North Central Region Classification and Standards Committee Report.
June 2008
The charges of this committee are:
1. Review the existing proposals for new taxonomic classifications and provide recommendations to NSSC for adoption in Soil Taxonomy. 

a.      Review plinthite and mica proposals and provide recommendations for adoption

2.     Identify needed changes to the NSSH, Field Guide for Describing and Sampling Soils, and Soil Survey Manual to accommodate Subaqueous Soil survey activities

3.     Identify ways to disperse information learned from current subaqueous soil survey activities to the greater soil survey community

 
Charge 1.

The Committee reviewed all of the current proposals. Recommendations of the North Central Committee:
Proposals - August 2007
1. The new paragraph for “Normal Years” be adopted.

2. Change in Natraquerts definition to remove “or have an exchangeable sodium percentage of 15 percent or more.”

 The committee agrees to this proposal, in principal. The change will require a review of the Natraquerts of the Northern Plains (Heil, Napa and Ryan series).  These soils have very well developed columnar structure in the Btn horizon, but some comments questioned whether Vertisols could have natric horizons, which are a type of argillic horizon.

3. Subaqueous Soils Proposal. Need to assure that all of the great groups and subgroups of the proposed Wassents and Wassists Suborders represent actual pedons that have been identified in the field, and are not being proposed for inclusion in Soil Taxonomy in anticipation of finding soils that may meet the criteria.
Proposals – January 2008
1. Correction to temperature regime limits be adopted.

2. Micaceous Soils – The North Central Committee recommends adoption of both Proposal Part 1 and Proposal Part 2 on Micaceous Mineralogy brought forward by the Mica Research Project. (Rapid City MLRA office)
No further comments on the January 2008 proposals

Proposals – February 2008

1. Gelisols – Jim Bockheim, of the University of Wisconsin, does not approve of the proposed elimination of the requirement for Gelic materials in the Gelisol Order. As Dr. Bockhiem was the chair of the International Committee on Gelisols, the North Central committee concurs with his concern, and does not approve the proposal to drop gelic materials as a requirement for inclusion in the Order Gelisols.
No further comments on the February 2008 proposals.

Proposals – March 2008

No comments on the March 2008 proposals.

Proposals – April 2008

1. Gypseous Soils Proposal – The North Central Committee supports adoption of the Morphology and Soil Taxonomy proposals brought forward by the Gypsum Soils Taskforce (Rapid City MLRA Office).
No further comments on the April 2008 proposals.

Charge 2.
No action taken by the North Central Committee on this charge.
Charge 3.

In the spirit of this charge, the North Central Classification and Standards Committee presented a condensed version of the PowerPoint presentation “Coastal Zone Soil Survey – Little Narragansett Bay Connecticut and Rhode Island” prepared by Deborah Surabian, NRCS Connecticut, as a part of our report to the North Central Regional Work Planning Conference. This presentation can be accessed at: http://www.ct.nrcs.usda.gov/soils.html. Further information on subaqueous soils can be found at: http://nesoil.com/sas/.
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