2011 Soil Scientist of the Year Award—

The purpose of this award is to recognize exceptional achievement by
National Cooperative Soil Survey (NCSS) soil scientists. Nominees
must be soil scientists working in the soil survey program of the NCSS,
including technical soil services and initial or update project soil
survey work. Eligible positions include, but are not limited to,

the following: MLRA soil survey members, MLRA soil survey leaders,
soil data quality specialists, assistant state soil scientists, soil
specialists (technical soil services). Nominees must have a minimum
of 3 years (cumulative) service in the production phase of the Soil
Survey Program and must currently be working in the program.
Nominees are limited to positions at the GS-12 level or equivalent and
below.

Robert Long MLRA 12-5 soil survey office leader in St Johnsbury
Vermont

We are happy to present Robert Long, MLRA 12-5 soil survey office
leader in St Johnsbury Vermont ----- the 2011 Soil Scientist of the Year
Award. Earlier today we saw an overview of the work that he led in
developing digital soil mapping techniques for his area using ArcSIE
for the completion of Essex County Vermont. The Soil Inference
Engine in concert with LIDAR data has proved to be a useful
technique---- and according to quality assurance reviews---- one of the
most precise and accurate soil surveys produced in this region in
recent years. For the glaciated highland region of the Northeast these
techniques will be useful and repeatable in assisting other soil
projects in this region to accelerate and improve their soil data.



2011 Soil Scientist Achievement Award

Purpose of award is to recognize exceptional lifetime achievement by
individuals working under the auspices of the National Cooperative
Soil Survey (NCSS) Program. The award was established to target
individuals in

the production and application phases of the NCSS Program.
Nominees may come from any NCSS partner agency or group—
Federal, State, local, or private.

Nominees must have a minimum of 10 years (cumulative) service in
the soil survey program of the NCSS, including technical soil services
and initial or update soil survey work.

Steve Lawrence, Assistant State Soil Scientist, Athens Georgia

We are happy to present Kenneth “Steve” Lawrence, Assistant State
Soil Scientist of Athens GA the 2011 Soil Scientist Achievement Award,
not only for his service through his career---but particularly for the
last several years in which he was a critical facilitator in assuring the
completion of initial soil survey work in Georgia. His achievements
included not only the consolidation of soil information in the state as
database manager but also all aspects of soils assistance to the GA
including distribution through web soil survey, wetland support and
policy, leadership in interpretations for the region and training to all
personnel in the southeast as service to the State, MLRA Region 14
and the National Soil Survey Center.



2011 National Cooperative Soil Survey Cooperator Achievement
Award

Purpose is to recognize exceptional achievement by individuals
working under the auspices of the National Cooperative Soil Survey
(NCSS) Program. The award was established to target individuals
amongst our partners who make significant contributions to the
National Cooperative Soil Survey program.

2 recipients this year: Janis L. Boettinger, Utah State University,
Logan, UT and Wayne H. Hudnall, Texas Tech University, Lubbock TX
Start with Dr. Boettinger—

Janis L. Boettinger has a long-standing relationship with NCSS, dating
back to 1984 when she was a soil scientist with the Soil Conservation
Service in Canton, New York. She has been a professor of pedology at
Utah State University (USU) and NCSS cooperator since 1992. In that
time, Janis has created a renowned research program with strong ties
to NCSS. has made significant contributions to the advancement of
soil survey throughout her career as a soil scientist. She has enhanced
soil survey via her research on soil pedology, genesis, and morphology
as well as digital soil mapping. Janis has collaborated with many of
the National Cooperative Soil Survey (NCSS) partners, including the
USDI Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and USDA United States
Forest Service (USFS). She has also worked on the development of
training courses in remote sensing and digital soil mapping for NCSS
and NRCS. She has mentored 18 graduate students and numerous
undergraduate students whose research and publications have
contributed to a better understanding of various pedogenic processes
and soil-ecosystem relationships, as well as the development and
testing of remote sensing and digital soil mapping methodologies.
Janis’s graduate student projects have contributed approximately one
million acres of soil mapping to the NCSS.



Wayne Hudnall. Texas Tech University, Lubbock TX

With enthusiasm, it is the pleasure of the National Cooperative Soil
Survey to present Wayne H. Hudnall for the 2011 National
Cooperative Soil Survey Cooperator Achievement Award. For the past
seven years, the soil survey in Texas as worked with Wayne Hudnall
on soil mapping and correlation, soil taxonomy/classification, soil
morphology, and soil interpretations. Texas Soil Survey has
particularly benefitted from his field and laboratory work on gypsum
soils, collection of characterization data on soil moisture and soil
temperature on the Southern High Plains, and ongoing Vertisol
research. Additionally, Wayne's research and influence throughout his
34-year career have long impacted production soil survey and the
National Cooperative Soil Survey, primarily in understanding hydric
soil morphology and hydrology, aquic soil moisture regime and aquic
conditions, soil moisture and temperature regimes, wetlands, and clay
mineralogy, and incorporating these concepts in discussions of soil
morphology and classification. His NCSS work from 1979 through 2004
as a professor of Pedology at the University of Louisiana; Baton Rouge
focused on work in the Mississippi River Valley and contributed to the
science of hydric soils throughout the country. In addition, his
dedication to students and their future led to more than 30 years to
date (since 1980) of active participation in collegiate Soil judging
contests for both Texas and Louisiana. He was the host of the 50"
anniversary of the National Collegiate Soil Judging contest in Lubbock
in 2010. His legacy of almost 40 graduate students in the field of soil
science has had a significant effect on the profession and science of
the NCSS. As well there are many folks in this room that are
privileged to call you their friend and colleague.



