
California BLM Public Lands 
Mojave Desert and other Areas of 

southern California 



What’s Going On? 
 

Technologies? 
 

How Much and Where? 
 
Resource Issues/Resolution? 



Renewable Energy National Priority 
Renewable Energy Statewide Priority 
• 1/3 of Energy needs by 2020 

2009 Secretarial Order setting priority for DOI 
and BLM 

2009 Renewable Energy Action Team (REAT) 
• BLM, FWS, CEC and CDFG 

Renewable Energy Policy Group 
• ARRA Grants, Loan Guarantees, Tax Credits 

 



“Fast Track” – Tax Incentives 
“Standard” Track 
  Solar Programmatic EIS 
• 17 SEZs, 660,000 acres (1,000 mi2) 
• 2 SEZ CA (Imperial and Riverside East) 

Desert Renewable Energy Conservation 
Plan (DRECP) 
 

 



DRECP 

Identify low conflict areas 
 

Protect habitat and other values 
 

Roadmap for future development 
 



Solar (45 applicants; 310,000 acres) 

Wind (83 applicants on 574,700 acres) 

Geothermal (104 leases; 31 power 
plants) 

Biomass 
Hydropower (Pump Storage) 



Solar 

Photovoltaic (PV) 
 

Parabolic trough 
 

Power tower  



Photovoltaic 



Parabolic trough 



Power tower 



Project Megawatts BLM Acres 
Homes 

Powered 
Peak 

Construction Jobs 
Operations Jobs 

Mitigation 
Acres# 

Annual Rent 
  

Public Land Projects 

Blythe Solar Power Project* 968 7,025 
300,000-
750,000  

1,004  221 8,093+ $8,564,767  
  

Calico Solar Project* 663.5 4,604 
199,050-
497,625  

731 136 6,215 $4,937,273  
  

Chevron Lucerne Valley 
Solar 45  422 13,500-33,750 45 3  516 $289,387  

  

Desert Sunlight Solar Farm 
Project 550 4,144 

165,000-
412,500 

630 15  6,140+ $4,198,110  
  

Genesis Solar Energy 
Project 250  1,950 75,000-187,500 1,085 65  2,045+ $2,254,566  

  

Ivanpah Solar Electric 
Generating System 370  3,471 

111,000-
277,500 

959 90  3,582 $2,866,764  
  

Subtotal 2,846.50 21,616 
863,550-
2,158,875 

4,454 530 26,591+ $23,110,867  
  

Private Land Projects with BLM Transmission 
Abengoa Mojave Solar 
Project 250  154 75,000-187,500 1,162 63  <175 $17,579  

  

Centinela Solar Energy 
Project 275 19 82,500-206,250 360 6  80+ $3,096  

  

Imperial Solar Energy 
Center South 200  19 

60,000-
150,000  

250 5  17 $2,895  
  

Imperial Solar Energy 
Center West 250 65 75,000-187,500 285  4  82 $10,625  

  

Rice Solar Energy 150 150 45,000-112,500 440 50 327+ $100,320  
  

Total 3,971.5   22,023 
1,201,050-
3,002,625 

6,951  658  27,272+ $23,245,382  
  

http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/info/regulations/Instruction_Memos_and_Bulletins/national_instruction/2010/IM_2010-141.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/palmsprings/Solar_Projects/Blythe_Solar_Power_Project.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/barstow/renewableenergy/k_road_calico_solar.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/barstow/renewableenergy/chevron_energy_solutions.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/barstow/renewableenergy/chevron_energy_solutions.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/palmsprings/Solar_Projects/Desert_Sunlight.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/palmsprings/Solar_Projects/Desert_Sunlight.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/palmsprings/Solar_Projects/Genesis_Ford_Dry_Lake.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/palmsprings/Solar_Projects/Genesis_Ford_Dry_Lake.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/prog/energy/fasttrack/ivanpahsolar/fedstatus.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/prog/energy/fasttrack/ivanpahsolar/fedstatus.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/barstow/renewableenergy/abengoa_mojave_solar.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/barstow/renewableenergy/abengoa_mojave_solar.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/prog/energy/fasttrack/centinela/fedstatus.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/prog/energy/fasttrack/centinela/fedstatus.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/prog/energy/fasttrack/csolarsouth/fedstatus.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/prog/energy/fasttrack/csolarsouth/fedstatus.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/prog/energy/fasttrack/C_Solar_West_CACA-51644/fedstatus.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/prog/energy/fasttrack/C_Solar_West_CACA-51644/fedstatus.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/palmsprings/Solar_Projects/Ricd_Solar_Power_Project.html


Wind 

Area Testing Applications 
Testing 
Authorizations 

Development 
Applications 

Development 
Authorizations 

Statewide Acres 
38 

503,548 
43 

351,010 
10 

46,517 
2 

24,796 

Desert Acres 
35 

414,403 
30 

228,298 
8 

27,228 
2 

24,796 

Central CA Acres 
0 
0 

3 
16,205 

1 
7,882 

0 
0 

Northern CA Acres 
3 

89,145 
10 

106,510 
1 

11,407 
0 
0 









Loss of desert pavement 
Water infiltration 
Wind and Water erosion 
Loss of dune habitat 



Resolution 

SCAN stations 
Air Quality Monitoring Network 
Research Investigations 
Best Management Practices 



SCAN Stations 



BMPs 
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