
 
Natural Resources  
Conservation Service  
Remote Sensing  
Laboratories (RSLs)  

 
Mission: To produce remotely sensed re-
sources inventory data that are nationally 
consistent, of high quality, scientifically 
defensible, and delivered on schedule. 

Contact Information 
 
East RSL 

Javier Ruiz 
Leader 
USDA NRCS East RSL 
2901 East Lee Street, Suite 1100,  
Greensboro, NC 27401-4900 
Phone: 336-370-3386 
javier.ruiz@gnb.usda.gov  
 

Central RSL 
Rafael Guerrero 
Leader 
USDA NRCS Central RSL 
501 West Felix Street, Bldg. 23 
P.O. Box 6567 
Fort Worth, TX 76115 
Phone: 817-509-3561 
rafael.guerrero@ftw.usda.gov  
 

West RSL 
Jamie Gillum 
Leader 
USDA NRCS West RSL 
1201 NE Lloyd Boulevard 
Suite 1010 
Portland, OR 97232 
Phone: 503-273-2506 
jamie.gillum@por.usda.gov  
 

National Headquarters 
Sheryl H. Kunickis, Ph.D. 
National Leader for Remote Sensing & 
 Resources Inventory Program 
USDA NRCS Resources Inventory and  
 Assessment Division 
5601 Sunnyside Avenue 
Room 1-1291 
Beltsville, MD 20705 
Phone: 301-504-2307 
sheryl.kunickis@wdc.usda.gov 
 
 

For More Information ... 
… visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/NRI.  

RSL Regions 
 
Each of the three NRCS National RSLs is col-
located with an NRCS National Technology 
Support Center. 

East—Greensboro, North Carolina 

Central—Fort Worth, Texas 

West—Portland, Oregon 

 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in 
all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or mari-
tal or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communica-
tion of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and 
TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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identification, classification, measurement, and 
monitoring. They assist the contract data gath-
erers with difficult interpretations and unique 
situations. The contract employees provide 
image preparation and photo interpretation 
(data gathering) and quality control services.  
 
The RSLs coordinate with NRCS program 
managers and cooperating universities, includ-
ing the Iowa State University Center for Survey 
Statistics and Methodology, in the analysis and 
interpretation of collected data. The RSLs work 
closely with NRCS state and field office staff to 
coordinate state input to the resource data be-
ing collected. 
 
The RSLs work under the direction of the NRI 
Data Collection Branch Chief, Resources In-
ventory and Assessment Division, NRCS, 
Beltsville, Maryland. 
 

 
 

NRCS Remote Sensing Laboratories (RSLs)  
Mission: To produce remotely sensed resources inventory data that are nationally consistent, of high quality, scientifically defensible, and delivered 
on schedule. 

What Do the RSLs Do? 
 
The NRCS established the three Remote 
Sensing Laboratories to conduct efficient re-
mote sensing operations using state-of-the-art 
technology. The RSLs help stretch the capabili-
ties of agency field staffs by applying current 
technologies to provide aerial photo interpreta-
tion support to NRCS programs and activities,  
 
The RSLs currently serve two main functions: 
 
1. To conduct the remote sensing data collec-

tion portion of the National Resources In-
ventory (NRI), a statistical survey designed 
to estimate natural resource conditions and 
trends on the nation’s non-Federal lands. 

 
2. To support state efforts in monitoring ease-

ments in the Wetlands Reserve Program. 
 
In addition, plans are in place to support moni-
toring those aspects of operation and mainte-
nance of small watershed dams that can be 
photo interpreted to improve dam safety nation-
wide.  
 
The RSLs are also positioned to provide im-
agery support for response to natural disasters 
and other emergencies, and data analysis sup-
port for other Departmental and agency needs. 
 
RSL Staff 
 
Each RSL is staffed by NRCS and contract 
employees of Sanborn. The NRCS staff com-
prises management support and technical ex-
perts in agronomy, forestry, grazing land man-
agement, soil science, and biology. The techni-
cal experts ensure the integrity of resource 

Sanborn, a leading provider of comprehensive 
end-to-end geospatial solutions, currently holds 
the data collection contract with the RSLs. 
Founded in 1866, Sanborn offers products and 
services that satisfy diverse and evolving cus-
tomer needs for GIS software systems, appli-
cation development, systems integration, and 
spatial analysis and modeling. Leveraging pre-
cision remote sensing techniques, Sanborn 
also supports a wide range of applications and 
users. Sanborn’s solutions are founded on a 
strong legacy of innovative geospatial data col-
lection and processing capabilities.   
www.sanborn.com  


