2007 NCSS Conference
Interpretations Committee Report                   

This Committee will explore and discuss how soil survey should address interpretations for regional updates of the soil survey and database representation.

Charges:
1. Review and document progress from 2006 Regional Committees on Interpretations in the West, North Central, and South NCSS regions. 

2. To establish a formal mechanism (charter) within the NCSS to: 

a. Identify, document, prioritize, and address the critical interpretation and technical development issues within the NCSS. 

b. Identify opportunities for partnering on investigation, validation, documentation, and delivery of newly developed interpretations within NCSS. 

c. Identify opportunities for funding validation of interpretations in the soil survey. 

d. Identify coordination and communication protocol with ongoing Standing Committees of NCSS (Research Needs, New Technology, Standards/Taxonomy). 

3. Consider request from Regions to set up a new NCSS Standing Committee for soil interpretations. 

Co-Chairs:
Karl Hipple, National Leader, Soil Survey Interpretations, NSSC, NRCS 
Chris Smith, National Leader, Technical Soil Services, NHQ, NRCS 
Report of Committee 3 Activities

Charge 1.  Committee reviewed the recommendations from the 2006 Regional Interpretations Committees and found that most of the recommendations have been implemented or completed.  The recommendations that are not yet completed and the status of each are: 
· Gravel source soil interpretation update recommended by Western Conference has not been completed yet.  The interpretation has been updated and recently circulated to states for testing.  Estimated time to release updated gravel source interp is 8/30/07.

· An expanded suite of standard irrigation interpretations has been developed and one round of testing is complete.  Additional testing and adjustments are underway and are coordinated by the South National Technology Support Center.  Upon completion of testing and adjustments made, the final irrigation interpretations will be sent to the National Soil Survey Center (NSSC).  NSSC has agreed to include them in the suite of Standard Interpretations.

· A series of recommendations from the North Central Regional committee dealing with dynamic soil properties, enhancements to Web Soil Survey introductory descriptive materials for soil properties associated with different land uses, and a change in NASIS data structure to allow multiple soil interpretations per data map unit were referred to the NRCS Dynamic Soil Property Leadership Committee for action.
Charge 2.  To establish a formal mechanism within the NCSS to:

a. Identify, document, prioritize, and address the critical interpretation and technical development issues within the NCSS.  

· Twelve critical interpretation and technical development issues were identified and ranked for priority by the committee members. All identified items were ranked as high, medium or low priority by member vote and assigned to a sponsor. 
	Issue
	 Priority
	Assignment/Sponsor

	Provide descriptive class limits for interpretations criteria limits for WSS and in National and Std. 
Interps.  Address different levels of users.  Evaluate California’s approach.  Impacts prewritten material. Tool 
for enhancing data quality.  Provide more descriptive interactive materials for first time users in Web Soil Survey.
	High
	National  Soil Survey Center (NSSC)

	Include NCSS and local partners in developing local interps.  Templates exist.  Develop peer review committees including cooperators.
	High
	State Soil Scientists, State 
Cooperative Soil Survey Conferences

	Link standard interpretations within FOTG Practice Standards.  Local interpretations handled through State
Tech Guide Committee.
	High
	National Leader for Technical Soil Services and National Soil Survey Center

	Recommend to Regional Conference Steering Teams
to create an In-Conference Subaqueous Soils Committee to develop a preliminary list of subaqueous
soil interpretations and the criteria needed to derive interpretations
	High
	Committee Co-chairs – item was presented at the Conference 
Business meeting and passed by 
voice vote, Regional Steering Committees need to follow through

	Consider developing standard inherent soil fertility interpretations using the Fertility Capability Classification system (FCC3) - use the Laboratory Information System (LIMs) and pedon databases
	Medium
	 National Leader for Technical Soil Services and National Soil Survey Center

	Complete irrigation interpretations and follow up as needed
	Medium
	South National Technology Support Center and National Soil Survey 
Center

	Expand urban information in Web Soil Survey 
	Medium
	National Soil Survey Center

	K-Sat definition misunderstood but K-sat used extensively as soil interpretations criteria.  Need to identify standard field collection method and reference in NSSH to assure consistency.  NSSC is working on it now.  NCSS cooperators and ARS must be involved.
	Medium
	National Soil Survey Center, 
Agriculture Research Service, Cooperators

	Provide greater navigational ease to definitions and basic information in Web Soil Survey
	Low
	National Soil Survey Center

	Clarify conflicting guidance on describing and populating data for combined horizons (e.g. A/2R) in the field and in NASIS database. 
	Low
	National Soil Survey Center

	Revisit null hedges and soil interpretation ratings for miscellaneous land units 
	Low
	National Soil Survey Center

	Recommend creating In-Conference Urban/Suburban Committee for 2009 National Conference  
	Low
	Soil Survey Division


b. Identify opportunities for partnering on investigation, validation, documentation, and delivery of newly developed interpretations within NCSS.  This Committee recommends:
· The Director of the Soil Survey Division develops a Peer Review Committee that includes NCSS Cooperators to provide review and validation of newly developed interpretations.   Materials related to newly developed interpretations must be distributed to cooperators for information and testing and discussions should be scheduled at the annual State Cooperative Soil Survey Conferences.  

· That an item requiring review of validation documentation for, at minimum, newly developed interpretations be added to the annual State Program Appraisals conducted by the Soil Survey Division to help emphasize the importance of validating soil interpretations.

· State Soil Scientists provide cooperators a list of interpretations that are posted to the Web Soil Survey for their information and use.

· Resource soil scientists should be assigned interpretation validation as a standard part of their job duties.

· The National Soil Survey Center should provide information to soil scientists regarding what, how, and where to store validation information
c.  Identify opportunities for funding interpretation validation studies for soil survey.  This Committee recommends:
· Request a line item be set aside in the Soil Survey Division budget that would be earmarked for validation activities.
· Consider CESU vehicle for funding validation activities
· Prioritize proposals through the National Cooperative Soil Survey Research Needs Committee
· Strongly consider graduate student studies programs for validation activities
d. Identify coordination and communication protocols with other Standing Committees of the National Cooperative Soil Survey Conference Committees.  This Committee recommends:
· Use other professional meetings like Soil Science Society of America and Soil and Water Conservation Society meetings to get together and share information and committee activity and progress.
· Increase and expand communications within the National Cooperative Soil Survey leadership through State Soil Scientist meeting venues.
Charge 3.  Consider request from Regional Conferences to establish a new National Cooperative Soil Survey Soil Interpretations Standing Committee.

a. This Committee unanimously agreed with the requests for this action from the 2006 Regional Conferences. At this conference’s business meeting, a motion to establish a new National Soil Interpretations Standing Committee was made, seconded, and approved.  The NRCS Soil Survey Division leadership will follow through to assure that the by-laws are modified to reflect this decision.  
