Summary Report from
University Cooperators




Support

e Discussion on the future funding to support
cooperative research with NRCS

* Lab analysis, equipment, and staff at NSSC to
work with university cooperators

e Possible funding support with other federal
agencies such as FS, NPS, NOAA, BLM, NASA,

USGS
— jointly with NRCS

— foster cooperation, student training, and
technology transfer (capacity building)



Support

inue and in some states establish the

e To cont

SCEP and STEP

programs in




Information

e University cooperators would like to
be engaged in:
—GlobalSoilMap.net

—Global Soil Classification System

—International Work/Relationships
—US Soil Taxonomy Proposals




The State of Soil Science in
the Ivory Tower

Elimination, reduction, and consolidation of
departments, instructional programs, and
faculty

— Low majors

— Low enrollment in classes

— Elimination of courses

— Faculty not replaced

— Reduction in faculty

— Elimination or consolidation
of department

— Loss of Visibility



Who is Going to Turn the Auger?

e We will not have the core courses for the
students to be certified as soil scientists

— 470 series
— CPSS/CPSC

 We will not be able to give students the field
experience

e Partner with NRCS to produce/hire “Soil
Scientists”

— Help with recruiting either directly or indirectly
— Prioritize students who MAJOR in soil science
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¥ ComNgg 'together is a beginning.
e Keeping todetMer is progress.
S Working together is success.”
Henry Ford




