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OHV Activities 
   

Administration 
Grant Writing 
Planning (NEPA/CEQA) 
Layout and Design 
Equipment Acquisition 
Operations & Maintenance 
Maps and Signs 
Law Enforcement 
Water Quality Compliance 

   
Monitoring 
Reroutes 
Restoration & Rehabilitation 
Wet Weather Management 
Volunteer Management 
Education 
Public Meetings 
Facilities 
Special Events 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opening and closing trails based on trafficability is a technique that can be used as a stand-alone approach.
But it can be much more than that, as we learned on the Sam Houston

Initially volunteers talked about the chance to “fudge” the data so the trails would be open more (initial calibration, determine opening). That lasted about 5 minutes.
They quickly realized that  in the end this would be to their disadvantage: if the trails failed the system would be dropped and they’d be back to where they started, or worse.

Actually, all the calibration data on the SH was collected with the OHV manager and me present, with help from the volunteers.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opportunities consist of dedicated use areas managed by the State, and..



Presenter
Presentation Notes
…Federal and local areas the State provides funds to assist in management; the Federal areas provide about 99% of the OHV
 riding opportunities and get about 80% of the grant funding--and accommodate 4 million OHV uses annually
60 FS and 26 BLM facilities plus 11 local facilities



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The source of funding to manage SVRAs and provide grants to other agencies is mostly gas tax





Presenter
Presentation Notes
For 7 major SVRAs: Carnegie, Heber Dunes, Hollister Hills, Hungry Valley, Oceano Dunes, Ocotillo Wells, Prairie City





Sustainable Recreation 
Experience 

• On-site impacts (loss of tread) 
• Off-site impacts (water quality) 
• Other off-site impacts 

 





Wet Weather Management 

 
• Damage to treads and drainage structures 
• Traffic on moist soils is beneficial 
• Transition from benefit to damage is abrupt 





Precipitation Based Closures 

• Off-site measurements 
• Net work of gauges too coarse 
• Indirect measure of soil moisture 
• Canopy interception, runoff, concentration 
• Antecedent moisture, drying conditions 
• Lost benefits of compaction 
• Lost riding opportunities 
 



An Alternative:  Trafficability 

 
• Site-specific 
• Empirical 
• Soil Strength 
• Soil Moisture 
• Observed Damage 
• Evidence-based 



Observed Condition 



Observed Condition 





Meeting the Threshold 

• Five benchmarks 
• Four of five meet 
• Average of five 

readings 
• Moisture content 
• Soil strength 





Other OHV Activities 

• BMPs for Water Quality Compliance 
• Monitoring Trail Condition 

– To prioritize and schedule maintenance 
– For long-term trends and interpretations 

• Custom interpretations 
• Use of soil survey 

 



Observed Condition 
 

•  Questions? 



Roger Poff 
 

rogerpoff@comcast.net 
 

(530) 273-1709   

mailto:rogerpoff@comcast.net
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