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NHQ Personnel Update

Wayne Maresch-Deputy Chief, SSRA
Paul Benedict - SSD Program Mgr
Jon Gerken – Asst Program Mgr
Chris Smith – National Leader for 
Technical Soil Services
Lenore Vasilas – Technical Soil 
Specialist (Hydropedologist)



NSSC Personnel Update

Craig Ditzler – National Leader for 
Standards and MLRA Coordination
Larry West – National Leader for 
Soil Research and Soil Survey Lab
Cindy Stiles – Supervisor SS Lab 
and Liaison



Special Thanks

Mike Hubbs - Hosting
Bill Craddock - Arrangements
Maxine Levin - Agenda 
Presenters – Very Good Program



Benefits of
The MLRA Soil Survey

Soil Survey of “Today”
Soil Scientists staffed at 144 Permanent 

Geographic locations who know and 
understand the soils on the landscape, 
they provide knowledge of what we 
have learned the last 100+ years of 
the National Cooperative Soil Survey 
by improving the spatial and tabular 
data to digitally join lines and fill in 
data gaps and voids in the soil 
database.



Soil Survey Priorities

Continue MLRA Restructure Plans
Establish Remaining MLRA SS Offices
Staff with Soil Scientists

Continue Technology Development
Enhance Web Soil Survey 2.2
Enhance NASIS 6.x
Enhance SRITB

Accelerate Initial Soil Surveys



New Focus Areas

Promote Technical Soil Services
Resource Soil Scientists
Regional Technology Center               
Soil Scientists  (Ed, Terry, Leander)

Use of Benchmark Landscape Catenas
Integrate Ecological Site Information 
with Dynamic Soil Properties to 
support “State And Transition Models”



New Focus Areas

Develop MLRA Long Range and 
Project Plans
Seamless Spatial Soil Coverage across  
All boundaries “Federal Lands”



Benefits of
The MLRA Soil Survey

Spatial Integration to NASIS
Combine 3,000 SSURGO Layers
“Check Out - Check In” NGDB

Soil Survey Schedule 
Goals and Progress Reporting
By MLRA Project Area

Continue Initial work



Benefits of
The MLRA Soil Survey

Develop Long Range Plan
Entire MLRA Soil Survey Area
Prioritize Projects

Develop Project Plan
1 to 5 Year completion
Identify Activities

Develop Annual Business Plan
Identify Who, What, When



MLRA Soil Survey
“Project Plan”

Be a Scientist
Involve NCSS Cooperators
Involve NSSC Liaisons
Will Not “Walk ALL The Land”
Will Enhance Current Soil Survey
Clean up/Edit Topology



SSD Support to MLRA SSO’s

$10,000 MLRA Implementation
Equipment  

KSAT
Local Lab equipment

Digital data
Computers
Capture NCSS Lab Data



MLRA Implementation

FY08 Last year for states to assign 
staff in Positions/Offices
FY09 Start Directing staff in last 
phase of Implementation



MLRA Soil Survey Staffing

Stability
144 MLRA Project Offices

(106 Offices in Place)

Dec 31, 2007 = 73%
FY08 (+14) = 83%
FY09 (+14) = 92%
FY10 (+11) =100%



A-76 Study

NRCS won 2003 A-76 for field SS.
NRCS won 2006 A-76 Study              
“Not Feasible” to Compete NSSC.
July 2007 Request for Information “RFI”
NO acceptable companies respond on 
300 field soil scientist positions. 
Sept 2007 USDA accepted MLRA 
Restructure Plan as “Most Effective and 
Efficient Operation”.
USDA Tracking implementation of MLRA 
Plan. Full support from NRCS at top.



Future

Content Manager
Author Text
Historical Soil Surveys
Historical Papers
Research Projects and reports
NCSS conference proceedings

Local Lab Standards
Standard Lab Procedures - West



Future

Distribute 
“Soil Survey Division Program Plan”

Communications
Linda Greene - Coordinator
Improve Communication to states, 
MLRA Soil Survey Offices, and NCSS 
cooperators

Hiring Diverse Workforce
Update Training Courses



Thank You!Thank You!



Benefits of 

The MLRA Soil Survey
Stability

• 18 MO Region 
Leaders &  Senior 
Regional Soil 
Scientist 

• 146 MLRA Soil 
Survey Areas 

• 144 MLRA Soil 
Survey Leaders

• 3 Year Transition



Soil Survey Federal Lands 
Initiative – FY10

USFS Order 3
Initial 37.1 M Acres
Update 23 M Acres

BLM Order 3
Initial 23 M Acres
Update 32 M Acres

FWS
Initial 5 M Acres
Update 90 M Acres (Mostly AK)






