
NE Town Hall Meeting 

Forest Soil Fertility- 

Need research for NE Soil Chemistry in Forest Soils as to what is significant;  (Bill Sharp) 

Soil Sample data set with NPS along AT. 

Shale Gas pH monitoring also has interest. 

Need to improve our state of knowledge of soils/forest fertility/growth rates/(Ca/Al ratios) and total 
elemental data through NE forests----we need to work up the data 

What is the biotic component—added component? 

Variability on the landscape—would this part of ESD focus? 

How do Partners feed money to NCSS? Through Washington Office or MOs? 

USFS want to work with the states in some USFS Forests.  Others want to work with Washington Office. 

Budgetary officers have a long history and want to work with long term work partnering.  May have 
burned bridges for the short term. 

Maintain Flexibility? 

Hydrologic Soil Groups? 

In the NE Hydrologic soil Groups are a number one use in NE.  Trouble with calculated values— 

Are the Calculations an improvement?—Less than a meter calculations are not as good as greater than a 
meter because restrictive layers with shallow soils. 

There are not defensible calculations in the present system.  4 classes are probably not appropriate in 
the first place.  Could there be subclasses to refine the data. 

TR55 modeling creates an opportunity for a fuzzy logic code to alter the system. 

Hydrologic Groups are used in highly disturbed system. 

Hydric groups are not good enough through web soil survey to be useful 

 

Functionality of Soil Data Mart?— 

NE uses it every day with both cooperators and internal customers with online reporting 

Trained public to pick map units and generate reports on select map units 



Availability of Data Gateway/Access Databases to do work but not available to all and not convenient to 
public users 

This is not a small thing in Shale Gas users in the NE.  There is a customer service train wreck coming. 

Designate a person to generate a paper (Lindsey Hodgman and Lisa Krall) to Dave Hoover as National 
Leader) to address the issue. 

Dissemination of Tech Services information is a high priority. 

Communication 

Need to communicate to all field soil scientists not just administration line and staff.  Suggestion--
Listserve for all soil scientists that communicates information particularly for important functionality 
decisions from the National Level. 

Cooperator’s opinions on Budgetary Issues and partnerships 

Interface has been with the state soil scientist.  We don’t know what the implications have been. We 
don’t work with MO leaders. 

Still confused message to the cooperators. State Conservationists have a confused message as well. 

Disconnect as to how information is disseminated.  Is the State Conservationist the point person and 
connection to the public. 

They may regionalize functionality of State Soil Scientists as well.   

South and NC made a recommendation for an Advisory Group to the Director with self selected 
members with regional representation.  NE is interested. 

Will the state based NCSS conferences continue?  What is the function of this system now? 

Technical Teams and Management Teams for the MO teams –how will the cooperators be involved? 

Future of Soil Survey? 

High intensity guidelines?  At the same time we have a smaller workforce..and not do work that 
consulting community. 

Proprietary information from consultants—not available. 

Leadership given impression that there will be no validation or ground-truthing for SDJR.  Is this our 
future?  We want to make this our future and increase field compenent. 

Ditto from the NE  cooperators as to S & NC recommendations to improve marketing and dissemination 
of data. 



Disaggregation begs for more boots on the ground to validate information.  Need a ground truthing 
protocol.  What is the role of resource soil scientist and cooperators in this process? 


