Delaware Supplement to the Conservation Security Program (CSP) Manual 
Significant Changes CSP 2006:

1. The adjusted variable rate for enhancement payments for 2006:


 120-100-80-60-10-0 for 2006

2. Grazing systems must have a monitoring system in place for placement in Tier III
3. Tier II and Tier III contracts will be funded before Tier I contracts

4. Use of Water Quality Tool is required.

5. Producer must complete the benchmark inventory.
6. RUSLE2 template use is required.

7. Potted plants in nursery – In ground – eligible for CSP. 

             In pots on top of ground – ineligible for CSP

7. Time line for 2006 signup:

February 13 – March 31 – Signup

April 10 – all data processed and entered in CST

April 15 – Applications complete in Protracts

April 22 – Contracts selected for funding

May 2006 – Payments begin 

518.44 Conservation Standards – Minimum Level of Treatment
Land added to a contract through a modification must meet all of the following requirements:
       1. The minimum level of treatment requirements as described in a., b., and c. 
       2. The criteria for the lowest category funded (for 2005 contracts Category C) 
a. Cropland Tier 1 & II

1. Positive SCI
2. Pass the Water Quality Screening Tool


b. Pastureland

       1. Pass the Grazing Water Quality Screening Tool
       2. A Pasture Plan
c. All agricultural Land – Tier III
Summary of requirements for minimum level of treatment for Tier 3 in Maryland and Delaware for 2006.
1. Must be the entire operation
2. Positive SCI. ( for 2006 signup pastureland SCI enhancement payment is capped at an SCI of 1.0) 
3. Pass the Water Quality Screening Tool.
4. Pass the Grazing/Pasture Screening Tool on any pasture/grazing land
5. Livestock must be excluded from all perennial and intermittent streams.
6. Meet requirements for 0.5 on the Wildlife Habitat Self-Assessment Questionnaire.
7. Have a 0.5 or higher on Irrigation Water Management Tool.
8. Meet requirements for the Riparian Corridor Assessment Tool.(1*)
9. Quality criteria met for the local NRCS FOTG for all existing resource concerns and considerations
10. Have no significant observable erosion or water quality problems including ditch banks

11. A brief field visit to all or a portion of the tracts selected for Tier III to observe farmstead, pastures, and streams. This may be eliminated if field staff is familiar with all property offered.
12. Grazing systems need to have monitoring systems in place.
(1*) A perennial or intermittent “stream” for Tier II and Tier III:
· Not channelized (natural condition)

· Channelized, within a floodplain soil mapping unit

· Channelized, within a hydric soil unit mapped as a narrow, elongated feature in fluvial/floodplain position

· Channelized, within a soil mapping unit with a  “B” slope class or steeper

· Consider only streams and lands that are under the participant's management control 

· Ignore constructed drainage ditches (not originally streams) 
A minimum buffer along field ditches that are not/were not streams is not required.  However, participants who have no setbacks on ditches will be required to answer "No" to the questions concerning pesticide and nutrient setbacks in the Water Quality Screening Tool.  A "No" answer will reduce their Water Quality score, possibly to the extent that they become ineligible for CSP. 
518.52 Enrollment Categories and Subcategories

a. Categories

Enrollment category details for FY 2006 sign-up (see signup announcement)

b. Subcategories

Enrollment subcategory two (2) (on-going monitoring) will be used for the Choptank and Nanticoke watersheds. Use subcategory one (1) for Limited Resources farmers.
518.61 Producer Self-Assessment and Inventory


c. Benchmark Condition Inventory

The applicant must complete the following:

1. Self Assessment workbook – National

2. Delaware CSP Producer Workbook
The applicant must certify that they have the following:

1. A minimum 2 years of written records or documentation.
Completion of these items will assure that the Benchmark Condition Inventory is complete.

518.63 Category Placement


c. Multiple land use applications will be placed in the category of the land use with the largest number of acres.

518.80 Establishing Payments


c. Stewardship Payments

Pastured Cropland in Land Capability Classes I, II, III, and IV will receive a “cropland” stewardship and existing practice payment.

The SCI enhancement payment will be capped at 1.0 for the following cropland types:
· Hayland

· Orchards

· Vineyards

· Cropped Woodland
· Marshes
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