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Proposal/Recommendation
Conference 
Submitted

Author
NSSH

*
SSM*

ST
*

Keys
*

SSIR 
#51*

NSSC 
Standards 

Disposition
Complete Comments

Acid sulfate soils; definition 2009 National
Committee 

Report
x x

Accepted, 
2009

x

Sulfidic materials; definition 2009 National
Committee 

Report
x x

Accepted, 
2009

x

Sulfuric horizon; definition 2009 National
Committee 

Report
x x

Accepted, 
2009

x

SAS National Workshop - Organize to help 
standardize techniques/methodology - 
teach principals applicable to various 
regions

2009 National
Committee 

Report
Redirect, 

2009
x

Held in RI, August 2010.

Develop SAS Methods manual to map and 
characterize SAS properties - into SSM, 
NSSH, and into separate document

2009 National
Committee 

Report
x x

Accepted, 
2009

RI draft available. Comments are being received from users.  
This is potential topic for proposed SSM chapter, potential to 
contract out to cooperator for development.  Will discuss at 
2012 NCSSconf.

Develop SAS informational primer, tech 
notes, info sheets to explain concepts and 
create understanding of the purpose, 
mechanisms, and products

2009 National
Committee 

Report
Accepted, 

2009
Outline avaialble on S drive, 7 sections planned. Progressive 
editor review being conducted.  5 chapters drafted as of 
3/2011.

SUURGO certification of products and 
posting on WSS and SDM: Coastal 
Lagoons of Washington Co., RI and Little 
Narragansett Bay, RI and CT

2009 National
Committee 

Report
Redirect, 

2009
x

CT/RI work planned for WSS.  Both surveys are on line.
Implement proposed revisions to NSSH 
630 - Benchmark Soils

2009 National
Committee 

Report
x

Accepted 
2009

x
Completed by end of FY 2009

MLRA-SSO management teams ensure 
BMS guidance is used in evaluating 
current BMS list, and that BMS are 
considered in guiding soil survey projects 
and investigations

2009 National
Committee 

Report
Accepted x

Incorporate into training course - Mgmt of SS by MLRA
As SC/OSED are integrated into NASIS, 
enhance OSED to indicate that soil is BMS 
and in which MLRA('s)

2009 National
Committee 

Report
x

Recorded in the SC file, not sure if in OSED's:   Soil Business 

As SC/OSED are integrated into NASIS, 
provision should be made to include the 
BMS Narrative Record as part of the 
database so it can be accessed and 
delivered as needed

2009 National
Committee 

Report

BMS 
Narrative 

record is an 
exhibit in 

NSSH; Need 
f ll

Soil Business :  BMS narrative record is exhibit in NSSH, 
action needs forwarded to SBAAG to determine best place to 
record the narrative.
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Partners in SAS - Strengthen partnerships 
with other agencies (NOAA) and state 
DNR's. Identify customers (within federal, 
state, and local government along with 
private industry and non-profit 
organizations) and solicit mapping and 
interpretive needs from those customers

2009 National
Committee 

Report

MO                     
SAS Working 

GR
x

Included with SSD Program Plan 2011-2016, objective 5.  1. 
Promote collaborative working groups within the NCSS 
partnership to address issues such as subaqueous soils, 
hydric soils, dynamic soil properties, ecological sites, 
assistance to soil survey operations, database development 
and coordination, and other topics related to the 
development of science and technology.

Phase series that have urban "dynamic 
soil properties" (high Bd, low OM/OC, 
etc)

2010 NC 
Regional

Committee 
Report

x x
ISSUE 

working 
group Soil Business - ISSUE working group

Use Jefferson Co., KY model for naming 
urban environment map units

2010 NC 
Regional

Committee 
Report

x x
ISSUE 

working 
group Soil Business - ISSUE working group

Urban land is defined as having an 
impermeable surface - populate NASIS 
Ksat and Hydrologic group (D) as a 
minimum

2010 NC 
Regional

Committee 
Report

x

Soil Business - Interps
Cemeteries-should not be used as a misc 
area (it is/was in some areas)

2010 NC 
Regional

Committee 
Report

x
Soil Business - ISSUE working group

Buildings & pavement misc. area to 
replace urban land

2010 NE 
Regional

Surabian/Shaw Drop, 2010 x
Use phases to handle types of urban land

Sulfide presence suffix proposal
2010 NE 
Regional

Payne x x x
Accepted, 

7/2010
x

Approve as "se" to avoid confusion with historical use of "si" 
for silica. NASIS: Added. Field Book: Added to version 3.0. 
SSM: Added. Keys: Added.

