
Terra-NASIS Project

•Terra (USFS) and NASIS (NRCS) 
both contain similar soil attributes

•Two independent databases cause 
problems:

Data redundancy
Inefficiency
Difficulty in data sharing
Data congruency issues
Difficult if not impossible to keep 
synchronized

•USFS and NRCS agree that some linkage of the 
soils portion of these databases are needed

•Several technical challenges exist:
Data formats (Informix vs. Oracle)
Database hierarchy (table structure, parent/child 
relationships, etc.)
Agency firewalls (i.e., communicating through 
each agencies security measures)
Terra is a distributed database (potentially every 
USFS district office can have an instance of Terra)

•Proposed a prototype web service:
Develop proof of concept before attempting 
linkage of applications
USFS and NRCS will each develop web services 
that will test our ability to communicate between 
applications on a small scale project
Will test a process for importing USFS Terra 
Potential Vegetation Classifications into NASIS 
Component Other Vegetative Classification table 
as a choice list

•Next Steps:
Install NRCS web services page on Web 
Farm (in process)
Develop process and queries that select 
potential vegetation classifications from Terra
Develop process to populate the NASIS 
Other Vegetative Classification table with 
choices from a Terra domain list
If successful, develop business needs of both 
agencies and begin design of the linkage
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