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3. Abstract (200 words): 

The National Land and Water Information Service is an Internet-based service being developed over the next four years to provide on-line access to agri-environmental information to help Canadians make responsible land-use decisions. The Government of Canada is investing $100.1 million to implement the new service.

The first of four phases of implementation began in May 2005. The National Land and Water Information Service will be built on a foundation of partnerships and collaboration. The project is being led by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC). Close collaboration with other federal departments, provincial, territorial and municipal governments, non-government organizations, producer and industry groups, and academic institutions will lead to the success of the service. 
With the completion of Phase One on March 31, 2006, the National Land and Water Information Service launched its new Web portal at www.agr.gc.ca/nlwis-snite bringing together applications, data and tools situated in various Web pages on the AAFC Online site. Several new applications, including the Land Resource Viewer, were created and made available over the Internet. 

When fully operational in 2009, the National Land and Water Information Service will be recognized as Canada’s source of information, analysis and interpretation of agri-environmental data on land use, soil, water, climate and biodiversity to assist land-use decision makers. 
