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This purpose of this presentation is to demonstrate how technology can be implemented, at the field office level, in the soil survey program.  Given that the NRCS National Employee Development Center now offers a Digital Soil Mapping course, there is an acknowledgement, or expectation of soil scientists in the field to use technology to generate soil surveys.  In this light, some examples of technology used in the soil survey program, in the Cedar City, Utah field office are presented.  The focus is on assessing different technologies that increase efficiency, accuracy and reproducibility of the soil survey process.  Topics covered include: 1) use of remote sensing and GIS data models; 2) heads-up digitizing; 4) scanning, orthorectifying and vectorizing lines on aerial photos to generate map units; 3) data tracking and spatial organization; 4) GIS and database integration for manuscript generation (including NASIS reports with a spatial component); 4) custom manuscript products, including photo based map unit narratives  and 5) project management software to track hours by duty within a project and human resources by project and generate summary reports and track progress.  Use of intra-agency and interagency collaboration is highlighted as a means to efficiently stay abreast of new technology and its implementation throughout the presentation.
