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National Bulletin: 300-11-9   Date: 
December 1, 
2010 

Subject: LTP - EQIP Organic Initiative - Fiscal Year (FY) 2011  

Action Required By:   January 3, 2011  
 
Purpose.    To provide State Conservationists (STCs) and the Directors, Caribbean and Pacific Islands 
Areas, with guidance for administering the FY 2011 Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
Organic Initiative.    
 
Expiration Date.   September 30, 2011   
 
Background.    Through the EQIP Organic Initiative, NRCS provides assistance to eligible producers for 
installation of conservation practices on agricultural operations related to organic production or transition
to organic production.  According to statute, eligible producers include those who agree to develop and 
carry out an organic system plan (OSP) or develop and implement conservation practices for certified 
organic production that are consistent with an OSP.  NRCS has determined that this definition includes 
certified organic producers and producers who are transitioning to become certified organic.  Eligible 
producers also include producers who fall under the exemption category in the National Organic Program 
(NOP) regulation:  those producers whose gross agricultural income from organic sales total $5,000 or 
less annually but who still comply with the applicable organic production, handling, and labeling 
requirements mandated for certified organic producers. 

  

The Chief has established a national application cutoff date of March 4, 2011, for the FY 2011 EQIP 
Organic Initiative.  STCs must provide the opportunity for eligible producers to compete for EQIP Organic 
Initiative benefits separately from other EQIP funding pools and subaccounts established in ProTracts.

  

To achieve the purposes of the initiative, $50 million in financial assistance and associated technical 
assistance has been allocated for FY 2011 initiative administration.  EQIP Organic Initiative funds can 
only be used to address organic-related EQIP contracts.  These funds are subject to EQIP program 
regulation and policy and are to be obligated by May 2, 2011.  If the allocated EQIP Organic Initiative 
funds are not obligated within a State by this date, the STC must return the unused funds to National 
Headquarters (NHQ) by submitting Form NHQ-FNM-3, “Allowance/Performance Adjustment Sheet,” no 
later than May 9, 2011.  The procedure for returning funds should be in accordance with Title 440, Conservation 
Programs Manual (CPM), Part 512, Subpart I, Fund Management, Section 512.84, “Fund Allocation Changes.”  This policy should 
also be followed by States requesting additional funds; all additional funds must be requested and 
obligated by May 9, 2011.  E-mail completed forms to the National EQIP Team Leader.

  

Additional information about the NOP and organic certification requirements administered by the 
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) can be found at:  http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/nop and 
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/NOPProgramHandbook. 
        
 
Explanation.    To ensure correct and timely implementation of the FY 2011 EQIP Organic Initiative, 
STCs and Directors, Caribbean and Pacific Islands Areas, must take the following measures by January 
3, 2011: 

  

          Application Cutoff Date.—STCs must establish an application cutoff date for the initiative of 
March 4, 2011.  The established date must be advertised and published on each State NRCS Web 
site.  No alternative dates may be set.  

          Subaccounts and Subaccount Types.—STCs must establish at least two EQIP subaccounts in 
ProTracts for administration of EQIP Organic Initiative funds.  One of these subaccounts must be 
assigned the account type of “Organic Transition”; the other must be assigned the account type of 
“Certified Organic.”  Any additional subaccounts established by the STC to support the initiative 
must be assigned to one of the two aforementioned account types.  The “Certified Organic” account
type should also be used for producers who are considered to be certification-exempt according to 
the NOP regulations.  Organic applications must be attached to a subaccount with one of these two
account types.  

          ProTracts Requirements.—In order to improve obligations, enforcement of payment 
limitations, and data collection, a new ProTracts quality assurance check will be implemented.  
When entering in an Organic Initiative application you must choose one of the following two 
application types:  “Organic” or “Plan-Organic.”  The “Organic” application type should be chosen for
certified, certification-exempt, or transitioning producers.  The “Plan-Organic” application type 
should be chosen when a conservation activity plan (CAP) is planned in an organic-related 
application.  Both of these application types invoke the appropriate organic payment limitations.  If
you have chosen one of these two organic-related application types, you will not be able to proceed
through contract obligation unless you have chosen a correlating organic-related account type; 
either “Organic Transition” or “Organic Certified.”  This rule works in the reverse as well; you will 
not be able to proceed if the application type does not correlate with the selected account type. 

