q. For-Profit Organization 

(Other than Small 
Business) 

R. Small Business 
S. Hispanic-serving 

Institution 
T. Historically Black 

Colleges and 
Universities (HBCUs) 

U. Tribally Controlled 
Colleges and 
Universities (TCCUs) 

V. Alaska Native and 
Native Hawaiian Serving 
Institutions 

W. Non-domestic (non-US) 
Entity 

X. Other (specify) 
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