National Soil Interpretations Advisory Group 
of the 
National Cooperative Soil Survey

Southern Regional Cooperative Soil Survey Conference

Biloxi, MS

June 7-10, 2004

By:  Karl W. Hipple, Sponsor’s Representative to NSIAG

NSIAG Purpose

· Provide coordination and guidance to National Cooperative Soil Survey (NCSS) leadership on existing and emerging issues regarding assessment, documentation, and maintenance of soil resource interpretations

NSIAG Members

· Darrell Kautz, NRCS, AK  -  Chair

· Pete Biggam, NPS, CO  -    Co-Chair

· Paul Flood, USFS, Salt Lake City, UT

· David Hammer, U of Missouri, Columbia MO

· Luis Hernandez, NRCS, NE

· Karl Hipple, NRCS, NSSC

· Edgar Mersiovsky, NRCS, AR

· Ron Morton, NRCS, SC

· Jerry Rives, NRCS, TX

· Sue Southard, NRCS, CA

· Martha Stuart, NRCS, VT

· Steve Wangemann, BIA, Toppenish, WA

· Samantha Langley Turnbaugh, Univ. of S. Maine, Gorham, ME

· Bill Ypsilantis, USDI, BLM, Denver CO
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How NSIAG operates

· Formal, face-to-face meetings

· Teleconferences

· Developing yearly business plans

· NSCC cooperator input for issues

· Establishing priorities for each issue

· Coordination and cooperation with and among other National advisory groups (SBAAG, NTSAG)

Current NSIAG Charges

· Define/ redefine National Soil Interpretations

· Recommend policies/procedures to evaluate soil interpretation criteria documentation

· Evaluate existing soil interpretations and their criteria

· Develop guidance for validation and maintenance of soil interpretations

· Coordinate with other NCSS committees (SBAAG/NTSAG) on soil interpretation issues

· Develop and maintain list of NSIAG priority projects

· Develop recommendations for varying levels of documentation based on user requirements

· Investigate nontraditional options for displaying soil survey interpretations

· Investigate and develop recommendations for storing and interpreting use-dependent soil properties

· Develop subcommittees as needed to expand NSIAG expertise and assist in gathering specific information

NSIAG Customer Input

· Contact any member with issue

· Email

· Voicemail

· Regular mail

· Telephone

NSIAG web site

· Site Location

      http://soils.usda.gov/use/nsiag
· Site Information 

· Annual plan

· Member contact information

· List of projects and priorities

· Meeting schedule
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