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Add 80 maps  including 14 US maps 



• Focus Areas 
1. Participate as North America node of the 

GlobalSoilMap.net project 
2. Collaborate on the Universal Soil 

Classification System with International 
Union of Soil Science 

3. U.S. contribution to FAO Digital Soil Map 
of the World 

4. Support USAID and FAS missions 
5. Scientific exchange 
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Consortium led by ISRIC - World Soil Information  
Supporting Institutions: 

North America Node 

Initiative of the Digital 
Soil Mapping Working 
Group of the International 
Union of Soil Sciences 
IUSS 

100x100m grid of 
key soil properties 

 

http://www.digitalsoilmapping.org/
http://www.digitalsoilmapping.org/
http://www.iuss.org/


Case Study Approach - Canada 
 

• GlobalSoilMap.net: Canada-United States digital soil mapping case. 
Jon Hempel, Steve DeGloria, Walter Fraser, Xioyuan Geng, Amand Moore, Scott. 
Smith, James Thompson, Arnie Waddell, Tom D'Avello, pp. 13-16.  
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Proposed Case Study Approach 
– Mexico 
• Create soil property maps of soil depth, clay, sand, and silt for a 

Mexico and United States trans boundary pilot area using 
existing data and according to the globalsoilmap.net 
specifications within the bounded area. 

• Database preparation 
• Develop expertise 

– Spline functions 
– uncertainty 
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      • Global Soil Partnership 
– Food Security and Climate Change Adaptation 

and Mitigation 
– Rio +20 zero draft 
– First Global Soil Week was held in Nov 2012  
– Terms of Reference Approved by FAO Council 5 

December 2012 
– Plenary Assembly - First Session June 2013 
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USA partners: 
Colorado State University 
Soil Science Society of 
 America 
Cornell University 
 

Organized June 2013 

The GSP will be hosted by FAO 

Latin America and the Caribbean 
Near East and North Africa 
West and Central Africa 
East and South Africa 
Asia 
 



GSP upcoming events 

• Oct 2013 Second Global Soil Week 
• Dec 5  World Soil Day 
• 2015 Year of the Soil 
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Delegation of Authority Final 
Rule: Soil Authority 
• National Agricultural Research, Extension, and 

Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C 3291) 
authorizes the secretary to implement agricultural 
and related research, extension, and teaching 
activities with institutions and other persons 
throughout the world. 

• Amend Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations 
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Delegation of Authority Final 
Rule: Soil Authority 
• (xxiv) Cooperate and work with national and 

international institutions and other persons 
throughout the world in the performance of research, 
extension, and teaching activities related to soil 
surveys that promote and support the development of 
soil classification, soil mapping, and soil survey 
information systems that contribute to sustainable 
global agriculture (7 U.S.C. 3291(a)(1)-(5)).  
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