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On-farm energy audits help Massachusetts farmers improve  
energy conservation and efficiency  

 
USDA assistance available to producers to conduct and implement energy audits 

 
AMHERST, Mass. (February 3, 2011) – The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) has announced the expansion of an initiative to help local farmers conduct 
energy audits and improve their overall energy efficiency.  
 
On-farm energy audits are tailored to each agricultural operation’s primary energy uses. The audits help 
farmers determine the amount of energy used by the entire operation and also identify short- and long-
term measures farmers can implement to conserve energy and achieve greater energy efficiencies. 
 
Interested farmers should contact their local NRCS office as soon as possible for more information and to 
start the application process. NRCS Service Center contact information is available on the Web at 
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov.  
 
“On-farm energy audits provide farmers with the opportunity to assess their energy usage and make 
needed improvements can save money while also benefitting the environment and reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions,” said Christine Clarke, NRCS State Conservationist for Massachusetts. 
 
The on-farm energy audits, which are offered through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) as Agricultural Energy Management Plans, must be conducted by certified technical service 
providers. Farmers who have had an on-farm energy audit conducted that meets or exceeds the criteria 
of an EQIP Agricultural Energy Management Plan may apply for technical and financial assistance to 
implement the audit’s recommendations.  
 
In order for NRCS in Massachusetts to consider funding energy conservation, efficiency or renewable 
projects, an On-Farm Energy Audit is an essential prerequisite. Information on the EQIP program is 
available on the NRCS Massachusetts website at www.ma.nrcs.usda.gov.  
 
NRCS has offices in Greenfield, Hadley, Holden, Hyannis, Pittsfield, Westford, and West Wareham, which 
work with local conservation districts and other partners to serve farmers and landowners throughout the 
commonwealth. 
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NOTE TO EDITORS/REPORTERS: If you would like to include local contact information, please use the 
office below that serves your area. 
 
BARNSTABLE FIELD OFFICE 
270 Communications Way, Unit 1G 
Hyannis, MA 02601  
508-771-6476 
Serving Cape Cod and the 
Islands 
 
GREENFIELD FIELD OFFICE 
55 Federal Street, Room 290 
Greenfield, MA 01301  
413-772-0384 ext 3 
Serving Franklin County 
 
HADLEY FIELD OFFICE 
195 Russell Street, Suite B6 
Hadley, MA 01035  
413-585-1000 ext 3 
Serving Hampden and 
Hampshire counties 
 

HOLDEN FIELD OFFICE 
52 Boyden Road, Room 10 
Holden, MA 01520 
508-829-4477 ext 3 
Serving Worcester County 
 
PITTSFIELD FIELD OFFICE 
78 Center Street, Suite 206,  
Pittsfield, MA 01201  
413-443-1776 ext 3 
Serving Berkshire County 
 
WESTFORD FIELD OFFICE 
319 Littleton Road, Suite 205 
Westford, MA 01886 
978-692-1904 ext 3 
Serving Essex, Middlesex and 
Suffolk counties 
 

WEST WAREHAM FIELD 
OFFICE 
15 Cranberry Highway 
West Wareham, MA 02576  
508-295-5151 ext 2 
Serving Bristol, Norfolk and 
Plymouth counties 
 
 
Para informacion en Español: 
508-829-4477 ext. 110. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