          Conservation Practices.—STCs, with input from Local Working Groups and State Technical 
Committees, must establish and advertise a State-approved list of organic-related practices that 
will be available to EQIP Organic Initiative applicants.  STCs must offer and make available any 
conservation practice that is likely to be needed by organic or transitioning producers in the State.  
According to National Bulletin 300-11-4, Guidance for Support of Conservation Activity Plans Funded
Through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), the “Conservation Plan Supporting 
Organic Transition” CAP must be offered in all States and Areas for EQIP.   

          The information in Attachment A provides guidance concerning what NRCS practices and 
resource concerns correspond to NOP requirements; this list is not all-inclusive.  

          Payment Schedules.—STCs should review the FY 2010 initiative payment schedules to ensure 
that they appropriately account for increased costs and income forgone that may have resulted due 
to implementation of a practice on an organic or transitioning operation.  If the review determines 
the FY 2010 payment schedules did not address all of these issues completely, STCs must revise 
and update cost information for the payment schedules for FY 2011 use.  STCs should ensure 
consistency of costs across State lines and within the State.  The appropriate data sources for all 
costs must be documented in the payment schedules.  

 

Any additional payment schedules created for the FY 2011 Organic Initiative must also take into 
account potential increased costs and income foregone that may result due to implementation of a 
practice on an organic or transitioning operation.

 

The information in Attachment A provides guidance concerning potential payment schedule 
considerations for increased Organic Initiative–related costs; this list is not all-inclusive.  

  

          Payment Rates.—STCs must include a program payment percentage of 75 percent in all EQIP 
Organic Initiative payment schedules.  For historically underserved program participants, STCs must
include a program payment percentage of 90 percent.  

          Payment Schedule Review.—After FY 2011 EQIP Organic Initiative payment schedules are 
reviewed within the State, but before they are uploaded to ProTracts, STCs must submit them to 
NHQ for a quality review.  To accomplish this, STCs must post their EQIP Organic Initiative 
payment schedules to the national payment schedule SharePoint Web site, under the FY 2011 
directory.  When STCs have uploaded their practice payment schedules, they must send a 
notification e-mail to Kalven Trice (kalven.trice@wdc.usda.gov) and James Rowe (james.rowe@wdc.usda.gov).  
The e-mail must identify practices and scenarios established to support the initiative.  Within 10 
working days, a response will be sent to the STC by e-mail, granting concurrence of the payment 
schedule scenarios or indicating if adjustments are needed.  

          Payment Schedule Web Site Posting.—In accordance with 440-CPM, Part 512, Subpart D, Program 
Payment Schedules, Section 512.31(C)(2), final payment schedule lists must be posted to the State Web site.
 E-mail the Web site URL where your Organic Initiative payment schedules can be accessed by the 
public to Abigail Letzter. 

          Success Stories.—E-mail any initiative success stories to Abigail Letzter.  These stories may 
be used in USDA congressional testimony and on the national EQIP Organic Initiative Web site. 

  

To ensure consistent implementation of the EQIP Organic Initiative in all States and Areas, the following 
procedures should be considered:

  

          Screening Criteria.—STCs must use the national organic screening criteria worksheets 
provided in Attachments B (worksheet to be used for producers transitioning to organic) and C 
(worksheet for certified and exempt organic producers) as part of the application evaluation 
process. 

          Ranking Criteria.—STCs may use the Application, Evaluation and Ranking Tool (AERT) ranking 
questions provided in Attachment D (AERT guidance for fiscal 2011) to fulfill the requirement for 
the State and local level questions as stated in 440-CPM, Part 512, Subpart C, Application for Assistance, Section 
512.25(A)(2).  State- and local-level ranking questions must be directly related to addressing 
identified resource concerns for organic production systems.  

