	Choptank and Nanticoke River 

	2006  CONSERVATION SECURITY PROGRAM

	FARMLAND WILDLIFE HABITAT SELF-ASSESSMENT QUESTIONNAIRE

	 
	

	Name:
	
	Farm No.:
	

	Address:
	
	Tract No.:
	

	
	
	Date:
	


	The purpose of this questionnaire is to provide a method for you to assess your Agricultural Operation for farmland wildlife habitat that is suitable for your watershed.  For Tier II or Tier III eligibility, each farm that you own or operate must meet the minimum wildlife habitat requirements as described below.

Directions:  Read and answer each question by checking Yes, No, or Not Applicable (N/A).  You may only answer N/A if the identified land use (cropland or pasture) is not present on your farm, or you do not use chemical pesticides.  


	Cropland (includes hay in rotation) and Permanent Hayland
	Yes
	No
	N/A

	
	
	
	

	A.  Over-winter cover and crop management:  For each of your fields, do you have one or more of the following habitat elements each year during the winter months: 

1. At least 30% surface cover, consisting of crop residue or winter annual weeds, or
2. At least 1% of the field consists of unharvested crops or food plots, or
3. Small grain is planted by October 31st, or
4. Hay crop is present.
	x FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	B.  Pest management:  For each of your fields, do you:

1. Apply pesticides according to label recommendations, including any required set-backs from water, wetlands, or other sensitive areas? 

2. On cropland, use a crop rotation to help break pest cycles and reduce the need for pesticides?
	x FORMCHECKBOX 

x FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	
	

	Pasture
(does not include small exercise lots or loafing areas adjacent to barns)
	Yes
	No
	N/A

	
	
	
	

	Pasture management:  For each of your fields, do you: 

1. Use a planned grazing system to schedule the timing and duration of grazing, and 

2. Maintain at least 75% plant cover year-round? 
	x FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
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	Undisturbed areas adjacent to production fields are especially important for providing food and cover for wildlife.  Wildlife habitat areas can include field edge borders (riparian forest buffers, hedgerows, field borders, and filter strips) and other non-cropped/non-pastured areas (woodland, tidal or non-tidal wetlands, and/or shrubby idle areas).  

Wildlife habitat areas that are used for CSP assessment must be must be:

1. At least 35 feet wide if grasses or weeds, or at least 20 feet wide if wooded or shrubby; and,

2. Not mowed, grazed, or significantly disturbed by human activities during the nesting season (April 15 - August 15).  Significant disturbance includes use for farm lanes and for recreation with 4-wheelers or dirt bikes; and,

3. Under your management control, or if you are renting land, these areas must be protected by federal or state law (such as tidal and nontidal wetlands), a conservation easement that protects wildlife habitat, a USDA conservation contract (such as WRP, WHIP, CRP or CREP), or part of a federal or state wildlife management area.

Directions:  On the aerial photo of each farm, mark the location of all wildlife habitat areas that meet all three of the above criteria.  Then read and answer each question by checking Yes, No, or Not Applicable (N/A).  

	Wildlife Habitat Areas 
(non-cropped, non-pastured strips and blocks, idle areas, wetlands, 
woodlands, rivers, and streams )
	Yes
	No
	N/A

	
	
	
	

	a. Does the total acreage of all wildlife habitat areas meet a minimum size that is equivalent to at least 5% of your production acreage (for example, do you have at least 5 acres of wildlife habitat for every 100 acres of cropland and pasture)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	b. Considering at least half of your production fields:

1. Do you have wildlife habitat areas along at least 25% of each field's perimeter?  

2. When added together, do these fields total at least 50% of your combined acreage of cropland and pasture?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	c. If there are livestock on the property, do they have very limited or no access to streams and ponds?  For example, you might provide limited access to water at a stream crossing, or for the purpose of allowing occasional flash-grazing along stream banks.  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Any No answer indicates that this Agricultural Operation does not meet the minimum farmland wildlife criteria for Tiers II or III.  

