




 Caring for the Land and Serving 
People 

 Mission Statement: The mission of 
the USDA Forest Service is to 
sustain the health, diversity, and 
productivity of the Nation’s forests 
and grasslands to meet the needs of 
present and future generations. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Does anyone know what the mission is of the Forest Service?  What is our mission statement?  Who cares?  A group of about 30 WO and RO people were asked those questions.  Some came up with the answer of “Caring for the Land and Serving People” as the mission statement.  They were wrong.  No one from any of the RO from the regions or the people from the WO knew the mission statement of the FS.  I’m not sure if that tells us anything about the dedication of people of the agency or just about people from the RO and WO.  In 2000 a revised FS strategic plan was published.  Within it is the mission statement, goals and objectives of the FS.  The mission statement is “the USDA FS is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations”. There are 4 goals in the strategic plan.  Each goal has 3-6 objectives.  When you read through the objectives, inventory and monitoring is mentioned often as needed support to meet the objectives.  Without the baseline information we would never reach our goals or meet the FS mission.
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Big Wheels 4 Wheels 



1. Restore, sustain, and enhance the Nation’s forests 
and grasslands. 
2. Provide and sustain benefits to the American 
people. 
3. Conserve open space. 
4. Sustain and enhance outdoor recreation 
opportunities. 
5. Maintain basic management capabilities of the 
Forest Service. 
6. Engage urban America with Forest Service 
programs. 
7. Provide science-based applications and tools for 
sustainable natural resources 
management. 
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National Strategic Plan 

Soil Management Program 
USDA Forest Service 

  
  
 



 Soil Quality Maintenance  
 Ecosystem/Watershed Restoration  
 Inventory Program Evaluation and Update  
 Soil Quality Monitoring/Administrative 

Studies/Research  
 Soil Information Management  
 Partnership Development  
 Organizational Capacity Maintenance and 

Enhancement  
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 Forest Service Surveys 
 Land Systems Inventory 
 Ecological Classification System 
 Terrestrial Ecosystem Survey 
 Integrated Resource Inventory 
 Ecological Unit Inventory 
 Soil Resource Inventory 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since 1968 regions moved forward to meet their own needs for soil and resource inventories.  As new concepts evolved so did different survey programs.  Funding was increased as well as the number of soil scientists during the 1980’s-early 1990’s.  Funding correlated with meeting national soil inventory once over direction.



Eastern US Western US Total 
National 

FS Acres 
Millions 

26 170 196 

FS Acres No 
Soil Inventory 

Millions 

3 53 56 

Percent FS 
Acres NO 
NCSS Soil 
Inventory 

11% 31% Average 
29% 
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Agency Percent Complete 

USFS 69 
Native American 79 

NPS 90 
BLM 86 
Other Fed 90 
Other Non-Fed 84 



Available Staffing 
Funding Priorities 
Technology Changes 
Risk and Information 

Management 
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U.S. Forest Service Soil Scientists, Western 
Regions 1993-2011 



 Attempts at 
Consistency 
through direction 
 2090 and 2060 

manual and 
handbook direction 

 National Hierarchy 
of Ecological Units 
(1993) 

 Revision of MOU 
with NRCS 

 Today TEUI 
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LTA Mapping  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Attempts have been made and are still being made to bring the FS back into national consistency with inventory programs.  Where we are at today nationally is building upon the work of several regions since the early 1970’s.  The goal of the FS is to meet agency needs while providing consistent concepts for managing our information resources.



Funding, what funding? 
Need for balanced 

programs 
What is the need for 

information 
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 Inventory and Monitoring FY 2000-2012 
approximately 15% drop 

 Change in funding distributions 
 
 Percent of Forest Service Budget Related to Fire 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We should not be developing inventories as the goal but rather identify the level of inventory to reach a land management goal.  We need to identify the level of inventory required to be within our level of risk.



Communications 
Partners 
Adapt to Change and 

Needs 
Marketing 
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Jeff  Bruggink 
USDA Forest Service 
Ogden UT 

Questions. 
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