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Abstract for “Interagency (BLM, NRCS, FS) Ecological Site Manual” presentation given by Mike “Sherm” Karl, Bureau of Land Management, National Science & Technology Center, Denver, Colorado.  Presentation was given in Ecological Applications Committee session June 6, 2007.

Abstract
The Bureau of Land Management, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Forest Service have been developing an interagency ecological site manual since fall 2005.  Direction from Congress in a “Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act of 2002” and an interagency Memorandum of Understanding signed in spring 2005 are vehicles which launched the effort.  The underlying need relates to the separate but related ways the agencies have of stratifying the landscapes they manage or provide advice on, into management units that respond similarly to management actions and to natural disturbances, and the communication dilemmas this poses for users of the land who deal with more than one agency.  The ecological site manual will present what the agencies were able to agree on relative to the definition, the delineation, and the description of ecological sites.  The manual is for rangelands only at this time, with expectations of it being amended at a later date to encompass forests.  The manual as of June 2007 is in a draft stage and has proceeded through one round of agency review.  BLM plans are to finalize the manual by fall 2007, and based on its completion, amend BLM’s National Range Handbook and two BLM Technical References.
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