          Resource Concerns.—Attachment D also provides the list of primary and secondary resource 
concerns for the EQIP Organic Initiative.  Primary resource concerns are those determined to be 
directly related to NOP regulations, unlike secondary resource concerns.  For FY 2011 producers are 
able to address all NRCS offered resource concerns through EQIP Organic Initiative contracts, 
however, at least one primary resource concern must be addressed.  This policy is addressed 
through screening criteria in Attachments B and C.  

          Eligibility Criteria.—Eligibility criteria specific to organic and transitioning producers is 
outlined in 440-CPM, Part 515, Subpart F, Program Eligibility, Section 515.51(D)(3) (a) to (c). 

   
 
Contact.    If you have any questions, contact the Conservation Programs Specialist, at (202) 720-1834 
or abigail.letzter@wdc.usda.gov.   
 
 

  
             /s/
 
DONALD W. GOHMERT
Acting Deputy Chief
Financial Assistance and Community Development

 
Attachment A - Guidance for Selection of Conservation Practices to Support Organic Operations 
Attachment B - Screening Criteria Worksheet - Transition to Organic Production 
Attachment C - Screening Criteria Worksheet - "Certified" Organic Operation 
Attachment D - Application, Evaluation, and Ranking Tool Guidance - Fiscal Year 2011      
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Action Required By:   January 3, 2011  
 
Purpose.    To provide State Conservationists (STCs) and the Directors, Caribbean and Pacific Islands 
Areas, with guidance for administering the FY 2011 Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
Organic Initiative.    
 
Expiration Date.   September 30, 2011   
 
Background.    Through the EQIP Organic Initiative, NRCS provides assistance to eligible producers for 
installation of conservation practices on agricultural operations related to organic production or transition
to organic production.  According to statute, eligible producers include those who agree to develop and 
carry out an organic system plan (OSP) or develop and implement conservation practices for certified 
organic production that are consistent with an OSP.  NRCS has determined that this definition includes 
certified organic producers and producers who are transitioning to become certified organic.  Eligible 
producers also include producers who fall under the exemption category in the National Organic Program 
(NOP) regulation:  those producers whose gross agricultural income from organic sales total $5,000 or 
less annually but who still comply with the applicable organic production, handling, and labeling 
requirements mandated for certified organic producers. 

  

The Chief has established a national application cutoff date of March 4, 2011, for the FY 2011 EQIP 
Organic Initiative.  STCs must provide the opportunity for eligible producers to compete for EQIP Organic 
Initiative benefits separately from other EQIP funding pools and subaccounts established in ProTracts.

  

To achieve the purposes of the initiative, $50 million in financial assistance and associated technical 
assistance has been allocated for FY 2011 initiative administration.  EQIP Organic Initiative funds can 
only be used to address organic-related EQIP contracts.  These funds are subject to EQIP program 
regulation and policy and are to be obligated by May 2, 2011.  If the allocated EQIP Organic Initiative 
funds are not obligated within a State by this date, the STC must return the unused funds to National 
Headquarters (NHQ) by submitting Form NHQ-FNM-3, “Allowance/Performance Adjustment Sheet,” no 
later than May 9, 2011.  The procedure for returning funds should be in accordance with Title 440, Conservation 
Programs Manual (CPM), Part 512, Subpart I, Fund Management, Section 512.84, “Fund Allocation Changes.”  This policy should 
also be followed by States requesting additional funds; all additional funds must be requested and 
obligated by May 9, 2011.  E-mail completed forms to the National EQIP Team Leader.

  

Additional information about the NOP and organic certification requirements administered by the 
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) can be found at:  http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/nop and 
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/NOPProgramHandbook. 
        
