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Partners Celebrate the Opening of the Wiswall Dam Fish Ladder

May 3, 2012, DURHAM, NH Town of Durham Engineer
David Cedarholm, welcomed partners and onlookers to
the ribbon cutting and official opening of the Wiswall
Dam fish ladder on the Lamprey River. According to the
NRCS Environmental Assessment, “The Lamprey River
is one of the most important fisheries in New Hampshire,
and it supports the most important run of migratory fish
in Great Bay, providing fish passage as Wiswall Dam will
increase overall populations of migratory fish which are
experiencing declining populations range-wide.”

The momentous event was the culmination of over two
decades of efforts by numerous organizations including
the Lamprey River Advisory Committee (LRAC), the
Town of Durham, the Town of Durham Historical Soci-
ety, New Hampshire Fish and Game (NHFG), the US
Fish and Wildlife Service, the US Army Corps of Engi-
neers, and the US Department of Agriculture Natural
Resources Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS). Since
the project’s inception, NH-NRCS has been instrumental
in its design, construction, and completion.

Several Town of Durham council members, representa-
tives of LRAC, a representative from Congressman
Frank Guinta's office, and Rick Ellsmore, NH NRCS
State Conservationist made comments. Accolades went
to the Town of Durham’s engineering staff. Ellsmore
recognized Don Keirstead, Kim McCracken, and Don
Richard for their contributions. In his congratulatory let-
ter, Congressman Guinta wrote, “It is my sincere hope
that as the years pass, native fish species will again
flourish in this section of the Lamprey and that your chil-
dren will experience what nobody has experienced since
before the founding of our nation.”

NHFG recently provided training to the Town of Durham
and Town Engineer Cedarholm, who will oversee the
operation and monitoring of the fish ladder. Cedarholm
estimated that since mid-April 2012, over 20,000 ale-
wives have used the ladder. In addition, the water body
remains a critical source of drinking water for Durham’s
residents. To the partners, Cedarholm said, “The fish
and the Town of Durham thank you.” Julian Smith ,
council member and Durham resident since 1965, com-
mented that this has been “one of the better changes
over time”, in reference to the project area.
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View of the Wiswall fish ladder from the landing
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