
Welcome
to
North Dakota!

Master Connor Hopkins;
apprentice paleopedologist, age 9;
Dunn County, ND, 1988



Inspiration 
was sought!!

Rembrandt’s 
St. Matthew and the Angel:
The Louvre, Paris



Autochthonous!!
What did that angel (muse) say?

1) “Indigenous, native”
2) “Formed or originating in the place 

where found”
Websters 9th New Collegiate Dictionary, 1991

But: from classical Greek??
“sprung from the very earth itself”



The grass harp!



And he said:

Keep a “foot in the past”
and “an eye to the future”!

2006 North Central
Soil Survey Conference:
“Respect for the past-

racing towards the future:
Soil Survey in the
North Central Region” Photo Courtesy of Scott Thune



Twin Hill Township, Towner County, ND



Pleistocene Power!!!-the Sheyenne River BN Trestle





Barnes profile
LaMoure Co.



Nebuchadnezzar’s Wall 

“The soil profile carries within  itself
the chronicle of its evolution”

Dr. Roy Simonson, “autochthonous” North Dakotan



Dr. Curtis Fletcher Marbut, 
“Leader of the party”
The 1927 “Soils Excursion” of the 
1st International Soil Congress



Chernozem in the Ukraine- Jenny’s 1941 seminal text!



Curtis Fletcher Marbut on the strand of Lake Agassiz-1927



“The excursion reached Fargo in an early 
morning rain, the first of the trip….
Locally, there has been some accumulation 
of alkali, insufficient to produce what we 
know as alkali land; but sufficient to cause 
a modification of the soil profile by causing 
the development of a heavy plastic B 
horizon….such soils are merely incipient
alkali soils”

Pedology musings by Curtis Fletcher Marbut
just west of the NDSU campus in 1927

Cass County Soil Map unit 10; Fargo-Ryan silty clay



There is a LOT of work to do still!

Ryan or “Poor Mans Fargo”



Enter Charles E. Kellogg- 1929 to NDAC (and…. Dokuchaev), 
and students
( “a vivid presence in our lives”!) Kellogg’s Son 2002, SSSA 



Could you please send in the next applicant?

7 Roy Simonson
8 H. L. Walster
9 Gordon Johnsgard
10 Ralph Young
11 Clint Mogen

1 Leo Anderson
2 Joe Zubriski
3 Lloyd Shoesmith
4 Enoch Norum
5 J. E. McClelland
6 Cliff Volkerding



Mr. Roy Erickson,
95 years young!





“Mott’s the spot”
The soil scientists “fertile cresent”-The “soil train tale”



There are more waiting in the wings!!! 
Mr. Patrick Kilzer B.S. Soil Science, 2006


