NRCS Soil Survey Program

Director’s Message
By:  Maxine J. Levin, NRCS, National Headquarters, Washington D.C.

Micheal L. Golden
Director, Soil Survey Division
· Grew up near Ada, Oklahoma 

· (South Central) Cross Timbers MLRA

· BS 1974 Oklahoma State University

· Agronomy (Soils)

· 30 years Work Experience TX & NM

· Confirmed as Director January, 2004

Director’s Goals

· Support MLRA Project Office Concept

· Support MO Office Structure

· Support States’ Technical Soil Services

· Support NSSC and National Leaders

· Support NCGC - Soil Support Branch

· Support NRCS Information Technology 

· Geospatial Data Warehouse

· Publication “Web Soil Survey” Data Mart

· NASIS Next Generation

· Soil Data Viewer/Web Data Viewer

· Soil Survey Program Reviews—Several every year—working with partners to improve the soil survey

· FY2004----

· Indiana – November 2003

· Washington – February 2004

· Maine – May 2004

· Wyoming – August 2004

· Publication “Web Soil Survey” Data Mart

· West Texas Project as Prototype

· Include Web SDV (GIS and Reports Capability)

· Include Tabular and Map Unit Information

· Customized Soil Survey by User

· Options for Output 

· Examples – print, write to CD, download, or re-access online 

· http://hydric.itc.nrcs.usda.gov/websoilsurvey
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NRCS Goals

· Raise the Bar in Way We Do Soil Survey Using New Technology

· Provide More and Better Technical Soil Services (Internal & External Customers)

· Examine How We Can Provide a Better Statistical-Based Soil Survey

· Integrate State and Local Soil Lab Information with LIMS

· Begin to Address Variability - Time & Space

· Dynamic Soil Properties – Use work initiated by Soil Quality Institute

· Establish protocol for data collection and storage 

· Use of SoLIM and similar landscape modeling/ inference programs

· Implement New Technology in Soil Survey with Toolbox for Soils

· On-Screen editing using ARCGIS

· Utilize 3D Mapper software

· Test and implement Soil Landscape Inference Model (SoLIM) or similar systems

National Geospatial and Development Center

· Establish National Geospatial Development Center (NGDC)

· Finalizing MOU and Cooperative Ecosystems Study Unit (CESU-Agreement) with West Virginia Univ.

· Primary function is research & test concepts with Business Analysis

· Look out into future a few years & Develop new GIS/Geospatial tools for Soil Scientists & Others

· Areas of Interests



· Spatial Applications (GIS/SSURGO)

· Database Integration (NASIS/LIMS/OSD/SC)

· Application Integration (Web Soil Survey)

· Information Management (Marketing)

· Use University, Private Contractors & NRCS personnel

· Reaffirm and Strengthen NCSS Partnership 

· Establish NCSS Cooperator Award

· Re-Vitalize NCSS Advisory Group

Closing

· Like to Get Feedback

· Discuss Pros and Cons

· Make Best Informed Decision Possible

· Big on MLRA Concept

· Big on Development/Implementation of Business Plans

· Big on People Working Together & Getting Along

· Big on Improving NCSS Cooperator Relationships
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