 
Explanation.    To ensure correct and timely implementation of the FY 2011 EQIP Organic Initiative, 
STCs and Directors, Caribbean and Pacific Islands Areas, must take the following measures by January 
3, 2011: 

  

          Application Cutoff Date.—STCs must establish an application cutoff date for the initiative of 
March 4, 2011.  The established date must be advertised and published on each State NRCS Web 
site.  No alternative dates may be set.  

          Subaccounts and Subaccount Types.—STCs must establish at least two EQIP subaccounts in 
ProTracts for administration of EQIP Organic Initiative funds.  One of these subaccounts must be 
assigned the account type of “Organic Transition”; the other must be assigned the account type of 
“Certified Organic.”  Any additional subaccounts established by the STC to support the initiative 
must be assigned to one of the two aforementioned account types.  The “Certified Organic” account
type should also be used for producers who are considered to be certification-exempt according to 
the NOP regulations.  Organic applications must be attached to a subaccount with one of these two
account types.  

          ProTracts Requirements.—In order to improve obligations, enforcement of payment 
limitations, and data collection, a new ProTracts quality assurance check will be implemented.  
When entering in an Organic Initiative application you must choose one of the following two 
application types:  “Organic” or “Plan-Organic.”  The “Organic” application type should be chosen for
certified, certification-exempt, or transitioning producers.  The “Plan-Organic” application type 
should be chosen when a conservation activity plan (CAP) is planned in an organic-related 
application.  Both of these application types invoke the appropriate organic payment limitations.  If
you have chosen one of these two organic-related application types, you will not be able to proceed
through contract obligation unless you have chosen a correlating organic-related account type; 
either “Organic Transition” or “Organic Certified.”  This rule works in the reverse as well; you will 
not be able to proceed if the application type does not correlate with the selected account type. 

          Conservation Practices.—STCs, with input from Local Working Groups and State Technical 
Committees, must establish and advertise a State-approved list of organic-related practices that 
will be available to EQIP Organic Initiative applicants.  STCs must offer and make available any 
conservation practice that is likely to be needed by organic or transitioning producers in the State.  
According to National Bulletin 300-11-4, Guidance for Support of Conservation Activity Plans Funded
Through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), the “Conservation Plan Supporting 
Organic Transition” CAP must be offered in all States and Areas for EQIP.   

          The information in Attachment A provides guidance concerning what NRCS practices and 
resource concerns correspond to NOP requirements; this list is not all-inclusive.  

          Payment Schedules.—STCs should review the FY 2010 initiative payment schedules to ensure 
that they appropriately account for increased costs and income forgone that may have resulted due 
to implementation of a practice on an organic or transitioning operation.  If the review determines 
the FY 2010 payment schedules did not address all of these issues completely, STCs must revise 
and update cost information for the payment schedules for FY 2011 use.  STCs should ensure 
consistency of costs across State lines and within the State.  The appropriate data sources for all 
costs must be documented in the payment schedules.  

 

Any additional payment schedules created for the FY 2011 Organic Initiative must also take into 
account potential increased costs and income foregone that may result due to implementation of a 
practice on an organic or transitioning operation.

 

The information in Attachment A provides guidance concerning potential payment schedule 
considerations for increased Organic Initiative–related costs; this list is not all-inclusive.  

  

          Payment Rates.—STCs must include a program payment percentage of 75 percent in all EQIP 
Organic Initiative payment schedules.  For historically underserved program participants, STCs must
include a program payment percentage of 90 percent.  

          Payment Schedule Review.—After FY 2011 EQIP Organic Initiative payment schedules are 
reviewed within the State, but before they are uploaded to ProTracts, STCs must submit them to 
NHQ for a quality review.  To accomplish this, STCs must post their EQIP Organic Initiative 
payment schedules to the national payment schedule SharePoint Web site, under the FY 2011 
directory.  When STCs have uploaded their practice payment schedules, they must send a 
notification e-mail to Kalven Trice (kalven.trice@wdc.usda.gov) and James Rowe (james.rowe@wdc.usda.gov).  
The e-mail must identify practices and scenarios established to support the initiative.  Within 10 
working days, a response will be sent to the STC by e-mail, granting concurrence of the payment 
schedule scenarios or indicating if adjustments are needed.  

