MLRA Soil Survey Region 13 (MO-13) Report

Speaker:  Stephen G. Carpenter, MLRA Region 13 Staff Leader

It is a pleasure to be here in New Jersey this week.  My topics for discussion today will be primarily on workload and new technology.  I will also mention briefly the restructuring plan for the soil survey.

Current Workload

· MLRA Soil Survey Region 13 (MO-13) in Morgantown currently provides quality assurance for 72 soil surveys in the region known as MO-13.
Workload by Category – 2006:
· 6 Soil Surveys initiated

· 3 Initial Field Reviews

· 16 Progress Field Reviews

· 7 Final Field Reviews

· 10 Final Correlations

· 30 Scheduled to have field work completed and,

· 25 surveys converted to maintenance status

· Most workload is related to SSURGO development in the form of compilation reviews, digital plot reviews, manuscript reviews and amendment to correlations

· Completed 56 compilation reviews in 2005 and on track to complete as many in 2006
Technology and Data

· Working with Drs. Jim Thompson and Jimmy Richardson on water movement study in Lost River area of WV

· Working with Drs. Sofi Elrashidi and Dewayne Mays on Soil P runoff study in Cacapon River Area of WV

· Have IRIS Tubes installed in Canaan Valley to monitor hydric soils with red parent materials
· Soil Temperature monitoring with USFS

· Water table monitoring in MLRA-126 using Mark Stolt’s GIZMOs

· Mapping Federal land in cooperation with the National Park Service (New River Gorge National River)

· Finishing a parent  material sampling project in MLRA-127

· Working with Dr. Bill Waltman to create a soil climate atlas for WV

· Put PDAs for data collection in Marietta MLRA office and all WV MLRA offices

Changing Existing Procedures

     The MO Leaders are updating the NSSH to facilitate Soil Survey Update process in light of the MLRA approach and new technologies.

MO Leaders are currently involved with the restructuring of the MLRA Soil Survey Offices.

MLRA Management Offices will make 

· MO-13 will have 7 MLRA Management Offices

· 5 are already in place

· Will transition last two before 2008

