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The Chinle Area covers 1.9 million acres in portions of three counties in two states.  As the National Cooperative Soil Survey moves towards digital techniques the benefits are numerous.  Chinle Soil Survey is in the initial stages of mapping and plans to begin digitally with approval and acceptance for electronic release of data as the survey progresses.  Arc Info offers many analytic tools, i.e. draping a USGS quad over a hillshade or classified DEMs over a hillshade.  These tools enable the soil scientist to view the landscape at different scales and perspectives prior to going to the field.  A major benefit for the Chinle Soil Survey is the surrounding surveys have digital spatial layers for analysis.  This enables matching from the beginning for seamless joins.  Chinle Soil Survey begins at a corner where two electronic surveys meet, Ft. Defiance and Hopi.  Ft. Defiance Survey matched many of the soils along the Hopi border that carried over to the Chinle Survey.  So Chinle begins with a set of approved map units and soil series.  When the spatial data for the border area is completed, the tabular and text data is ready for certification.  Mapping progresses in a wavelike motion picking up changes and matching in a systematic flow as soil properties change.
