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SS Interpretations Report - NSSC

· Milton Whitney - 1899

· “We need to be able to transfer experience from research or the use of soils, from the fields or areas where we have experience, to other soils or areas where it is applicable” 

· Are we there yet? 

SSI Staff and assignments

Janet Bauer – Administrative Assistant (The Boss)

Jim Fortner – Soil Scientist (NASIS Development/Reports, Training, VAL/CALC, Web soil survey efforts)

Dave Lightle – Conservation Agronomist (RUSLE2. Erosion models, Soil Conditioning Index, STIR applications, Conservation Security Program)

Joyce Scheyer -  Urban Interpretations, NE Lab Liaison, VAL/CALC, Interpretation criteria

Cathy Seybold – Soil Scientist (NASIS Validations, Soil physical properties, Use-dependent soil properties, Soil/Water relationships, Soil Quality)

Bob Dobos – Soil Scientist (reports 8/8/04 - Soil Interpretations, Documentation, Criteria, NASIS Interpretations trouble shooting, Standards)

Lyle Steffen – Geologist (Geology & Engineering support, Training, Ag Handbook 296 for short term)

Curt Talbot – Range Management Specialist (Range and Forestry support, Ecological Site Descriptions) 

Vacant – Forester - Job announcement closed (5/26/04)

Bob Grossman – Research Soil Scientist (Physical Soil properties, Use-dependent properties, VAL/CAL, Field techniques, Training)  *Bob has announced his retirement for 6/30/04

Karl Hipple – National Leader (SSI Program, Use-dependent properties, T Factor criteria)

Major Emphasis for SS Interpretations FY04

Agriculture Handbook 296 Update

· Map Unit Description Progress

· Base map complete 

· Inset maps and graphs are complete

· New or Subdivided MLRAs – state/MO has responsibility to author the Map Unit Descriptions – Deadline 9/1/04

· Target release dates for next State/MO reviews 





(mid-month)

· July -    58D, 65, 66, 69, 72, 73, 270, 271, 272, 273 

· Aug. -   21, 30, 95A, 95B, 99, 103, 104, 105, 106, 109,112, 113

· Sept. -  84B, 117, 119, 121, 122, 127, 129, 142, 143, 144A, 144B, 145 

· Oct. –   96, 97, 98, 101, 139, 140, 141, 146, 148, 149A, 149B

· New product will be hard copy in color,;  web version will be based on Flash technology (file is too large for CD)

· Publication date Fall 2005

· NSSC Team – Talbot, Steffen, Fortner, Lightle, Waltman, Bauer, Hipple  

Use Dependent Soil Properties

· Team to develop project plan – Arlene Tugel, Lisa Krall, Cathy Seybold, James Komar, Bob Grossman, Mike Sucik

·  Plan components

· Develop examples to demonstrate changes in properties tied to management systems (from existing studies and data)

· Outreach – SSSA meeting poster, fact sheet, etc.

· Identify interim “core soil properties”

· Develop interim sampling protocol

Iowa Project – Develop runoff curves for no-till soils

· ARS, NRCS, NWMC (Nat. Water Mgmt Center)

· Also collect Use-dependent samples (forestland & cropland)

Validation-Calculation Committee

· Members - Seybold, Grossman, Bigler, Talbot, Scheyer, Reinch, Fortner, Hipple

· CEC/ECEC turned on in NASIS (April)

· Calculation for percent passing & rock fragments

· Calculation of sand fractions

Urban Soil Primer

· Tool to introduce soil surveys to urban user groups

· Scheyer, Hipple, Cadre of urban soil scientists

· Color, hard copy version + electronic CD and web versions

Climate change support (SS Investigations)

· Talbot and Seybold

· Alaska and Antarctica

RUSLE2 – Cons. Security Program assistance

· Erosion modeling, SCI, STIR

· Dave Lightle

T Factor – request from FSA for uniform national criteria; programmable; 
generated from NASIS data

· Long term goal of NASIS database containing only soil property data; remove calculated values (K,T, I, Prime Farmland ratings, etc.

· Hipple

NASIS Support 

· Retool; NASIS enhancements; Information Technology priorities; Soil Data Viewer; NASIS Report Writing

· Fortner

O horizon minimum data set

· Requirement list released

· Small experiment underway AK, MI, FL, ME to try methods to determine % mineral matter in O horizons

· Lynn and Seybold

NSIAG (National Soil Interpretations Advisory Group)

· Website http://soils.usda.gov/use
· List of issues (proposed, active, completed) for comment

Field Support for FY04

· Rupture resistance- Ortstein soils

· Mica Research project assistance

· Custom Rangeland Interpretations – BLM

· Forage Suitability Group assistance

· Web Soil Survey design

· NASIS Retool effort

· Infiltration methods

· Training – Soil Interpretations, NASIS report writing, NEDS Basic Soils course, Programs and Applications course 

· Runoff Curves for no-till agriculture (use dependent issue) 

