WRCSS Business Meeting June 22, 2006
Decisions noted in bold
I.  Standing Committee recommendations to be forwarded to NCSS:
Note that any recommendations included here in these notes are paraphrased and steering committee should use notes from reports presented this morning and in the chairs final written reports.

1. Applied Technology:  forward main recommendations from this morning’s report out (white paper, framework for geospatial standards, NCSS update of webpage)
Moved and seconded; unanimous approval to forward committee recommendations for consideration at NCSS
2.  Taxonomy Committee:

a) slaking test 

b) landscape soil (slope) stability rating criteria

c) examine or move forward with trying to incorporate TERRA geomorphology terminology into NASIS and the NSSH geomorphology handbook direction.  
Discussion:  TERRA and NRIS project to link them is currently planned to link to TERRA and use the ones already in TERRA; integration hasn’t occurred due to some major differences in definitions and hierarchy; in NSSH 629 we would like to add any terms from USFS that don’t already exist in the NRCS guidance; Idaho has done a lot of work in developing these definitions as well, therefore recommend that there be significant review of the proposed additions before accepted; either all of TERRA’s terms/definitions would need to be included in NASIS or a crosswalk developed; even for synonomous terms there are differences in codes, etc…

Moved to accept recommendations from taxonomy committee and seconded; passed but with several opposed – opposition seemed to be with item c).

3.  Research Needs Committee 
a.  Move forward with Benchmark soils project (funding dependant) including criteria for selection of study sites; prioritize with state soil scientists

b.  develop working group for gypsiferous soils in the western region
c.  geochemistry:  link to benchmark soils, work through state soil scientist to prioritize

Moved to accept research need committee recommendations as reported this morning, seconded and approved unanimously.
4.  Ad Hoc Interps

a.  updates to NSSH 617 by both Sue S and Terry Aho regarding process for updating or reviewing existing interps or changes made by national center (also new interps from other agencies or national center)
b.  three existing changes needed (seepage in aridic regime – immediate fix needed; gravel source interp thorough review and fix; slope and pond reservoir – immediate fix needed)
Moved to accept Ad Hoc Interpretations recommendations as reported this morning; seconded and passed unanimously.
II. Comments and discussion regarding review of meeting:
-Favorable reviews and comments from WSSS for the joint meeting and possibly asked for more time for student recruitment and agency interaction

-Came in during morning but didn’t know that the WSSS conf had already started, so missed the morning

-Liked the student interaction, adds a lot to the program

-Enjoyed the mix of technical soils and natural resource specialists and discussion

-Janis’s geology report was also very helpful

-Keynote speaker was excellent!!!!

-Q: Business meeting and technical session at same time or like we did separate times?

A: most discussion seemed to be favorable towards having separate times for technical and working committee meetings, allows for more learning and for participation

-Very good facilities and excellent mix of land users and “customers” or end users on the field trip
-Good action based recommendations from committees – sense of accomplishment

-More discussion of ecological sites and state and transition models 

Moved and seconded to include WSSS again at next meeting:  Unanimous!

III.  Western Region’s turn in 2009 to host NCSS – generally try to time it with time when university folks are available (May-June but open to discussion)

-Phoenix is a possibility but time of year is critical due to heat issues; 

-Many universities in west don’t get out of school until June

-Once it was in Missouri in Oct

-Possible to do field trip up higher in mountains if done in Phoenix

-Possibility to utilize BLM training center facilities in phoenix

-Maxine suggested talking with Ken S. about New Mexico; Albuquerque?

-Boise or Sun Valley, ID are other options for consideration

-Regional meeting is scheduled for WA state, so ID may mean double duty
Moved that the current WRCSS steering committee provide 2 choices to the NCSS steering committee for action at the ASA meetings and seconded; unanimous

IV.  New Business Items:
1. Moved to recommend to next steering committee that the next WRCSS conference have a strong emphasis on ecological sites; Include an emphasis on the prescriptions, the interpretations, and end users, data collection and including representation from partner agency range and forestry, ecology, biology specialists and seconded.  
Passed but with several dissenting.
2.  Discussion of AK and WRCSS location
Bylaws contain a list of hosting states and AK is not included; switched AK and WY; need to fix the bylaw list – the decision was made previously, just not corrected in bylaws yet; last held in AK in 1990.  Place AK between OR and AZ on the list.  

Moved that the list be reviewed and corrected (AK should be scheduled for 2016) and seconded; passed.

3.  Discussion of Interp committee

a) Moved that interpretation ad hoc committee be recognized as a permanent formal standing committee (change bylaws as necessary) and that the WRCSS committee contain members from all cooperative agencies/members; & seconded: Passed
Discussion:

-there is direction in the bylaws; ad hocs do not have expiration dates; no timeframe; 

-ad hoc is generally for issues that don’t come up regularly;  interpretations is important enough to discuss issues each meeting
-expanding standing committees does require recruiting active leaders 

coordinate with National Soil Interpretation Advisory Group

-a working group tonight could draft up a proposal to go forward to WRCSS steering committee; 

-steering committee can make this a charge for at next business meeting the ad hoc interp committee could recommend changes to bylaws and develop business rules for committee
-another thought that this isn’t urgent to handle now, since the ad hoc still has the same power as standing committees, so development of bylaws and business rules can wait.
b) Moved that we change amendment 6.2 of bylaws:  the permanent standing committees to include an Interpretations Committee in accordance with the NCSS bylaws :  withdrawn &/or defeated…

Discussion:  

may not be possible due to current WRCSS bylaws in this manner; 

may not have a quarum for a vote to change bylaws

c.  Moved that WRCSS recommend to NCSS that a standing interpretations committee be established in the 4 regional conferences; Seconded; Passed.
4.  Need a chair and co-chair for the standards committee; 

-either group needs to do this now or steering committee must decide or find “volunteers”; 

-this is a partly workload issue and spreading folks too thin, given the work that is required by the committees in order to function properly; need by-in from supervisors and program managers…

No decisions made…  this will be addressed by the steering committee
Announcement:  Desert Project Tour October 2007 – get the word out…

Adjourned