          Payment Schedule Web Site Posting.—In accordance with 440-CPM, Part 512, Subpart D, Program 
Payment Schedules, Section 512.31(C)(2), final payment schedule lists must be posted to the State Web site.
 E-mail the Web site URL where your Organic Initiative payment schedules can be accessed by the 
public to Abigail Letzter. 

          Success Stories.—E-mail any initiative success stories to Abigail Letzter.  These stories may 
be used in USDA congressional testimony and on the national EQIP Organic Initiative Web site. 

  

To ensure consistent implementation of the EQIP Organic Initiative in all States and Areas, the following 
procedures should be considered:

  

          Screening Criteria.—STCs must use the national organic screening criteria worksheets 
provided in Attachments B (worksheet to be used for producers transitioning to organic) and C 
(worksheet for certified and exempt organic producers) as part of the application evaluation 
process. 

          Ranking Criteria.—STCs may use the Application, Evaluation and Ranking Tool (AERT) ranking 
questions provided in Attachment D (AERT guidance for fiscal 2011) to fulfill the requirement for 
the State and local level questions as stated in 440-CPM, Part 512, Subpart C, Application for Assistance, Section 
512.25(A)(2).  State- and local-level ranking questions must be directly related to addressing 
identified resource concerns for organic production systems.  

          Resource Concerns.—Attachment D also provides the list of primary and secondary resource 
concerns for the EQIP Organic Initiative.  Primary resource concerns are those determined to be 
directly related to NOP regulations, unlike secondary resource concerns.  For FY 2011 producers are 
able to address all NRCS offered resource concerns through EQIP Organic Initiative contracts, 
however, at least one primary resource concern must be addressed.  This policy is addressed 
through screening criteria in Attachments B and C.  

          Eligibility Criteria.—Eligibility criteria specific to organic and transitioning producers is 
outlined in 440-CPM, Part 515, Subpart F, Program Eligibility, Section 515.51(D)(3) (a) to (c). 

   
 
Contact.    If you have any questions, contact the Conservation Programs Specialist, at (202) 720-1834 
or abigail.letzter@wdc.usda.gov.   
 
 

  
             /s/
 
DONALD W. GOHMERT
Acting Deputy Chief
Financial Assistance and Community Development

 
Attachment A - Guidance for Selection of Conservation Practices to Support Organic Operations 
Attachment B - Screening Criteria Worksheet - Transition to Organic Production 
Attachment C - Screening Criteria Worksheet - "Certified" Organic Operation 
Attachment D - Application, Evaluation, and Ranking Tool Guidance - Fiscal Year 2011      
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Action Required By:   January 3, 2011  
 
Purpose.    To provide State Conservationists (STCs) and the Directors, Caribbean and Pacific Islands 
Areas, with guidance for administering the FY 2011 Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
Organic Initiative.    
 
Expiration Date.   September 30, 2011   
 
Background.    Through the EQIP Organic Initiative, NRCS provides assistance to eligible producers for 
installation of conservation practices on agricultural operations related to organic production or transition
to organic production.  According to statute, eligible producers include those who agree to develop and 
carry out an organic system plan (OSP) or develop and implement conservation practices for certified 
organic production that are consistent with an OSP.  NRCS has determined that this definition includes 
certified organic producers and producers who are transitioning to become certified organic.  Eligible 
producers also include producers who fall under the exemption category in the National Organic Program 
(NOP) regulation:  those producers whose gross agricultural income from organic sales total $5,000 or 
less annually but who still comply with the applicable organic production, handling, and labeling 
requirements mandated for certified organic producers. 

  

The Chief has established a national application cutoff date of March 4, 2011, for the FY 2011 EQIP 
Organic Initiative.  STCs must provide the opportunity for eligible producers to compete for EQIP Organic 
Initiative benefits separately from other EQIP funding pools and subaccounts established in ProTracts.

