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3. Abstract (189 words): 

There is a lack of comprehensive soil resource information in the Okanagan and Similkameen Valleys. This information is needed to help resolve issues about competing land use, the environment, and policy. Three historical soil maps and reports that cover separate portions of the Okanagan and Similkameen Valleys have been published. However, they are from different eras and of different scales. A single, seamless data set was created using the published maps as a source. Two map areas, published at the same scale, were available digitally. The third map area, published at a smaller scale, was not available digitally.  The paper maps were scanned, geo-rectified, and then digitized in ArcGIS. The three digital data sets were brought together in ArcGIS. The maps for different areas were not completely correlated along their borders. The polygons representing similar soil landscapes were edge-matched by a pedologist, using polygon attributes, as well as an underlying layer of orthophotos. The seamless soil data set was exported to Google Earth to view the landscape in 3-D to verify placement of new polygon boundaries. The spatial data was linked to a new database that uses standardized CanSIS soil attribute files. The resultant data set can be used to create simple soil attribute maps or it can be applied to soil interpretation programs to produce interpretative rating maps.
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