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2006 Southern Regional National Cooperative Soil Survey Conference – Oklahoma City, OK
M. Darrel Dominick, State Conservationist, NRCS, OK – Comments:

· Introduction:  Darrel Dominick, State Conservationist, NRCS – Oklahoma.  I am a 28 year employee of the SCS/NRCS and have worked throughout Oklahoma, Missouri, Iowa, Illinois, Wyoming, NY, and Maine.  My dreams came true in 2000 when I came back to OK as the state conservationist.  I am a graduate of OSU with degrees in agriculture and public administration.  I am a Senior Executive Fellow of Harvard University.
· I want to welcome you to the 2006 Southern Regional National Cooperative Soil Survey Conference.  I want to tell you, since you are here, that you are among the most elite humans on the planet because you care and understand the fragility of life and how much life depends on a precious resource we call soil. 
· Dr. Hugh Hammond Bennett, the father of the modern conservation movement on private lands  in the United States and the first Chief of the Soil Conservation Service wrote in is epoch book “Soil Conservation”, in 1939, the following:  “Out of the long list of nature’s gifts to man, none is perhaps so utterly essential to human life as soil.  And topsoil is the most vital part of soil.”
· I want to welcome all from out of state to the great state of Oklahoma.  Oklahoma is a Choctaw word meaning “land of the red people.”  Dr. Bennett spent many days in Oklahoma in the 1930s and 1940s working with conservation districts and the people of this great state because of the devastation we felt from the Dust Bowl.  
· In a recent meeting with Congressman Frank Lucas, a member of the House Ag Committee and Chair of the Subcommittee on Conservation said that “Oklahoma was the arm pit of the Dust Bowl.”  A tough description!

· We are a young state and will celebrate our centennial next year.  We are a diverse state in regards to people, having 38 federally recognized Indian Nations and more tribal citizens than any other state; traditional African American communities and Langston University a 1890 land grant; a growing Hispanic population; a growing Asian population; and many families descended from Eastern European coal miners.  We’ve had three Miss Americas.  We are the home to Garth Brooks, Reba McEntire, Toby Keith and the “Red Dirt music” movement.  We have astronauts and some of the greatest ballerinas to grace the world stages.  

· We also have tough things.  A few blocks from here the 1995 blast that shook us and the country from our innocence took place.  It was the most devastating act of domestic terrorism to the U. S.  We are also known for our weather.  On May 3, 1999 the strongest winds on record (320 mph) occurred just a few miles south of us.  We are possessed by the weather and the extremes that it brings.
· We have rainfall that ranges from 60” to 15”.  We have more eco-regions than any state other than California.  We may be entering a drought period similar to the 1950s or even 30s.
· Oklahoma has an early history in Soil Survey.  The earliest published survey was initiated (before Statehood) in 1905 at the request of the Indiahoma Farmers’ Union. The survey was of the Tishomingo Area, Indian Territory.  This survey was published by the Bureau of Soils in 1906.
· Last year (2005) I attended the 100 year dedication of the Tishomingo Area, Indian Territory Soil Survey.   It was a special event to highlight the publication from the Bureau of Soils.  (Show the survey)  
· Over the years, Oklahoma has had a very aggressive Soil Survey Program.  With aggressive goals and dedicated soil scientists, the once-over soil mapping in Oklahoma was completed in 1982.  In 1979, 10 Oklahoma soil survey reports were published.  Over the years, the state has produced numerous soil scientists who have gone on to become leaders in the Cooperative Soil Survey program. I am proud of these professionals, their work and the opportunity to learn from them over the years.  
· I would be remiss if I did not mention one of my old professors, who has now passed, and taught many of us to appreciate soil.  That professor was Dr. Fenton Gray who taught me soil morphology at OSU.  He was dry.  He had humor.  He called me to his office after the first class and sat me down.  He reached in to his desk drawer and pulled out a grad book.  He said “I hope you do better in my class than your dad did.”  I worked hard and did do better than my dad who had the course in the 1950s.

· In 1947, an Oklahoma soil scientist had an idea and a vision that would help make his daily grueling work easier.  By 1950, that vision became reality.  A. D. Bull, SCS Soil Scientist, located at Woodward, Oklahoma, designed, drew the blueprints, and fabricated the first hydraulic soil coring machine, which has become known as the “Bull Probe”.  This invention greatly improved the work environment for soil scientists, and helped lead to increased mapping production in completing the initial soil survey in the U. S. 
· Oklahoma was involved in meetings as early as 1982, concerning the MLRA approach of conducting soil surveys. The first MLRA update survey, Woods County, was completed in 1994.  Jim Ford and I both know a little about Woods County as we both worked there earlier in our careers.

· The SSURGO Initiative began in 1996 in order to develop a seamless digital layer of the soil survey on a national basis.  Oklahoma has spent countless hours of work producing quality join documents, recompiling, re-correlation, and providing quality assurance to the SSURGO process.  Through this effort, Oklahoma currently has certified tabular soil survey data posted to the Soil Data Mart on all 77 county soil survey areas.  There are currently 67 survey areas that have certified spatial data available, and the remaining surveys will be completed by the end of this calendar year.
· The Soil Survey Program has provided basic soil resource inventory information for several generations in meeting conservation needs, and has evolved to meet new resource/conservation challenges through new technology and easily accessible soil information. 
· What does the future hold?  Chief Bruce Knight recently presented the new NRCS strategic plan that can be found on the NRCS homepage.  
· Our new vision is:  Productive Lands – Healthy Environment

· Our new mission statement is:  Helping People Help the Land 

· One of the mission goals is high quality and productive soils.  It is our foundation piece and we have not forgotten.  Dr. Bill Puckett, Deputy Chief for Soil Survey and Resource Assessment, has a vision for the future in continuing to develop technology tools to help move the soil survey activities forward much like Mr. Bull did in 1947.  I look forward to watching these developments while the NRCS continues to work in a cooperative manner with our university partners and others.
· I want to say thanks to the following for the cooperative efforts of the past in getting to where we are today :

· Tribes

· National Park Service

· Forest Service and other USDA agencies

· Oklahoma State University/other cooperating universities and Extension

· Langston University

· Oklahoma Conservation Commission/88 Conservation districts in Oklahoma/ Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts

· National Association of Conservation Districts/3000 local conservation districts

· Oklahoma Department of Agriculture

· Oklahoma Department of Transportation

· Private Groups/organizations

· Most of all – private landowners who allowed many of us to go on their property to inventory this wonderful resource.

· I want to publicly thank all of the SCS/NRCS employees, those in the past, those who have passed, those retired and those present here for their work on the soil surveys.  You have truly made a difference in the United States.  

· Dr. Stigler, OSU is going to speak next.  I want to publicly thank him for his leadership and ability to work with people across OK.  He has been a great partner for a long time.  
· I started this off with a quote from Dr. Hugh Hammond Bennett and will close with one:  Dr. Bennett once said “grow professionally or fail.”  That is why we are here this week and we must continue to help one another accomplish this task or we will fail.  

· This work I am involved with as a profession is very special to me.  I am a third generation employee of the SCS/NRCS.  Those who came before are special to me both professionally and culturally.  One concept that is important to many tribes is that of “Seven Generations.”  The concept means that we are here today at this time and place because of the decisions and actions of those seven generations ago.  The decisions we make here this week and work we do will impact activities seven generations in the future.  Let’s go and do some more good work!
· Have a great conference!  Thank you.  

VISION:  Productive Lands – Healthy Environment -- MISSION:  Helping People Help the Land

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer


[image: image1.png]