  

To achieve the purposes of the initiative, $50 million in financial assistance and associated technical 
assistance has been allocated for FY 2011 initiative administration.  EQIP Organic Initiative funds can 
only be used to address organic-related EQIP contracts.  These funds are subject to EQIP program 
regulation and policy and are to be obligated by May 2, 2011.  If the allocated EQIP Organic Initiative 
funds are not obligated within a State by this date, the STC must return the unused funds to National 
Headquarters (NHQ) by submitting Form NHQ-FNM-3, “Allowance/Performance Adjustment Sheet,” no 
later than May 9, 2011.  The procedure for returning funds should be in accordance with Title 440, Conservation 
Programs Manual (CPM), Part 512, Subpart I, Fund Management, Section 512.84, “Fund Allocation Changes.”  This policy should 
also be followed by States requesting additional funds; all additional funds must be requested and 
obligated by May 9, 2011.  E-mail completed forms to the National EQIP Team Leader.

  

Additional information about the NOP and organic certification requirements administered by the 
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) can be found at:  http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/nop and 
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/NOPProgramHandbook. 
        
 
Explanation.    To ensure correct and timely implementation of the FY 2011 EQIP Organic Initiative, 
STCs and Directors, Caribbean and Pacific Islands Areas, must take the following measures by January 
3, 2011: 

  

          Application Cutoff Date.—STCs must establish an application cutoff date for the initiative of 
March 4, 2011.  The established date must be advertised and published on each State NRCS Web 
site.  No alternative dates may be set.  

          Subaccounts and Subaccount Types.—STCs must establish at least two EQIP subaccounts in 
ProTracts for administration of EQIP Organic Initiative funds.  One of these subaccounts must be 
assigned the account type of “Organic Transition”; the other must be assigned the account type of 
“Certified Organic.”  Any additional subaccounts established by the STC to support the initiative 
must be assigned to one of the two aforementioned account types.  The “Certified Organic” account
type should also be used for producers who are considered to be certification-exempt according to 
the NOP regulations.  Organic applications must be attached to a subaccount with one of these two
account types.  

          ProTracts Requirements.—In order to improve obligations, enforcement of payment 
limitations, and data collection, a new ProTracts quality assurance check will be implemented.  
When entering in an Organic Initiative application you must choose one of the following two 
application types:  “Organic” or “Plan-Organic.”  The “Organic” application type should be chosen for
certified, certification-exempt, or transitioning producers.  The “Plan-Organic” application type 
should be chosen when a conservation activity plan (CAP) is planned in an organic-related 
application.  Both of these application types invoke the appropriate organic payment limitations.  If
you have chosen one of these two organic-related application types, you will not be able to proceed
through contract obligation unless you have chosen a correlating organic-related account type; 
either “Organic Transition” or “Organic Certified.”  This rule works in the reverse as well; you will 
not be able to proceed if the application type does not correlate with the selected account type. 

          Conservation Practices.—STCs, with input from Local Working Groups and State Technical 
Committees, must establish and advertise a State-approved list of organic-related practices that 
will be available to EQIP Organic Initiative applicants.  STCs must offer and make available any 
conservation practice that is likely to be needed by organic or transitioning producers in the State.  
According to National Bulletin 300-11-4, Guidance for Support of Conservation Activity Plans Funded
Through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), the “Conservation Plan Supporting 
Organic Transition” CAP must be offered in all States and Areas for EQIP.   

          The information in Attachment A provides guidance concerning what NRCS practices and 
resource concerns correspond to NOP requirements; this list is not all-inclusive.  

          Payment Schedules.—STCs should review the FY 2010 initiative payment schedules to ensure 
that they appropriately account for increased costs and income forgone that may have resulted due 
to implementation of a practice on an organic or transitioning operation.  If the review determines 
the FY 2010 payment schedules did not address all of these issues completely, STCs must revise 
and update cost information for the payment schedules for FY 2011 use.  STCs should ensure 
consistency of costs across State lines and within the State.  The appropriate data sources for all 
costs must be documented in the payment schedules.  

