Northeast Regional Cooperative Soil Survey 2006 Conference
MO-12 Report

The first half of the fiscal year has mainly been spent on the preparation of MMA boundaries and office locations.  We started with 8 MMA’s, but with the change in some of the criteria, we grew to 12 MMA’s.  After another Board of Directors meeting in May 2006, we are back to 8 MMA’s averaging slightly more than 10M acres size.
During the last year English edits have been completed on 5 soil surveys and the manuscripts are back in the states for their final look.  There is one soil survey ready for English edit in the queue that will be started in early June.  Technical reviews have been completed on 6 manuscripts and the states are reviewing the comments and making corrections.  Two draft manuscripts are back in the states to receive further technical edit work.  Two manuscripts are about ready to be sent to the MO office from the field for technical review.

There are 2 initial soil survey reviews scheduled, 16 project reviews, 3 final reviews, 4 correlation documents being prepared, and 4 maintenance projects have been initiated and will require reviews.  In addition, 2 site visits will occur in order to review subaqueous operations.

The MO is scheduled to complete 18 digitizing certifications this year.  Most of the early projects were from the projects funded during FY 2005.  The MO will complete at least 25 projects during FY 2006.

A major change in the MO has occurred due to the transfer of Darlene Monds, a Soil Data Quality Specialist – GIS/SSURGO to a RC&D position.  The loss of this highly qualified staff member will hurt the MO’s ability to complete our scheduled work load for the year.

