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	RIPARIAN CORRIDOR ASSESSMENT TOOL

	 
	

	Name:
	
	Farm No.:
	

	Address:
	
	Tract No.:
	

	
	
	Date:
	


	To be eligible for Tier III, riparian corridors within the Agricultural Operation must be adequately buffered and stabilized to provide quality habitat for fish and wildlife.  Assess all perennial and intermittent streams* and buffer zones in the offered acreage that are under the participant's management control.  For rented land, assess only those streams that are within rented crop fields.  Do not evaluate Public Drainage Association or Tax Ditch Association channels because the associations have control of in-channel maintenance.  On-farm ditches that are not considered perennial or intermittent streams should not be included in this evaluation.
Directions:  Read and answer each question by checking Yes, No, or Not Applicable (N/A).  You may only answer N/A if a stream or identified element is not present on the property.  


	Riparian Concerns
	Yes
	No
	N/A

	A.  Channel Condition:  

1. Are perennial and intermittent streams (as defined in this document) generally in a natural condition?  

2. If the streams were artificially channelized in the past, are you periodically disturbing them by deepening, dredging, or straightening? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	B.  Hydrologic Alterations:  Are you removing significant amounts of water from a stream (such as for livestock water, a by-pass pond, or irrigation) to the extent that fish habitat is adversely affected during low rainfall periods?  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	C.  Bank Stability:  Are streambanks at least moderately stable, with little or only minor bank erosion?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	D.  Barriers to Fish Movement:  

1. Are there any in-stream artificial barriers (such as drop structures, culverts, dams or diversions)?

2. If you answered "Yes" above, is the vertical drop from the barrier to the water less than 1 foot in height?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	E.  Riparian Buffer Zone:  Does natural vegetation or a planted buffer or filter strip, extend for at least half of the channel width on each side of the stream, or at least 35 feet wide, whichever is less? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



*Notes:  "Perennial and intermittent streams" include channelized streams as well as unaltered stream systems.  They do not include constructed drainage ditches in locations where streams did not naturally occur.  

If a stream segment is unstable or degraded, consider only the conditions that have been caused by the participant's actions, or are reasonably within the participant's means to correct.  For example, a stream may be actively down cutting due to hydrologic alterations in the upstream watershed, and not due to anything that is within the participant's control.  
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