
National Water Quality  
Initiative In New Hampshire 
 

 

OVERVIEW 
 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in 
New Hampshire is providing technical and financial as-
sistance for the National Water Quality Initiative 
(NWQI) through the Environmental Quality Incen-
tives Program (EQIP).  The initiative targets nutrients 
and sediment impairments.  Eligible producers in the 
three selected watersheds will invest in voluntary con-
servation actions to help provide cleaner water for their 
neighbors and communities.   
 
 

About the Watersheds 
 
State agencies, partners, and 
the NRCS State Technical 
Committee worked together to 
identify the state’s three prior-
ity watersheds:  
  
 The Oyster River  

(Great Bay Watershed) 
 
 The Lower Lamprey 

River (Lamprey River 
Watershed) 
 

 The Squamscott River  
(Exeter River Watershed)  

 
Located in southeast New 
Hampshire and encompassing 
46,360 acres,  the three se-
lected watersheds all empty 
into Great Bay.  
 

CONSERVATION PLANNING 
 
For more than 70 years, NRCS (known as the Soil Con-
servation Service until 1994) has placed a high priority 
on helping agricultural producers with conservation 
plans to meet their environmental and economic goals, 
while concurrently planning for the protection of the 
soil, air, wildlife, and water resources. 

 

 
How WQI Works 
 
NRCS will provide technical and financial assis-
tance to eligible producers to install conservation 
practices such as cover crops and filter strips, and 
to make changes in management strategies to mini-
mize nutrients and sediment entering surface wa-

ters. This federal invest-
ment can make a differ-
ence to improve water 
quality in these small wa-
tersheds, as well as the 
Great Bay. In addition to 
practice installation and 
management changes, 
there will be a water qual-
ity monitoring component 
to help measure success 
allowing NRCS to transfer 
this information to water 
quality projects in other 
areas.  
 
 
 
APPLYING 
 
To determine eligibility or 
to apply for the NQWI, con-
tact your local field office 

(see reverse).  
 

NRCS accepts applications for financial assistance on 
a continuous basis throughout  the year. 
 
Funding is competitive. If you are not selected for 
funding during a particular funding cycle, your appli-
cation can be deferred to the next funding cycle. 
       
      
  More... 
 
 

Helping People Help The Land 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Map showing the Oyster River, Lower Lamprey River, and 
Squamscott River Watersheds, collectively encompassing 



Milford Field Service Center  
Hillsborough County Conservation District 
Chappell Professional Ctr., #468, Rte. 13 South,  
Milford, NH 03055 
603-673-2409 

Orford Field Service Center 
Grafton County Conservation District 

19 Archer Town Rd. 
Orford, NH  03777 
603-353-4651 
 
Rockingham County Conservation District 

110 North Road, Brentwood, NH 03833 
603-679-2790 
 

Sullivan County Conservation District  

24 Main Street, Newport, NH 03773 
603-863-4297 
 

Strafford County Conservation District 

259 County Farm Rd, Unit #3, Dover, NH 03820 
603-749-3037 

Walpole Field Service Center  
Cheshire County Conservation District   
11 Industrial Park Dr. 
Walpole, NH 03608 
603-756-2988 

Belknap County Conservation District  

2 Airport Rd., Unit 1, Gilford, NH  03249   
603-527-5880 

Concord Field Service Center 
Merrimack County Conservation District  
10 Ferry St., Suite 211, Concord, NH 03301 
603-223-6021 

Conway Field Service Center 
Carroll County Conservation District 
73 Main St., Conway, NH 03818 
603-447-2771 

Epping Field Service Center  
Knightly Plaza 
629 Calef Highway, Suite 203 
Epping, NH 03042 
603-679-1587  

Lancaster Field Service Center 
Coos County Conservation District  
4 Mayberry Lane, Lancaster, NH 03584 
603-788-4651 
 

New Hampshire State Office 
2 Madbury Rd. 
Durham, NH 03824 
603-868-7581 

For more information,  

Call or stop by your area NRCS office, 

Or visit http://www.nh.nrcs.usda.gov 

USDA‐NRCS/Conservation District Offices 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY INCENTIVES  
PROGRAM 
 

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a voluntary conservation program for farmers 
that promotes agricultural production and environmental quality as compatible national goals. EQIP of-
fers financial and technical help to assist eligible participants install or implement structural and man-
agement practices on eligible agricultural land. 
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