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2008 Soil Interpretations 2008 Soil Interpretations 
Committee RecommendationsCommittee Recommendations

Charge: Evaluate the need and consider Charge: Evaluate the need and consider 
recommending the Regional Conferences recommending the Regional Conferences 
and National Conferences establish  and National Conferences establish  
Standing Committee for Soil Change.Standing Committee for Soil Change.

Recommendation:  The Committee voted Recommendation:  The Committee voted 
unanimously to establish both committees.unanimously to establish both committees.



2008 Soil Interpretations 2008 Soil Interpretations 
Committee RecommendationsCommittee Recommendations

Charge: Review previous NCSS Committee Charge: Review previous NCSS Committee 
reports back to 1985 related to dynamic soil reports back to 1985 related to dynamic soil 
properties (DSP), soil quality, and useproperties (DSP), soil quality, and use-- 
dependent issues.  Make a summary of issues dependent issues.  Make a summary of issues 
and recommendations.and recommendations.

Recommendation:  The Committee reviewed Recommendation:  The Committee reviewed 
previous reports and used this review in previous reports and used this review in 
addressing the remaining three issues which addressing the remaining three issues which 
centered on DSP, soil change, and soils centered on DSP, soil change, and soils 
information for urban landinformation for urban land--use issues.  As well use issues.  As well 
as nonas non--traditional uses.traditional uses.



2008 Soil Interpretations 2008 Soil Interpretations 
Committee RecommendationsCommittee Recommendations

Charge: Identify management impacts on Charge: Identify management impacts on 
soil change and the significance of those soil change and the significance of those 
changes to environmental quality, changes to environmental quality, 
productivity, and other issues productivity, and other issues 

Recommendation:  The Committee Recommendation:  The Committee 
reviewed previous reports and used this reviewed previous reports and used this 
review in addressing the responses to soil review in addressing the responses to soil 
change and DSP. change and DSP. 



2008 Soil Interpretations 2008 Soil Interpretations 
Committee RecommendationsCommittee Recommendations

Charge: Identify Cooperator and Agency Charge: Identify Cooperator and Agency 
needs and uses for DSP data and soil needs and uses for DSP data and soil 
change interpretations.change interpretations.
Recommendation:  The Committee Recommendation:  The Committee 
reviewed previous reports and used this reviewed previous reports and used this 
review in addressing the remaining three review in addressing the remaining three 
issues which centered on DSP, soil issues which centered on DSP, soil 
change, and soils information for urban change, and soils information for urban 
landland--use issues.use issues.



2008 Soil Interpretations 2008 Soil Interpretations 
Committee RecommendationsCommittee Recommendations

In discussions on DSP or change the In discussions on DSP or change the 
committee viewed the concept of change committee viewed the concept of change 
as manas man--induced or use dependent induced or use dependent 
influence as the major umbrella for influence as the major umbrella for 
deliberation.deliberation.
Change was viewed as both a temporal Change was viewed as both a temporal 
and spatial entityand spatial entity



2008 Soil Interpretations 2008 Soil Interpretations 
Committee RecommendationsCommittee Recommendations

The committee recommends that a general The committee recommends that a general 
discussion of DSP be made on Web Soil Survey.  discussion of DSP be made on Web Soil Survey.  
This discussion could be make through a link to This discussion could be make through a link to 
Soil QualitySoil Quality
Discussion on DSP and Change should use Discussion on DSP and Change should use 
Benchmark Soils as the central conceptBenchmark Soils as the central concept
The NCSS data base would be used to set the The NCSS data base would be used to set the 
reference point.reference point.
Collection of past management history is Collection of past management history is 
strongly encouraged when possible to obtain.strongly encouraged when possible to obtain.



2008 Soil Interpretations 2008 Soil Interpretations 
Committee RecommendationsCommittee Recommendations

Charge: Identify the new products and Charge: Identify the new products and 
services needed by nontraditional users.services needed by nontraditional users.

