
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

International Programs Division 
Annual Report 
Fiscal Year 2009 A World Leader in Natural 


Resources Conservation
 

Technical Assistance 

NRCS employees travel throughout the world to provide short- and long-term 
technical assistance.  NRCS bases its assistance on the needs of the host country. 
The following is a summary of international activities completed by agency personnel 
during fiscal year (FY) 2009. 

Afghanistan and Iraq were again a main focus for NRCS in FY 2009.  NRCS sent 25 
specialists on short- and long-term assignments to assist in training, planning, 
development, and reconstruction efforts.  They worked closely with Department of 
State, U.S. Agency for International Development, and military representatives. 

The following employees provided assistance or are currently serving in 
Afghanistan: 

Edwin Tallyn Jr., Soil Scientist, Davis, CA 

Jason Nemecek, Soil Scientist, Cookeville, TN 

Jon Fripp, Civil Engineer, Fort Worth, TX 

Bruce Dubee, Natural Resource Specialist, Washington, DC 

Tony Beals, Area Agronomist, Price, UT 

Brian Sorenson, Resource Conservationist, Delta, CO 

Greg Schlenz, District Conservationist, Dayton, WA 

James Green, District Conservationist, Idabel, OK 

Danny Markus, RC&D Coordinator, Parker, AZ
 
Kathleen Dobler, Natural Resources Specialist, Portland, OR 

Gary Domian, Assistant State Conservationist, Durham, NH 

John Minnick, Resource Conservationist, Annapolis, MD 

Pedro Torres, Natural Resources Tribal Liaison, Riverside, CA 

Darren Richardson, Manager, Seminole, TX 

Caroline Clarin, Agricultural Engineer, Jefferson, WI 


The following employees provided assistance or are currently serving in Iraq:  

Patrick Broyles, Soil Conservationist, Emporia, KS 
Frank Toupal, Wildlife Biologist, Tucson, AZ 
Jerry Namken, Resource Economist, Washington, DC 
Willie Ruffin, Senior Resource Conservationist, Washington, DC 
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Mary Kerstetter, District Conservationist, Ellicottville, NY 
Frank Toupal, Wildlife Biologist, Tucson, AZ 
James Vancura, Project Coordinator, Dorris, CA 
Michael Gangwer, Nutrient Management Specialist, East Lansing, MI 
Floyd Wood, Natural Resources Manager, Washington, DC 
Michael Clayton, District Conservationist, Princeton, KY 

International Meetings 

International meetings provide forums for the exchange of information and NRCS 
employees benefit by learning and sharing new ideas from our foreign hosts.  Sixty-
five NRCS employees attended international meetings in 17 countries for information 
exchange, as members of committees, or to present papers at the meetings.  Canada 
and Mexico continued to be the most frequently visited foreign destinations. 

Foreign Visitors 

This year NRCS met with 100 foreign visitors from 35 countries.  Topics covered 
during these meetings ranged from conservation programs and water resources 
management to overviews of NRCS's functions. 

The agency's leadership, specialists, and field staff all played important roles as 
itineraries and training were developed for our foreign guests. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or 
because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance.  (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication 
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of 
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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