MLRA SOIL SURVEY REGION #15 PROGRAM
Status

2004 South Regional NCSS Conference

Biloxi, MS

June 7 – 10, 2004

By: Charles Love, Alabama State Soil/MO-15 Team Leader

On-Going/Update Surveys and Correlation Activities

· Alabama 

4                                                                   
· Caribbean  
1

· [image: image2.emf]Florida  

2

· Georgia  

1

· Louisiana  

0

· Mississippi  
2

· Tennessee            1



Total             12
Field Assists

· Initial Field Reviews

        3

· Field Assists


        7

· Progress Field Reviews

        6

· Final Field Reviews
       
        7






Total
      23
Manuscript/Publication

Quality assurance review/manuscript

· Barbour County, AL

· Houston County, AL

· Pinellas County, Florida 

Published

· Alabama 
2

Database Assistance

· NASIS assistance - Visited project offices, upon request 
· Provided training to Puerto Rico State Office 

· NASIS Soils Interpretation training at Auburn University (for the MO-15 Region)

· States posted 24 counties of NASIS datasets with a digital spatial data on the Soil Data Mart, in the MO–15 Region as of 05/13/04
Soil Data Warehouse & Soil Data Mart

2004 Compilation/SSURGO Activities
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	Map Compilation
	SSURGO
	Digital Map Finishing

	Quality Review
	        5
	     9
	        3

	Certified
	        9
	     8         
	        3
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Overall MO- 15 Compilation/SSURGO Status 

· 59% -- Compilation Certification 

· 38% -- SSURGO Certification   
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Special Studies Activities

· Assisted Auburn University with Soil Mineralogy Field Trip

· Coordinated soil temperature data (Florida, Louisiana & Mississippi)

· Soil sampling for the 2006 World Soils Congress Field Tour (involving soil scientists and cooperators from Alabama, Georgia, and Mississippi) 

Regional Soil-Water table study (using new technology)

Soil-Water Data Logger Sites (new technology)

[image: image6.png]Global Water’s WL-14 WaterLogger

* Weatherproof enclosure
* Fits inside 2" pipe

* Records 6000 readings
* 12bitor

1/4000 resolution

* Battery powered

Cable

* Marine Grade, Heavy
Urethane Jacket

* Barometric pressure vent
* Lengths up to 500

Seasor

* Submersible pressure
transducer,

fully encapsulated

« Amplified,
temperature compensated
« High accuracy (0.2%
overall, 0.1% linearity)

* 3/4" diameter wet-wet
transducer (no vent

moisture problems)
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Training Activities

· Correlation and Management of MLRA Soil Survey course  at Auburn, AL – September 2003
· NASIS Interpretations training at Auburn University—June 2003

· Soil Water Table Workgroup meetings at Auburn, AL—August and October 2003

· Introduction to ArcGIS for USDA–SCA at Auburn University—May 2004

· Joint MO–14 and –15 State Soil Scientist Workshops at Sumter, SC—March 2004

Marketing Activities

· Published three issues of The Coastal Plainer

· Dissemination of soils information within the region:

· FY04 - 8,975  soil-related items

· Soil displays or demonstrations at various conferences, agency meetings, etc.,

· Radio spots – 4 (use of soil surveys and soil Judging contests) – provided by Southeast AgNet radio station

What’s New?

Implementation of Soil Survey Offices by MLRA
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Regional 15 MOU Benefits:

· Establish a working agreement with MLRA Regional 15 Board of Directors 

· Carry-out scientific based soil survey update and maintenance activities by MLRA/geographic area

· Ensure that uniform standards are applied over a large geographic area

· Correlate soils on a regional basis

· Serve as a business document for more potential funding support from National Soil Survey Division 

HOW ARE WE ACHIEVING MLRA REGIONAL 15 GOALS?

· Good Communication! 

· Good Planning!

· Good Cooperation!

· Good Team Work!
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