Recommendation:  Many of the Recommendation:  Many of the 
recommendations were products of our recommendations were products of our 
discussion of needs for data and ancillary discussion of needs for data and ancillary 
information for DSP and Change.information for DSP and Change.



2008 Soil Interpretations 2008 Soil Interpretations 
Committee RecommendationsCommittee Recommendations

Charge: Identify the new products and Charge: Identify the new products and 
services needed by nontraditional users.services needed by nontraditional users.

Recommendation:  We must ask the Recommendation:  We must ask the 
ancillary disciplines what specific ancillary disciplines what specific 
information they need so NCSS can information they need so NCSS can 
assure that appropriate data is obtained assure that appropriate data is obtained 
and proper interpretative format and and proper interpretative format and 
information is provided.information is provided.



2008 Soil Interpretations 2008 Soil Interpretations 
Committee RecommendationsCommittee Recommendations

Charge: Identify the new products and services needed Charge: Identify the new products and services needed 
by nontraditional users.by nontraditional users.

Committee discussed that Web Soil Survey had provided Committee discussed that Web Soil Survey had provided 
a greater visibility for new users of our products.  a greater visibility for new users of our products.  
However, personalization is lost.  In many instances However, personalization is lost.  In many instances 
personal contact provides a mechanism to more personal contact provides a mechanism to more 
specifically inform the user of our products on the scope, specifically inform the user of our products on the scope, 
value, and diversity of information within the soil survey value, and diversity of information within the soil survey 
product.  Additionally, the personal contact provides an product.  Additionally, the personal contact provides an 
avenue of providing guidance on proper use of soil avenue of providing guidance on proper use of soil 
survey.survey.



Recommended Products for NonRecommended Products for Non-- 
Traditional UsersTraditional Users

Need for possible remapping when Need for possible remapping when 
catastrophic events such as when levees catastrophic events such as when levees 
break (Mississippi River) or hurricane hits break (Mississippi River) or hurricane hits 
coast (Katrina): coast (Katrina): 
•• Use of rarely flooded on terrace positions.Use of rarely flooded on terrace positions.
•• Update of interpretations must be based on Update of interpretations must be based on 

what is remapped.what is remapped.
•• Important for tax relief.     Important for tax relief.     



Recommended Products for NonRecommended Products for Non-- 
Traditional UsersTraditional Users

Need for Interpretations in urban areas Need for Interpretations in urban areas 
•• Area may have been originally mapped when under Area may have been originally mapped when under 

agricultural use.agricultural use.
•• Many areas mapped when in urban use was mapped Many areas mapped when in urban use was mapped 

as Udothent with few, if any, interpretations.as Udothent with few, if any, interpretations.
•• Soil changes (cut and fill, etc) intensity and specific Soil changes (cut and fill, etc) intensity and specific 

activities are reflected by the date/vintage of activities are reflected by the date/vintage of 
developmentdevelopment

Recommendation 1: Set standards/design Recommendation 1: Set standards/design 
mapping and associated interpretations to Order mapping and associated interpretations to Order 
2 survey level.2 survey level.



Recommended Products for NonRecommended Products for Non-- 
Traditional UsersTraditional Users

Need for Interpretations in urban areas Need for Interpretations in urban areas 

Recommendation 2: There may be the need to Recommendation 2: There may be the need to 
focus on urban construction fragments, pores, focus on urban construction fragments, pores, 
contamination, impervious layers, impervious contamination, impervious layers, impervious 
surface, and density (penetrometer, etc) in the surface, and density (penetrometer, etc) in the 
soil description to make appropriate soil description to make appropriate 
interpretations at the order 2 level.  Additional interpretations at the order 2 level.  Additional 
work/information may have to be performed by work/information may have to be performed by 
consultants.consultants.



2008 Soil Interpretations 2008 Soil Interpretations 
Committee RecommendationsCommittee Recommendations

Recommendation:  The Committee Recommendation:  The Committee 
recommends that this committee be recommends that this committee be 
continued for the 2010 conference.continued for the 2010 conference.
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