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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
CONSERVATION PRACTICE STANDARD

DEFINITION

A travel-way for equipment and vehicles
constructed as part of a conservation plan.

PURPOSE

To provide a fixed route for vehicular travel
for resource activities involving the
management of timber, livestock, agriculture,
wildlife habitat, and other conservation
enterprises while protecting the soil, water,
air, fish, wildlife, and other adjacent natural
resources.

CONDITIONS WHERE PRACTICE
APPLIES

Where access is needed from a private or
public road or highway to a land use
enterprise or conservation measure, or
where travel ways are needed in a planned
land use area.

Access roads range from seasonal use
roads, designed for low speed and rough
driving conditions, to all-weather roads
heavily used by the public and designed with
safety as a high priority. Some roads are
only constructed for a single purpose; i.e.
control of forest fires, logging and forest
management activities, access to remote
recreation areas, or access for maintenance
of facilities.

CRITERIA

Design,access roads to serve the planned
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traffic the minimum width is, 20 ft, ,The

roadbed width includes a tread-width of 10
feet for one-way traffic or 16 feet for two-way
traffic. Each type of road also requires 2 feet
of shoulder width on each side. Single-lane
logging or special-purpose roads can have a
minimum width of 10 feet, with greater widths
at curves and turnouts. The two-way traffic
width shall be increased approximately 4 feet
for trailer traffic. The shoulder width may be
either gravel or grass.

Turnouts shall be used on single lane roads
where vehicles travel in both directions on a
limited basis. Where turnouts are used, road
width shall be increased to a minimum of 20
feet for a distance of at least 30 feet.
Turnouts shall be spaced every 200 to 500
feet. Where sight distances exceed 1000
feet, turnouts may be spaced at 1000 feet.

Turnarounds shall be used at the end of
dead roads. Turnarounds may be desirable
for stream, lake, recreation, or other access

purposes.

For agricultural access roads, minimum
widths of 12 feet are acceptable on tangents
with fairly level sections without appreciable
depth of cut or fill. Minimum widths of 14 feet
shall be used on all curves, side hill sections
or areas of substantial cut or fill. Sufficient
side clearance shall be allowed for clear
passage of trucks along the finished road.
Generally, a minimum of two feet of cleared
area is to be maintained from the edge of the
graded surface.

designed to have stable slopes of a minimum
of 2 horizontal to 1 vertical on heights of less
than 4 feet. For short lengths, rock areas, or
very steep hillsides, steeper slopes may be

special stabilization measures are installed.

Avoid areas with geological conditions prone
to sliding or slope instability. When such
sites are to be used provide treatment to
ensure slope stability. Allowable treatments
include but are not limited to regrading slope,
installing turf-reinforcement mats, or
placement of gabion wire-mesh baskets.

and runoff conditions. Culverts, bridges,
fords, or grade dips for water management
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Recommended Spacing of Relief Culverts
and Water Bars Based on Soil Type.
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Recommended Spacing of Relief Culverts and Water Bars Based on Soil Types
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Traffic Safety. Provide passing lanes,
turnouts, guardrails, signs, and other

facilities as needed for safe traffic flow,
Traffic safety shall be a prime factor in

State and local highway officials should be
consulted to help determine where an
access road may enter a state or town

Erosion Control. Vegetate roadbanks and
disturbed areas when,soil and climatic

completed in accordance with Rhode Island
conservation practice standard Critical Area

protection against erosion is needed,
protection shall be provided by non-
vegetative materials, such as gravel or
other organic or inorganic material in
conformance with Rhode Island NRCS
conservation practice standard Mulching,

conformance with Rhode Island NRCS
conservation practice standard

Structure for Water Control, {587). When,
protection is needed, riprap or other similar
materials shall be used.

control facilities and maintenance. Filter

strips, water and sediment control basins,
and other conservation practices shall be
used and maintained as needed.
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PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

Prepare plans and specifications for access
roads that describe the requirements for
applying the practice according to this
standard. As a minimum the plans and
specifications shall include:

Design road grades or maximum
grades when applicable.

Type and thickness of surface
treatment including any subbase

preparation.
Cut and fill slopes where
applicable.

Drainage areas and structure
requirements for culverts, bridges,
etc.

Vegetative requirements that
include vegetation materials to be
used,establishment rates, and

season of planting.

Provide an operation and maintenance plan
to review with the landowner. Include the
following items and others as appropriate in

the plan:

water bars and outlets after each major
runoff event and restore flow capacity
as needed.
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Provide a turnaround at the end of dead end roads. In some areas, turnarounds may also be
desirable for stream, lake, recreation, or other access purposes.
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Provide parking space as needed to keep vehicles off the road or from being parked in
undesirable locations.
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Unsurfaced roads may require controlled access
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A state highway permit may be required for new access roads entering a highway.
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, roadbanks and disturbed areas shall be vegetated as soon as possible and
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, Or in accordance with local regulations.
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(see Structure for Water Control).
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NRCS-VT
MARCH 2007
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A Landowner’s Guide to Building Forest Access Roads, USDA — Forest Service (NA-TP-06-98)
Richard L. Wiest, Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry, July, 1998
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Using All-Weather Geotextile Lanes and Pads, MWPS, Agricultural Engineers Digest (AED) 45,
July 1999
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An operation and maintenance plan will be developed and carried out for the life of the practice:



