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What Is Technical Solil Services

* There are four legislative mandates for the
soll survey program in the United States
— Make an inventory of the nation’s soils
— Keep it relevant to changing needs

— Interpret the information and make it available
In a useful form

— Promote the soil survey and provide TA to
farm and non-farm users




Who are the Customers?

NRCS Conservation Planners

NRCS technical support staff (engineers,
agronomists, range specialists, foresters,
soll surveyors, water shed planners)

Other federal, state, county and local units
of government

Researchers, students and consultants



Who Provides TSS?

Resource Soil Scientists

— In field offices

— |In area offices

— In state offices (most State Soll Scientists’
main responsibilities are to provide TSS)

— National Technical Service Centers (3 —
Portland, OR; Fort Worth, Texas;

Greensboro, NC)
— NHQ (Smith and Vasilas)

Soil surveyors (10 — 15% of duties)




Types of Activities

Wetland determinations/
delineations (NTCHS)

HEL determinations

Soil verification for planning
On-site mapping for planning
Custom soil reports

Soil quality assessments
Dynamic soil properties data

Special studies assisting soil
survey

Training internal and external
customers

Create and test interpretation
criteria

Assist users In correct use of
iInformation

Assure soils data available in
field offices for planning

Assist in program ranking
systems

Generate LESA data

Participate in field office
reviews

Assist in strategic plan
development



Types of Activities Con't

Participate Iin
Interdisciplinary teams
(CASPeR, practice
standards, technology
development, etc.- gets
soll info into use where
needed)

Expert witness
Maintain eFOTG Sec. I

Assists in NASIS
maintenance

New customer
development




What's New?

A Technical Soll Services Handbook Is
being created and is out for review

A TSS reporting system within NASIS
A TSS flier for NRCS conservationists

Modifications to National Practice
Standards

Modifications to the agency strategic plan
Revision of the Tech. Soil Services course
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