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Almost 77 percent of Nebraska is in the D4 (Exceptional drought, worst category) category, and 96 percent of the state is either D3 (Extreme drought) or D4.

NRCS redirected almost $30 million in EQIP money to help producers cope with drought conditions last year.  The funding went toward installation of practices such as irrigation water efficiency and cover crops, and could also be used to fund the re-installation of failed practices.

Soil Health Campaign—a big effort by NRCS in the coming years to encourage producers to adopt Soil Health Management Systems, which can significantly improve soil’s ability to withstand extreme climate and weather events.

CIG—requested proposals last fall to address drought adaptation innovations, both technologies and approaches.  Awards will be announced soon.

2013+:  Drought response remains a priority for the Secretary, even in the face of financial constraints.  NRCS continues to explore ways to help farmers and ranchers cope with what could be another challenging summer ahead.





“Soil Conservation Act” of 1935 
created the Soil Conservation Service 
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The Soil Conservation Service was created by Congress on April 27, 1935.

The creation of Soil Conservation Districts at the county level (involving local buy-in) and the establishment of demonstration projects proved to be the winning compliment to the early work of the Soil Conservation Service to ensure success of the new agency.





Coon Creek Demonstration 
1933 1967 
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This illustrates the work of the demonstration projects. These before and after aerial photographs (1933 and  1967) are in the driftless area of Wisconsin. SCS operated the Coon Creek Demonstration Project . The CCC enrollees helped farmed utilize stripcropping, establish pastures, and gully control. They converted the landscape. 
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World population is estimated to reach 9.1 billion by 2050.  To sustain this level of growth, we will need to produce as much food in the next 40 years as we have in the past 500 years.
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NRCS Soil Health 
Campaign 
2013 - 2014 

United States Department of Agriculture is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  



 Action Plan: 
 
• Ensure Scientific Basis 

• Evaluate Economics 

• Model Benefits 

• Align CIG Priorities 

• National Training 

• Develop Partnerships 

• Communications 



Web Resources 





“The single greatest leverage point for a 
sustainable and healthy future for the 
seven billion people on the planet is 
arguably immediately underfoot: the 
living soil, where we grow our food.”  

 
Mike Amaranthus and Bruce Allyn 

The Atlantic 6/11/2013 
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Former Chief White wrote that improving the health of our nation’s soil is the most important endeavor of our generation. I’m delighted to play a small role in helping our nation’s farmers and ranchers “Unlock the Secrets in the Soil.” I hope you are, too.





Producer Experiences 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=L1r8l2SE65k
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