
 

 

Hydric Soil Committee  
2010 Co-Chairs  
Committee Voted Jim Turenne (Northeast) and Jared Beard (Mid-Atlantic) to chair the  
2010 committee.  
1. Review progress on Dark Parent Materials indicator. In 2006, the Committee identified this 
as an issue for New England.  
MEETS NATIONAL INDICATOR NO FURTHER STUDY 
 
2. Review progress on Red Parent Materials indicator. In 2006, the Committee identified this as 
a shared issue for New England and the mid-Atlantic.  
Proposed the test indicator for region.  
Support data being written and will be sent to NTCHS.  
FOUND IT MEETS THE EXISTING TF2 INDICATOR 
 
3. Review progress on folists and other histosols indicators. In 2006, the Committee  
identified this as an issue for New England.  
Pete Fletcher recommended looking at drying out the organics – folists not firm, histic becomes firm 
and lighter color.  
NO ACTION TAKEN 
 
4. Review progress on anthropogenic soils indicators. In 2006, the Committee identified the 
need for a better understanding of what to look for to identify anthropogenic hydric soils.  
Studied during NEHSTC tour, monitoring sites are ongoing, still considered difficult soils to analyze.  
Recommend using the new HTM designations, detailed descriptions of redox feature (Tech Bulletin 
301, boundary distinctness, etc.).  
STUDIES WERE DONE TO DEVELOP A GUIDE FOR INVESTIGATIONS. 
DETERMINED THAT MODIFIED SOILS WILL MEET AN EXISTING INDICATOR IF 
HYDRIC. 
 
5. Review and comment on Mesic Spodosols indicators. In 2006, the Committee identified an 
issue with the current indicators identifying non-hydric spodosols as well as hydric spodosols.  
Mesic spodic indicator was written for 144A, 145, and 149B (copy below).  
Indicator developed by extensive review of 35 pedons most with data to back up wetland 
classification, upland pedons also checked. Support data will be sent to NTCHS.  
NEHSTC will review comments from NY NRCS and reply or change – support data will be 
requested.  
CONTINUE TO STUDY AND PROPOSE INDICATOR TO THE NTCHS WHEN 
COMPLETED. EXPECTING TO HAVE RESULTS BY 2012 
 
6. Review for resolution hydric soil indicator S6.  
S-6 dropped from region R  
 
7. Review for resolution regional indicators for use in the national indicators.  
NEHSTC will review comments from NY NRCS and reply/make changes to our proposed indicators.  
Will review comments from NTCHS and send comments back.  
Study sites will continued to be monitored a tour for fall 2008 is planned, invite will be sent to Mid-
Atlantic and NTCHS.  
Support data for each will be sent. 



 

 

 
CHARGES FOR 2010 
 
TA6 MESIC SPODIC – SEE ABOVE 
 
RED PM SOIL – WORK WITH MAHSC ON ALL COLLECTED DATA TO DETERMINE A 
NEW PROPOSED INDICATOR TO THE NTCHS 
 
IRIS TUBE STANDARD – SEEK APPROVAL FOR 4” ZONE W/20% DEPLETED ZONE OVER 
CURRENT 6” ZONE W/ 30% DEPLETED ZONE. CURRENT STANDARD IS DIFFICULT TO 
ACHIEVE IN NEW ENGLAND SOILS AND THE PROPOSED STANDARD HAS SUPPORTING 
DATA BY UMD. 
 
ORGANIC/MINERAL DETERMINATION – NEHSC WILL ANALYZE SOIL 
CHARACTERISTICS AND DATA TO BETTER UNDERSTAND DIFFERENCE IN 
ORGANIC/MUCKY MODIFIED MINERAL/MINERAL SOILS IN FIELD OBSERVATONS.  
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