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Status and Trends
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FARMLAND PROTECTION AND
COMMUNITY PLANNING

agricultural land continues to be converted to

ntial, commercial, and other land uses, and once-

g city centers have experienced losses in business,
ry, and populace, individual landowners and

unities alike are faced with the challenge of balancing
mic viability with ecologic, social, and cultural values.

» changes create a range of natural resource-related
ms, including increased water runoff, excessive soll

n, sedimentation, and degradation of water quality and
e habitat. NRCS and conservation districts can provide
luals and communities with a range of services and

hat can mitigate the effects of changes in land use.

2 services and tools include conservation easements to
t farmland and technical assistance to individuals and
unities for comprehensive planning, resource

sment, site assessment, soil erosion, and sediment

)|, as well as other conservation practices.



http://www.farmland.org
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Farmland Protection Program
Status and Trends

Farmland Protection Program Funds

1996 through 2001 (dollars)

$1,807,600

$625,800
$103,200 to
$26,000 to

$0 to

$5,847,100
$1,807,600
$625,800
$103,200

$26,000
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ARMLAND PROTECTION AND
COMMUNITY PLANNING

1996 Legislation

2002 Legislation

and Local Governments

Expanded the definition of eligible entities
to include Tribes and non-governmental
organizations

Containing Prime,
ue or Other Productive

Expanded the definition of eligible land to
include farm and ranches containing
historical or archaeological resources

must contribute 50% of
ppraised fair market value
easement (cash match)

Entity may include a charitable landowner
donation of up to 25% of the fair market
value of the easement

Ires a plan on highly
ble land (non-Title XII)

Requires a conservation plan on highly
erodible land, land is also subject to FSA
provisions (Title XII)




Community Planning

Verona Farmland I'rlorltv nreas {,m;"‘%ﬁ

Plan

2000

Dane County, Wiseonsin
NRCS provides assistance to
communities engaged in planning
using the agency’s area-wide
planning process.

Town of Yerona

G

Dane County, Wisconsin

www.town.verona.wi.us

NRCS integrates:

» Natural resource data and analysis
e Socioeconomic data and analysis
* Tools for community attitude
assessment

www . town . verona.wi.us




RMLAND PROTECTION AND
OMMUNITY PLANNING

g in partnership with local conservation districts, can
ance to communities for developing a planning process
sive or smart growth and for conducting natural
socioeconomic assessments. NRCS follows a nine-

Je planning process that includes an inventory of

and an analysis of the data to yield useful information.
used include:

hic,

C,

d boundary,
boundary,

r’

undary, and



Working with the National Cartographic and Geospatial Center in Fort
Worth, Texas, local jurisdictions are obtaining maps identifying Prime
and Unique soils and soils of state or local importance. (7CFR Part 657)
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A Important Farmland Maps - Microsoft Internet Explorer
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The Farmland Protection Program provides funds to help purchase development rights to keep productive
farmland in agricultural uses. Working through existing programs, USDA joins with State, tribal, or local
governments to acquire conservation easements or other interests from landowners. USDA pravides up
to 50 percent of the fair market easement value. To qualify, farmland must: be part of 3 pending offer from
a State, tribe, or local farmland protection program; be privately owned; have a conservation plan; be large
enough to sustain agricultural production; be accessible to markets for what the land produces; have
adequate infrastructure and agricultural support services; and have surmounding parcels of land that can
support long-term agricultural production. Depending on funding availability, proposals must be submitted
by the government entities to the appropriate NRCS State Office during the application window.

For more infarmation see the Farmland Protection Program Fact Sheet or Frequently Asked Guestions (FAQ).
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MLAND PROTECTION AND
OMMUNITY PLANNING

Purpose:
ablishing a community collaboration network is to:

or NRCS people who are working in communities;

iIdeas, strategies, ideas, tools, information resources,
staff working in communities;

bility to assist communities in their capacity to make
sources decisions;

d existing informal networks;

CS staff who have experience in community work and for
2 an interest in community collaboration;

state interest and needs-based system for networking and

ollaboration within the agency.


http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/watershed/community-network.html

A Land Evaluation and
Assessment (LESA) sys
can help state and local
make sound decisions &
land use. Combined wit
Forest measures and

Rangeland parameters,
can provide a technical

framework to numericall
land parcels based on lc
resource evaluation and
considerations to suppo
protection efforts.

on and Site Assessment



Used by Solil Scientists to assist with the Land Evaluation component for
the FPPA and local rankings for farmland protection efforts.
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http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/fpcp/cales/
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 first step in automating the FPPA



With NRCS assistance, Federal agencies rate the potential
Impacts of farmland conversion.

http://fppa.nrcs.usda.gov/lesa/
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ties for Input/Training
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