 

Any additional payment schedules created for the FY 2011 Organic Initiative must also take into 
account potential increased costs and income foregone that may result due to implementation of a 
practice on an organic or transitioning operation.

 

The information in Attachment A provides guidance concerning potential payment schedule 
considerations for increased Organic Initiative–related costs; this list is not all-inclusive.  

  

          Payment Rates.—STCs must include a program payment percentage of 75 percent in all EQIP 
Organic Initiative payment schedules.  For historically underserved program participants, STCs must
include a program payment percentage of 90 percent.  

          Payment Schedule Review.—After FY 2011 EQIP Organic Initiative payment schedules are 
reviewed within the State, but before they are uploaded to ProTracts, STCs must submit them to 
NHQ for a quality review.  To accomplish this, STCs must post their EQIP Organic Initiative 
payment schedules to the national payment schedule SharePoint Web site, under the FY 2011 
directory.  When STCs have uploaded their practice payment schedules, they must send a 
notification e-mail to Kalven Trice (kalven.trice@wdc.usda.gov) and James Rowe (james.rowe@wdc.usda.gov).  
The e-mail must identify practices and scenarios established to support the initiative.  Within 10 
working days, a response will be sent to the STC by e-mail, granting concurrence of the payment 
schedule scenarios or indicating if adjustments are needed.  

          Payment Schedule Web Site Posting.—In accordance with 440-CPM, Part 512, Subpart D, Program 
Payment Schedules, Section 512.31(C)(2), final payment schedule lists must be posted to the State Web site.
 E-mail the Web site URL where your Organic Initiative payment schedules can be accessed by the 
public to Abigail Letzter. 

          Success Stories.—E-mail any initiative success stories to Abigail Letzter.  These stories may 
be used in USDA congressional testimony and on the national EQIP Organic Initiative Web site. 

  

To ensure consistent implementation of the EQIP Organic Initiative in all States and Areas, the following 
procedures should be considered:

  

          Screening Criteria.—STCs must use the national organic screening criteria worksheets 
provided in Attachments B (worksheet to be used for producers transitioning to organic) and C 
(worksheet for certified and exempt organic producers) as part of the application evaluation 
process. 

          Ranking Criteria.—STCs may use the Application, Evaluation and Ranking Tool (AERT) ranking 
questions provided in Attachment D (AERT guidance for fiscal 2011) to fulfill the requirement for 
the State and local level questions as stated in 440-CPM, Part 512, Subpart C, Application for Assistance, Section 
512.25(A)(2).  State- and local-level ranking questions must be directly related to addressing 
identified resource concerns for organic production systems.  

          Resource Concerns.—Attachment D also provides the list of primary and secondary resource 
concerns for the EQIP Organic Initiative.  Primary resource concerns are those determined to be 
directly related to NOP regulations, unlike secondary resource concerns.  For FY 2011 producers are 
able to address all NRCS offered resource concerns through EQIP Organic Initiative contracts, 
however, at least one primary resource concern must be addressed.  This policy is addressed 
through screening criteria in Attachments B and C.  

          Eligibility Criteria.—Eligibility criteria specific to organic and transitioning producers is 
outlined in 440-CPM, Part 515, Subpart F, Program Eligibility, Section 515.51(D)(3) (a) to (c). 

   
 
Contact.    If you have any questions, contact the Conservation Programs Specialist, at (202) 720-1834 
or abigail.letzter@wdc.usda.gov.   
 
 

  
             /s/
 
DONALD W. GOHMERT
Acting Deputy Chief
Financial Assistance and Community Development

 
Attachment A - Guidance for Selection of Conservation Practices to Support Organic Operations 
Attachment B - Screening Criteria Worksheet - Transition to Organic Production 
Attachment C - Screening Criteria Worksheet - "Certified" Organic Operation 
Attachment D - Application, Evaluation, and Ranking Tool Guidance - Fiscal Year 2011      
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