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Part 1:  The author of this proposal regrets the use of his confrontation statements on several points about the competing master V horizon proposal.  The statements were overly critical and he sincerely apologizes for making them.  Although he does not agree that adding a master V horizon is the best approach to designating vesicular porosity, he does believe its authors have done an enviable job in writing their proposal document and commends them on initiating discussion of this topic.  It is unfortunate that some form of horizon designation for surface horizons with vesicular porosity has been lacking for so long within NCSS standards.  An improvement with some form of horizon notation is long overdue.
Part 2:  Comparison of suffix symbol vv to current designations and master V horizon
The following horizon sequences use the same example soil series which are used in the master V horizon proposal (pp. 13-18) along with 5 other soil series from California, New Mexico, Nevada, Oregon, and Utah that illustrate the potential impact of the expanded A horizon proposal and the addition of suffix “vv”.  The three horizon sequences for each example soil allow comparison of the potential impacts of both proposals.  Official soil series descriptions (OSDs) for these 10 soils are available online at this URL: http://soils.usda.gov/technical/classification/osd/index.html.  The “View OSD by Series Name (with best-match feature)” generates links to display one description and its geographic extent, while the “View OSDs by List of Series Names (with FTP option)” can generate links to display data for all 10 soils.
ACTEM series   (Clayey, smectitic, frigid, shallow Xeric Argidurids)
current horizon sequence:


A-Bt-Btk-Bkqm-2R

change using subordinate vv suffix:
Avv-Bt-Btk-Bkqm-2R

change using master V horizon:

V-Bt-Btk-Bkqm-2R
OLDALE series (not typical pedon for series; Loamy-skeletal, mixed, superactive, hyperthermic Typic Haplargids)

current horizon sequence:


A1-A2-Bt1-Bt2-C

change using subordinate vv suffix:
Avv-ABvv-Bt1-Bt2-C

change using master V horizon:

V-BV-Bt1-Bt2-C

GARDNERVILLE series   (Fine, smectitic, mesic Durinodic Xeric Natrargids)

current horizon sequence:


E-Btn1-Btn2-Btn3-Btnk-Bqkn-Bq-C

change using subordinate vv suffix:
Evv-Btn1-Btn2-Btn3-Btnk-Bqkn-Bq-C

change using master V horizon:

V-Btn1-Btn2-Btn3-Btnk-Bqkn-Bq-C

PINTWATER series   (Loamy-skeletal, mixed, superactive, calcareous, mesic Lithic Torriorthents)

current horizon sequence:


A1-A2-Bqk-R

change using subordinate vv suffix:
A-Avv-Bqk-R

change using master V horizon:

A-V-Bqk-R

ADAMATT series   (Ashy-skeletal, glassy, frigid, shallow Vitrandic Argixerolls)

current horizon sequence:


A-Bt1-Bt2-Cr

change using subordinate vv suffix:
Avv-Bt1-Bt2-Cr

change using master V horizon:

VA-Bt1-Bt2-Cr

FISHERDIG series   (Clayey-skeletal, smectitic, frigid, shallow Vitritorrandic Durixerolls)

current horizon sequence:


A1-A2-Bt1-Bt2-Btq-Bkqm-Bqm1-Bqm2

change using subordinate vv suffix:
Avv-A-Bt1-Bt2-Btq-Bkqm-Bqm1-Bqm2

change using master V horizon:

VA-A-Bt1-Bt2-Btq-Bkqm-Bqm1-Bqm2

GALESTINA series   (Fine, mixed, superactive, mesic Aridic Paleustalfs)

current horizon sequence:


A-BA-Bt1-Bt2-Bk1-Bk2-2Cr
change using subordinate vv suffix:
Avv-BA-Bt1-Bt2-Bk1-Bk2-2Cr
change using master V horizon:

V-BA-Bt1-Bt2-Bk1-Bk2-2Cr
LELAND series   (Fine-loamy, mixed, superactive, mesic Typic Natrixeralfs)

current horizon sequence:


E-Btkn1-Btkn2-2C1-2C2-2C3

change using subordinate vv suffix:
Evv-Btkn1-Btkn2-2C1-2C2-2C3

change using master V horizon:

V-Btkn1-Btkn2-2C1-2C2-2C3

PAYPOINT series   (Ashy over sandy or sandy-skeletal, glassy over mixed, mesic 
Durinodic Xeric Haplargids)

current horizon sequence:


A1-A2-Bt-Bqk-2Ckq1-2Ckq2-2C

change using subordinate vv suffix:
Avv1-Avv2-Bt-Bqk-2Ckq1-2Ckq2-2C

change using master V horizon:

V1-V2-Bt-Bqk-2Ckq1-2Ckq2-2C

SLIPTRACK series   (Ashy, glassy, frigid Vitritorrandic Durixerolls)

current horizon sequence:


A1-A2-Bt1-Bt2-Bqm-Bqkm1-Bqkm2

change using subordinate vv suffix:
Avv1-Avv2-Bt1-Bt2-Bqm-Bqkm1-Bqkm2

change using master V horizon:

VA1-VA2-Bt1-Bt2-Bqm-Bqkm1-Bqkm2
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