Ecological site description and classification procedure for implementing Terrestrial Ecological Unit Inventory on National Forest System lands in the Southwestern United States. 
Wayne A. Robbie, George W. Robertson and Steven H. Strenger, USDA Forest Service, Southwestern Region, Albuquerque, NM.
The comprehensive description and classification of ecological site information is essential towards implementation of the Terrestrial Ecological Unit Inventory of National forest system lands in the southwest. Ecological components such as climate, soil, potential natural vegetation, geology and land form are simultaneously collected through an integrated process in which terrestrial ecosystems are sampled and described. This integrated approach collectively utilizes taxonomic systems such as Soil Taxonomy, National Vegetation Classification System, A Geomorphic Classification System, and locally derived climate classification system to organize data and define logical groupings in support of the mapping process. Direct gradient analysis is used to analyze and further integrate terrestrial ecosystems to ensure consistent classification and alignment with respective life zones. The ecological site classification process allows for enhanced communication of information between scientists and users for planning and resource management decision-making of ecosystems. 
