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Delaware Enhancement Activity Job Sheet EEM45
STIR Ratings (Less Than 60, 20 &10)
Payment = $0.90 / Acre / Year for STIR rating less than 15; $0.70 / Acre / Year for STIR rating less than 30; $0.50 / Acre / Year for STIR rating less than 60. 
Soil Tillage Intensity Rating (STIR) is a calculation based on the location of cropland and the Crop Management System that the producer employs on that land. It is an index used to evaluate the kind, severity and number of ground disturbing tillage passes on soil quality. Higher numbers indicate greater disturbance; lower numbers indicate less disturbance.

The components of STIR are: operating speed of tillage equipment, tillage type, tillage depth and the percent of surface area disturbed. Weights are assigned to each component to calculate a rating. This rating is useful in making residue management decisions. It is one of three outputs from the Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation Version 2.0. (RUSLE2). The other outputs are a soil loss estimate and a soil organic matter trend estimate from the Soil Conditioning Index.

Documentation Required: STIR ratings from RUSLE2 – NRCS provides.
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New Castle Agricultural Center�2430 Old County Road�Newark, Delaware 19702�Phone:  302-832-3100
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Kent County Agricultural Center�800 Bay Road�Suite #2�Dover, Delaware 19901-4667�Phone:  302-741-2600
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Sussex County Agricultural Center�408 North Dupont Highway


Suite C�Georgetown, Delaware 19947


Phone:  302-856-3990








The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's � HYPERLINK "http://www.usda.gov/oo/target.htm" �TARGET Center� at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).


To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.











