The National Organization of Professional Hispanic NRCS Employee’s (NOPHNRCSE) 13th Annual Training Conference was held in Orlando, Florida from July 24 th through the 27 th.  The theme of the conference was “Hispanics-Helping People Conserve the Land”. The training conference provided a forum to help make NRCS a stronger supporter of our nation’s agriculture and natural resources. 
One of the many interesting and educational activities that it offered was a day with three different technical conservation tours.  I had an opportunity to attend the Disney Wilderness Preserve tour managed by the Nature Conservancy.  Approximately 100 NRCS employees from different states in the country participated in this fascinating tour. This tour was divided into three activities; hiking, taking a swamp buggy tour, and canoeing.  We hiked for an hour to explore the different plant communities found on a pine flatwoods ecosystem and the natural process needed to sustain this system.  The swamp buggy tour gave us an opportunity to see wildlife that calls this beautiful preserve home.  The canoe trip was a very exciting and refreshing activity in a 105° heat index hot humid summer day.  This tour lasted around one hour and exposed us to the importance of Florida’s wetlands.  The site was an undeveloped cypress lake approximately 540 acres. 
I exhort all employees to participate in these great training opportunities that the different organizations put together to provide more tools for our professional development.  You do not have to be a representative of a specific group to participate and benefit from these great conferences. 
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