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• Training



AA--76 Feasibility Study76 Feasibility Study

• Examining Logical Business Units to 
determine if all, part, or none of the 
NSSC should proceed with an 
outsourcing study

• Complete feasibility study by 
December 2006



ProductsProducts

• AH-296

• Field Indicators of
Hydric Soils

• Keys to
Soil Taxonomy,
10th edition



Agricultural Handbook 296 UpdateAgricultural Handbook 296 Update
• Last revised in 1981

• Features in 2006 version
– new printed and digital LRR and

MLRA maps
– hardbound and electronic copies
– enhanced LRR and MLRA descriptions

based on 1997 NRI data
– climate information based on PRISM data (1961-1990)
– electronic version will use FLASH technology to assure quick 

screen loading and display
– color graphs and illustrations



Agricultural Handbook 296 UpdateAgricultural Handbook 296 Update
• Color maps



Land Resource Regions and Major Land Resource AreasLand Resource Regions and Major Land Resource Areas



Field Indicators of Field Indicators of HydricHydric SoilsSoils

• Full version 6.0 is posted to the webpage

• National Bulletin soon to announce “ready for use 
use and that it supercedes all other versions”

• Complete version 6.0 is ready for 
printing
– test indicator list has shrunk 

dramatically
– clearer instructions regarding use of 

test indicators
– expanded list of approved indicators



Keys to Soil TaxonomyKeys to Soil Taxonomy

• Several corrections

• Added a few subgroups

• Changes to great groups of 
the Cryepts



Typical Year (FY06)Typical Year (FY06)

Provide Assistance to States
• Soil Moisture / Temperature Monitoring – 19 requests
• Geomorphic Assistance – 11 requests
• Geophysical Assistance – 22 requests
• Characterization / Investigations – 86 requests
• Training

– coordinate 11 NEDC courses (275 students)
– provide 10 NASIS training sessions (200 students)
– 12 other training requests
– SSI North Carolina State (20 students expected)



TrainingTraining

Fiscal Year 2006

• Develop strategic plan for training with the
Soil Survey Division

• Pilot new course with Support Center soil 
scientists ARCGIS SDV thematic maps 
and address conservation issues



NSSL Characterization Data StatusNSSL Characterization Data Status

Benchmark Data
Soils Completeness

(1215) NSSL Status Index (DCI)

218 (18%) No Data

711 (58%) At least one correlated 1 – 9
pedon

592 (48%) At least one correlated 7 – 9
pedon “fully characterized”

286 (26%) At least one pedon 1 – 9
“sampled as, not correlated”
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