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Committees and 
Recommendations

• Hydric Soils
• Subaqueous Soils
• Standards and Procedures
• New Technology
• Research Needs
• By-Laws



Hydric Soils
(Field indicators of hydric soils in the U.S.)

Indicator S6 is inconsistently 
defined and ambiguous 
compared to other S indicators 
and should be rewritten or 
deleted from use in all LRRs and 
MLRAs in the Northeast region.



Subaqueous Soils

• NRCS establish an office as a 
Center for Excellence for 
subaqueous and coastal soils

• Other regional NCSS groups 
consider establishing subaqueous 
soils subcommittee



Standards and Procedures

• Prepare draft taxonomy key for 
subaqueous soils

• Concur in the revisions to the 10th

Edition of the Keys of Soil 
Taxonomy

• Continue to use the OSD and 
classification files



Standards and Procedures (continued)

• Family criteria related to particle 
size and mineralogy should be the 
next phases prepared for 
consideration for placement in 
Keys of Soil Taxonomy



• Develop list of technology tools currently 
available for use in soil survey, document 
aspects, identify current users

• Appoint soil survey liaisons to ITS to bring 
forward IT-related issues affecting soil 
survey offices

• Develop a coordinated plan for deployment 
of software specific to soil survey offices. 
Hardware and software that affect field 
collection tools should be a high priority

New Technology



• Support development of tailored soil 
information products based on SSURGO data

• Develop an API to allow direct access to 
SSURGO 

• Establish a Developer Network and outreach 
strategy

• Prepare official disclaimer for custom soil 
applications

• Establish NCSS subcommittee on use and 
visualization of soil survey information

New Technology (continued)



• Establish an NCSS committee/subcommittee 
to review existing mapping standards for 
soil-ecology business area

• Develop framework for digital mapping 
standards

• Facilitate technology transfer and 
communication for NCSS partnership 
through web pages, posting minutes, updated 
newsletters, etc.

New Technology (continued)



• Cooperators would like to be on a 
mailing/email list for all funding 
opportunities for NRCS investigation 
projects

• NCSS newsletter should contain 
announcements of meetings and activities

• Executive summaries of meeting should be 
shared with cooperators, department chairs, 
and deans

Research Needs



• Periodic teleconferences should be 
scheduled so committee may discuss and 
exchange ideas

• At regional meetings, cooperators should 
submit brief standardized reports of 
publications and projects

Research Needs (continued)
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