
Training Current Events



TNI and IDPs and the NCSS 
Training web pages @ soils.usda

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I hope everyone is using this as a resource when it comes to developing IPDs and the TNI request when it comes out each year.



Training News subscriptions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Still my best way to put FYI 
May need to start a weekly or biweekly reoccurring message because so few messages go out otherwise people forget they are subscribed and subscribe again which causes Tammy Cheever some headaches



SGI this year at UC-Davis, 
tentatively followed by SSI @ Kansas 
State in FY11

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SSI will be first since 2006.
Bulletin this summer.
Possibly a field trip planned in conjunction with University of Missouri.



Soil Tech – Measurement & Data 
Evaluation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is being redesigned and developed to address the current needs of the MLRA SSO



Technical Soil Services

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Did it distance learning in FY09
Classroom and field this year at NSSC
Added field trips to address support for conservation planning and address, wetland/hydric soils and other field related issues, use of tools and methods
Being face to face improves opportunities to network with others doing the same things



Advanced Hydric Soils for Soil 
Scientists on the road

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Albuquerque NM this summer,
 possibly in the Southeast in FY11, back to Madison WI in FY12 (or vice versa)



FSA Wetland ID Procedures New!

 in 2009 (Circular 4; December 2009), the Chief made 
a decision that NRCS would utilize the Corps 
Methods (1987 Manual and Supplements) when 
appropriate (within our statutory and regulatory 
authority) for the identification of FSA wetlands.

 Training under development will have 2 parts
1. Self-paced with regional supplements of field indicators 

to be piloted soon (April availability?)
2. Classroom and field face to face with pilot course 

sessions for up to 45 participants in each
○ Stevensville, MD (May 24 – 28) Champaign, IL 

(June 21 – 25) Davis, CA (July 19 – 23)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This will answer your questions about the COE Reg IV training



Remote Sensing New!

 1 – Basic Image Interpretation 
 Self-paced via internet

 2 – Introduction to Digital Remote 
Sensing 
 Classroom or bridge via CD (if not via 

internet)
 3 – Remote Sensing for Soil Survey 

Applications
 Classroom in Fort Worth

Presenter
Presentation Notes
#3 was piloted last FY and has a session scheduled for the week of May 3rd with 14 of 16 available slots filled (3/18/10)
Prerequisites #1 and #2 not available yet




Using Comparison Studies to 
Inventory Soil Change New!
 Under develop by interdisciplinary team
 Pilot tentatively scheduled for ________
 The course Soil Quality Assessment 

and Applications for Field Staff is a 
prerequisite
 Get training in use of tools and procedures 

for Dynamic Soil Properties in that course
 Comparison studies course will focus on  

designing and completing the studies 



Effort to develop OJT modules 
continues (slowly!)



OJT for MLRA SSOs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also includes:
	Describing soils
	Equipment Use & Operation
	Sampling & Characterization
	Documentation

Attempting to get these done via various sources of people
Current emphasis would be on Mapping Soils
About 125 proposed



OJT for new non soil scientists

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the 3 areas of asks addressed
Approximately 45 proposed



Mapping Skills, landscape 
modeling, map unit design new!

 First stage: on the ground, 
understanding landscapes, segmenting 
the landscape, methods for mapping, 
etc.

 Second stage: incorporate current 
techniques utilizing the computer and 
the eworld

 Third stage: immersion in the processes 
to gain some level of experience

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First group met twice via teleconferencing and provided what will be parameters and guidance for a second group that will meet at the NSSC. It was their recommendation that this needed a second group meeting face to face to flesh out.

Second group will design a training “course of action” that can be used by MLRA SSOs to provide training consistently across the country and address development of any parts that are new

Will also provide train the trainer to this group so that they can go back to their MO Region and be the local resource for delivery (training the trainers within their region as needed)




Digital Soil Mapping drawing board!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jon Hempel has informed me that we are to be ready soon for design and development of a course to address this



Other items on the horizon 
from the SSD Training LRP
 Ecological sites, ESDs, state & transition 

models
 Encouraging all our MLRSA SSO staff to 

get training in terrain analysis through 
Spatial Analyst (NCGC offering) or 
other means

 Develop training related to landscape 
modeling

 Development of an informal network for 
mentoring related to particular skill sets



Your Feedback

 Any comments regarding training?

 What are our gaps in training from your 
perspective?
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