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MLRA Soil SurveysMLRA Soil Surveys

Major Land Resource Areas (MLRAs) are land Major Land Resource Areas (MLRAs) are land 
resource units that share a common land use, resource units that share a common land use, 
elevation, topography, climate, water, soils, and elevation, topography, climate, water, soils, and 
vegetation. vegetation. 

County soil surveys are subsets of a MLRA soil County soil surveys are subsets of a MLRA soil 
survey.survey.

The country is divided into 18 regional MLRA The country is divided into 18 regional MLRA 
offices.offices.





St. Paul (Region 10) MLRA OfficeSt. Paul (Region 10) MLRA Office

(a.k.a. West Central Glaciated MLRA office)(a.k.a. West Central Glaciated MLRA office)
25 MLRAs25 MLRAs
160 Million Acres160 Million Acres
Approx 330 counties in 8 statesApprox 330 counties in 8 states
In this Region, there are about 80 soil In this Region, there are about 80 soil 
scientists working on soil surveysscientists working on soil surveys
The St. Paul office has one of the larger The St. Paul office has one of the larger 
workloads of all MLRA regional officesworkloads of all MLRA regional offices



St. Paul Region St. Paul Region -- 12 MLRA Soil Survey Project offices12 MLRA Soil Survey Project offices

Recommended OfficeRecommended Office MLRAsMLRAs Total AcresTotal Acres
1010--11 Bemidji, MNBemidji, MN 57, 8857, 88 15,748,00015,748,000
1010--2   Fergus Falls, MN2   Fergus Falls, MN 91A, 102A91A, 102A 9,034,0009,034,000
1010--3   Stanton, NE3   Stanton, NE 102B, 102C102B, 102C 8,685,0008,685,000
1010--4   Duluth, MN4   Duluth, MN 91B, 93A, 9291B, 93A, 92 15,748,00015,748,000
1010--5   Albert Lea, MN5   Albert Lea, MN 103103 17,722,00017,722,000
1010--6   Atlantic, IA6   Atlantic, IA 107A, 107B, 108D107A, 107B, 108D 13,007,00013,007,000
1010--7   Gallatin, MO7   Gallatin, MO 109, 107B (Southern Part)109, 107B (Southern Part) 10,179,00010,179,000
1010--8   Marquette, MI8   Marquette, MI 93B, 94B93B, 94B 10,569,00010,569,000
1010--9   Rhinelander, WI9   Rhinelander, WI 89, 90A, 90B, 94D89, 90A, 90B, 94D 15,358,00015,358,000
1010--10 LaCrosse, WI10 LaCrosse, WI 105105 12,415,00012,415,000
1010--11 Waverly, IA11 Waverly, IA 104104 7,694,0007,694,000
1010--12 Fairfield, IA12 Fairfield, IA 108C108C 7,610,0007,610,000





NRCS Long Range Plans for Conducting 
Soil Surveys

Staffs assigned to MLRAs will be responsible for 
carrying out all soil survey project activities within their 
area. These geographic areas of responsibility will 
almost certainly cross county boundaries and often will 
cross state boundaries. 

All State Soil Scientists are working together on two 
plans:

By July 30, 2006 – have a plan to place project staff 
into one of the MLRA project offices by Sept 30, 2009 

By July 30, 2006 – also have a plan to complete the 
initial soil survey of the country by December 2010



Digital soil survey Digital soil survey 
(SSURGO) Status(SSURGO) Status

SSURGO = Soil Survey Geographic DatabaseSSURGO = Soil Survey Geographic Database

The most detailed level of digital soils data The most detailed level of digital soils data 
available from NRCSavailable from NRCS

Minnesota has 67 counties that are SSURGO Minnesota has 67 counties that are SSURGO 
certifiedcertified

All SSURGO counties have soil survey information All SSURGO counties have soil survey information 
also available through the web soil survey also available through the web soil survey 





NCSS 2007 conference NCSS 2007 conference –– Sheraton Hotel in the Sheraton Hotel in the 
Bloomington, MN Bloomington, MN –– tentative dates are June 10tentative dates are June 10--
15, 200715, 2007

For additional information, please contact Joe For additional information, please contact Joe 
McCloskey @ 651.602.7861 or email McCloskey @ 651.602.7861 or email 
joe.mccloskey@mn.usda.govjoe.mccloskey@mn.usda.gov

Thank you!Thank you!
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