1:5 Electrical Conductivity
2010 NE 
Regional

Payne x x x
Accepted, 

7/2010
x

Name change from 5:1 to 1:5 to fit convention. NASIS: 
Added to phorizon in 6.1, add to chorizon in 6.2. Field Book: 
Added to version 3.0. Keys: Added. Developed spreadsheet 
conversion tool. Post method and tool to SSIR#51 when 
method number is assigned by Rebecca B.

Subaqueous drainage class
2010 NE 
Regional

Payne x x
Accepted, 

7/2010
x

Done in chapter 3 of SSM, part 618 of NSSH, and NASIS. 
Investigate needed revisions to national interpretations

Shell fragment classes
2010 NE 
Regional

Surabian x x Drop, 1/2011 x

Decision to drop is consistent with policy in 2006 when a 
similar poposal was submitted from FL. We do not want to 
go back to 'cherty' and 'shaley' modifiers. Shells should be 
classed as gravel or channer. NASIS already contains a shell 
fragment kind. The texture modifier is not based on 
lithology.

Satiated bulk density
2010 NE 
Regional

Payne x x
Accepted, 

7/2010
x

Add to SSIR #51 as a version of the existing field-state core 
bulk density method. NASIS: Added to phorizon Db table in 
6.1, add to Component Horizon in 6.2. Field Book: Added to 
version 3.0
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Establish MO regional soil scientist 
subcommittee to identify data population 
guidance for misc. areas

2010 NE 
Regional

Committee 
Report

x
Need to do. 

1:5 Methods
2010 NE 
Regional

Payne x
Accepted, 

1/2011
x

Name change from 5:1 to 1:5 to fit convention. Agreed 
method was a good field method and should be placed in 
SSIR#51.

Modify criteria for Rhodic subgroups in 
Alfisols

2010 South 
Regional

Raleigh MO x x
Accepted   
3/2011

x

Done in chapter 5 of draft for the 12th edition of KST and 
located on the NSSC SharePoint site.  Also entered 
coresponding corrections for narrative definitions of Rhodic 
and Typic subgroups for a future 3rd edition of ST and also 
located on the NSSC SharePoint site.

V Master Horizon
2010 Regionals 

All
Turk, Houdeshell, 

Graham
x x

Waiting to be 
resubmitted

See Conference Reports. Proposal either tabled or suggested 
more work be done and resubmit proposal with revisions, 
perhaps consider as a suffix, "ve" or "vv".

Miscellaneous Areas
2010 Regionals 

All
J. Chiaretti, 
Workgroup

x x
Accepted, 

7/2010
See Conference Reports. Issues remain regarding keeping 
gullied land for correlation in the South, recommendation to 
revise defintion of urban land, and removal of salt flats.

Artifacts in soil none Surabian, Shaw x x
Accepted, 

1/2011

5 parts to proposal. A) Jim F. to investigate unique list of 
what is already available. Develop choice list from that; B) 
Validation to be improved. Jim F. to work with Cathy S. or 
Paul F. to accomplish; C) Pending findings for part A above; 
D) Drop. Stick wth classes; E) Include artifact discussion in 
future update of NSSH 618.

* NSSH - National Soil Survey Handbook , 
SSM - Soil Survey Manual , ST - Soil 
Taxonomy , Keys - Keys to Soil Taxonomy , 
SSIR #42 - Soil Survey Laboratory 
Methods Manual, SSIR #51 - Soil Survey 
Field and Laboratory Methods Manual

** Field Book - Field Book for Describing 
and Sampling Soils , NASIS,  Geomorph - 
Geomorphic Description System , TSSH - 
Technical Soil Services Handbook,
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